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New Campus Developments 
 

Plans are well in hand to secure additional campus 
accommodation to serve the future needs of Bath Spa students. 
Staff and students based at the Newton Park campus are well 
aware of the pressures on teaching space, whilst the scheduled 
sale of Somerset Place on the Sion Hill campus reinforces the 
need for modern alternative premises that are entirely fit for 
purpose. 
 
The possibility of a location in central Bath (known as South 
Quays) alongside a new City Design Academy provides an exciting 
option that is currently being explored by the University.  At present 
proposals for the site are being considered by the South West 
Regional Development Agency and by the owners of the site, Bath 
and North East Somerset Council. 

 

 
 

Bath Spa Teaching Fellowships 
 
 

Bath Spa Teaching Fellowships are designed to recognise staff 
who have made an outstanding contribution to teaching our 
students. They are available in three categories: experienced staff 
(who will be expected to demonstrate a national influence on the 
way students are taught in their discipline, usually through giving 
papers at conferences and publishing on pedagogy), ‘rising stars’ 
(those relatively new to the profession, who have had less than six 
years’ experience of working in HE) and learning support staff. This 
year two Fellowships were awarded: to Greg Garrard (experienced 
staff) and Andy Keep (a ‘rising star’). The selection panel was very 
impressed with the quality of their applications and the commitment 
they bring to teaching students in English and Music respectively. 
Teaching Fellows receive an honorarium and will be expected to 
share their ideas and experiences with colleagues across the 
institution by giving staff development presentations and 
workshops.  Well done to both Greg and Andy. 

 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Student Applications 
 
At the close of the ‘on-time’ deadline for undergraduate 
applications (15 February) 8,413 applications had been received 
for Bath Spa University undergraduate courses.  This represents a 
slight drop of 2.3% over the same period last year (when 8,609 
applications had been received).  However it compares well to the 
sector average, which is down 3.4% (and compares particularly 
well to our competitor set, which collectively is down around 13%).  
The sector has been monitoring application numbers carefully in 
order to assess the impact of increased tuition fees on students 
starting in 2006.  
 
A number of ‘late’ applications are received each year - last year’s 
final number of undergraduate applications was 10,036. The 
current round of Campus Visit Days enable applicants who have 
been offered a place to study here to visit and make an informed 
decision whether or not to accept their offer. 
 
Applications to PGCE courses have shown a healthy increase over 
the same period last year – 966 compared to 751 (+ 29%) 
according to the latest figures. 
 
 

‘HOSTS’ 

A stunning interactive display featuring the latest multimedia 
technology is currently being held in Bath Abbey and running until 
27 February.  ©HOSTS© is an ambitious project created by Professor 
Martin Rieser. 

Visitors to the Abbey participate in a cinema-like experience 
involving five giant screens hung at strategic points of the Abbey 
space. Wearing a special badge and wireless earphones, visitors 
trigger the presence of a variety of evanescent projected video 
characters. As the participant approaches a screen, these 
individual characters ("messengers") appear to move forwards 
from a deep space and come into focus. If the participant then 
moves on, the characters too pass onwards from screen to screen, 
keeping pace with them. Visitors become part of the story and are 
eventually paired with, and addressed directly by their individual 
©messenger©. 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Professor Rieser drew his inspiration for HOSTS from the Jacob©s 
Ladder motif on the West front of Bath Abbey.  

"This installation combines performance, animation and 
cinema in a unique blend. We are captured by the 
©messengers© and hurled into their drama. HOSTS is intended 
as a spiritually enhancing experience for a broad audience, not 
usually drawn to a media art gallery. It combines the very 
latest technology with innovative creative ideas."  

 
Hamlet round the Lake 

 
Bath Spa University’s Full Tilt Theatre Company is staging a 
unique adaptation of Shakespeare’s Hamlet as part of the 2006 
Shakespeare Festival from 8 – 11 March.  The production is to be 
staged around (and at some points even in) the main lake in the 
University’s Newton Park campus.  Audience participation will be 
taken to a new level: arriving as guests at Gertrude and Claudius’ 
wedding, the audience will become involved in the spiralling events 
as they follow the cast and spy on the dramatic events unfolding.  
Members of the audience are asked to come armed with torches – 
and comfortable footwear!  The production is a collaborative effort 
between Bath Spa University staff, drama and performing arts 
students, and professional actors in the cast. The adaptation has 
been written by Gunduz Kalic and directed by Emma Gersch. 
 
The Full Tilt Theatre Company will be taking the production to the 
Minack Theatre in July, and plans to perform at Elsinore Castle in 
Denmark in August. 
 
Tickets are available from the Bath Festivals Box Office, 01225 
463362, email boxoffice@bathfestivals.org.uk, price £8/£6 
discounts.  
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Food and Nutrition Awareness Day 
 

The School of Science and the Environment held its annual Food 
Awareness Day on 9 February, to which local schools were invited.  
Around 100 young people learnt about food hygiene and safety, 
healthy eating, diet and lifestyle, attending presentations on topics 
ranging from ©The Diet of School Children© to ©Microbiological 
Evaluation of Organic Meats©.  
 
 

The First Volunteers Fair at BSU 
 
On 21 February Bath Spa University held its first Volunteers Fair, in 
the S.U. at Newton Park. This coincided with the annual Student 
Volunteering Week. In all 30 organisations attended the event 
covering a wide variety of fields and opportunities, including 
environmental, educational, sports, film and overseas. 
 
Most organisations spoke to 15 – 30 students, and observed that 
those that came showed real interest and enthusiasm. One student 
commented: 
 

“It was great to meet face-to-face with the organisations. 
Before it was quite intimidating reading about all the different 
opportunities on the web or paper, and so it was great to meet 
the people and get a real feel for what it is about.” 

 
Although the student numbers were limited there is now a good 
base to build on for next year. Feedback from students and 
organisations will be useful in refining next year’s operation and 
there will be much more awareness of the event now that the idea 
has been launched. 
 
Many of these charities and community groups rely on their 
volunteers, so events like these are really important and a big 
thank you to all the staff who mentioned the fair in lectures and 
encouraged students to go. 
 
For more information contact: Anna Kawar, Volunteer Project Co-
ordinator.  E-mail: a.kawar@bathspa.ac.uk, Tel: 01225 875705 

 


