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South Quays development s

The Vice-Chancellor writes:

Staff following the local media will be aware of the intense local debate
around the South Quays site in Bath.

Detailed plans have been open to public consultation on the development
of the Dyson School of Design Innovation, and considerable opposition
has been voiced over the proposed demolition of what is seen as an
important part of Bath’s industrial heritage. The Newark Works on the
Lower Bristol Road were designed by Thomas Fuller around 150 years
ago, and housed the Stothert & Pitt industrial site.

A planning application for Bath Spa’s proposed new campus (adjacent to
the Dyson School) has not yet been submitted — but is being formulated
on the basis of a flattened site (as provided by the Regional Development
Agency, in collaboration with B&NES Council). A public consultation is
planned in due course of various design options for the new campus, and
the plans will be made available on the Bath Spa website for staff to view.

Professor Frank Morgan, Vice-Chancellor

Student registrations

Applications to Bath Spa were excellent this year - only 2% lower than last
year, when demand reached unprecedented levels prior to the
introduction of tuition fees. Over 11,000 applications were received, and
we were obliged to turn down more applicants than in previous years in
order to avoid exceeding the target numbers of our HEFCE contract.
Some subjects were particularly over-subscribed, requiring a much more
selective approach to applications.

Once again, only a very small number of applications were sought
through Clearing (fewer than 5%), and almost all of these vacancies were
on courses at partner colleges. This compares very favorably with some
of our competitors, who rely heavily on the Clearing process to fill their
courses.

New students arriving at the university this year have enjoyed a much
more peaceful introduction to university life thanks to the online
registration system introduced through the new Student Portal. The
queues traditionally associated with registration are now a thing of the
past, as students have been able to complete much of the registration
process prior to arriving on campus. This has resulted in a far less
stressful experience (for staff as well as students and parents) and an
altogether more professional approach that has been very much
welcomed by students.
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TOP TEN MODERN
UNIVERSITIES
UK
Rankin
1=Arts London 54
1=Oxford Brookes 544
3 Brighton 56
4 Nottingham Trent 58
5 Bath Spa 59
6 Chichester 60
7 Plymouth 62
8 Northumbria 63
9 Bournemouth 64
10Kingston 65=
Source: 2006 Sunday Times league tabl
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Sunday T imes University Guide 2006

Bath Spa University has been ranked ‘5th best modern university’ (out of
55 nationwide) and 59th position overall (out of 120 universities) in its first
appearance in the Sunday Times University Guide since achieving
university title last year.

The excellent ranking (above competitors such as UWE, Plymouth,
Bournemouth, Portsmouth and Winchester) is useful evidence for
potential students of our position as a significant player on the higher
education stage.

National S tudent Survey

We will not let our favorable league table rankings lead us into
complacency, however! The second National Student Survey has been
published, and results for Bath Spa University are currently being
analysed. Headline figures suggest a slight dip overall in satisfaction
levels from last year’s exceptionally high levels, and this will be looked at
closely to see if there are any emerging areas for concern or remedial
action.

Open Days

The main University Open Days were held on Saturday 21 October (for
subjects in the School of Music and Performing Arts), Friday 27 and
Saturday 28 October (for all subjects on both campuses). All three days
were very well attended (and indeed were fully booked), and visitors
enjoyed a full schedule of talks and activities. Feedback has been very
positive.

Sense and Sensuality

Knitwear designer Sue Bradley from the School of Art and Design
produced a unique collection of wearable art inspired by the five senses
for the opening of the exhibition ' Sense and Sensuality' at London’s
