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New Campus Developments 
 
Staff will be aware that negotiations have been taking place with various 
agencies over the acquisition of a site for a potential third campus in central 
Bath. The riverside site, known as South Quays, is ideally located near to the 
railway and bus stations, and would provide 8,000m² of state-of-the-art facilities 
for future generations of students. If current plans are realised the site would be 
adjacent to a new City Academy run by the Dyson Foundation. 

 
Negotiations are at an advanced stage, and if all goes to plan the new campus 
would be operational in 2009. This timetable matches plans for the scheduled 
disposal of Somerset Place. 
 
A number of alternative options are still being explored in order to meet the 
University’s future accommodation requirements, including student residences. 
The South Quays proposal replaces the earlier investigations into a campus in 
Keynsham. 
 
________________________________________________________ 

 
The Disability Equality Duty (2005) 

 
New Disability Legislation was passed in 2005 to come into effect in December 
2006.  This will give us a real opportunity to make Bath Spa a beacon of good 
practice for all disabled and non disabled people who have any interest in us 
either as staff, students, prospective students, members of the public, 
contractors or any other stakeholders. 
 
The Vice Chancellor launched our plans last summer.  We are beginning by 
auditing our physical environment, including Sion Hill; the curriculum and its 
delivery; services and training, and awareness needs to ensure that we develop 
a positive, inclusive culture which promotes equality for all.  To this end, a 
working committee chaired by Dr Fiona Montgomery and containing disabled 
staff and students is up and running.  This will be taking a close hard look at our 
current provision and the building of good practice to ensure the required culture 
shift. 
 
Bobby Anderson has been appointed as the Disability Equality Duty Officer 
(DEDO) to help ensure that we are compliant with the new legislation.  
 
Watch this space for future developments! 
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National Art Prize 
 
Fine Art student Gethin Wyn Jones has won a prestigious national arts award. 
The final year student took the £5,000 first prize in the 2006 Nationwide Mercury 
Prize Art competition, which attracted more than 1,600 entries. Students were 
set the challenge of creating a painting or work of art inspired by music, and 
Gethin’s work - a sculpture entitled Colour Music - will now feature on the cover 
of this year’s Mercury Prize compilation CD.  
 
Imogen Grasby, a Graphic Design student, was another finalist in the 
competition, as was Joanna Phelps, who graduated from Bath Spa last year and 
is currently studying at the Royal Academy. 
 
 
 

Enterprising Music Students 
 
Two third year Commercial Music students, Richard Perkins and Sam Cross, hit 
the local press recently with the launch of their Rockin’ Ringtones website. The 
website (http://www.rockinringtones.co.uk/), which features more 100 specially 
composed and performed ringtones available for download, has been developed 
as part of their Commercial Music course.  Head of Music Joe Bennett 
commented “The Commercial Music programme is a vocational course and 
students are expected to demonstrate the commercial viability of their output. 
This is an excellent example of innovation and commercial awareness in a 
rapidly developing business”. 
 
 

Go Native! Award 
 
Dr David Watson from the School of Science and the Environment is a finalist in 
a national biodiversity competition.  
David’s research into creating hay meadows on a former landfill site in Somerset 
have reached the finals of the Go Native! Awards. These awards are sponsored 
by Flora locale, a national charity established to promote the restoration of native 
plants native to our countryside. Winners will be announced in May 2006. 
The experimental hay meadow was developed by David using a very ‘organic’ 
technique. Hay from a local Site of Special Scientific Interest was strewn 
(spread) on a landfill cap at Carymoor Environmental Centre and plants 
established from the seed shed. The resulting grassland has been monitored for 
four years and has been managed as a hay meadow by volunteers. Results 
have been encouraging with over half of the species being introduced by this 
technique, conserving the local varieties of plants. The project has been funded 
by Carymoor Environmental Trust which manages the restored landfill. 

 



 
 

CETL branding 
 
A team of three Graphic Design students has won an Artswork Award for 
designing the branding for Artswork, Bath Spa University’s Centre for Excellence 
in Teaching and Learning (CETL). Adam Powell, Artswork Manager, 
commented: “The commission to design the CETL brand was offered to the 
graphic design students as a competitive process and formed part of their 
course work. The designs put forward were of a very high standard – in 
particular this winning entry by Roger Ingle, Kevin Payne and Carl-Johan Palm”.  
 
The branding will be used to significantly increase awareness of Artswork, 
especially throughout May and June this year in a campaign to help demonstrate 
how our CETL will benefit staff, students and alumni across the University. 

 
Student Employee of the Year 2006  

 
Over the last few weeks the Job Shop has been hunting for Bath Spa 
University’s Student Employee of the Year to enter the National Association of 
Student Employment Services (NASES) national competition – an award that 
recognizes and helps promote the outstanding contribution and achievements of 
students who combine part-time work with their study commitments. 
 
Seven regional winners will go forward to the National Finals, when the overall 
winner of Student Employee of the Year Award will receive a cheque for £200 to 
be presented at the NASES Annual Conference at Cardiff University on 4 July.   
 
This is the fifth year that the competition has been organised and a Bath Spa 
student has won the regional heat for two years running.  Perhaps this is the 
year for a Bath Spa student to become the overall winner!  
 
This year we had seven nominations of outstanding student employees:  
Nicola Presley  - Student Ambassador for BSU Marketing & PR Department 
Clare Reveley -  BSU Art Shop Assistant at Sion Hill 
Lucy Pickford – BSU Student Open Access Computing Support  
Jonathan (Luke) Bray, Eddie Sullivan and Holly Christie - all working at Bath 
Rugby Club (bar/waiting work) 
Sophie Kent-Ledger - Project Worker for Quarriers (a national charity) 
 
The quality of the nominations was extremely high again this year, and after 
much deliberation the BSU winner is Sophie Kent-Ledger, a second year 
Education student, who now goes forward to South West regional heat of the 
competition. Sophie’s employer nominated her because she is such a valuable 
member of the team, who has influenced working practices by introducing 
elements from her teaching experience into the respite home for children with 
challenging behaviour.  
The Job Shop has also nominated Missy Beal for the additional award which 

 

 
Sophie Kent-Ledger 



 
 

NASES is giving this year for Job Shop Student Assistant of the Year.  Missy, 
who has worked in the Job Shop for the last two years, has been a wonderful 
asset to the service during that time – a friendly face and always there for us to 
get a student perspective on our student focused service! 
 

News from Ceramics 
 

The Ceramic Department’s Crafts Council ©Next Move© scheme resident, Stine 
Jespersen, has been awarded an Arts Council grant of £1000 to visit the 40th 
Annual conference of NCECA (National Council on Ceramic Education for the 
Arts) in the USA. This year the conference is in Portland, Oregan and the theme 
is ©Explorations and Navigations: the Resonance of Place©. Stine will be giving a 
lecture about her work to an international audience of collectors, educators, 
galleries and makers.  During the trip she will also be teaching in Emporia 
College, Kansas City. 
 
BSU graduate Graham Hudson has his work featured on the front cover of 
Ceramic Review magazine, and a 4 page article. Graham is currently selected 
for the ©Table Manners© exhibition at the Crafts Council gallery, and for Ceramic 
Art London 2006 fair, at the Royal College of Art 3-5 March. 2 other graduates, 
Jonathan Wade and Matthew Chambers, have also been chosen for this 
prestigious event. 
 

Industrial Action 
 
Staff will be aware of the recent industrial action taken by members of both the 
major unions NATFHE and UNISON, including a day’s strike by union members. 
For more information on the issues leading to this action please see the union 
websites: 
http://users.bathspa.ac.uk/unison/ 
http://users.bathspa.ac.uk/natfhe/index.html 

 
The University regrets that such action is being taken and hopes that the usual 
good employee relations will be restored as soon as possible. 

 
Nobby’s go nuts for an Ipod 

 
Olwyn Menzies was a recent winner of a promotion sponsored by NobbyÁs Nuts 
in ‘@Moreton’, She won a 4gb Ipod. Congratulations to Olwyn. 

 
 

 
Recent piece from Stine 
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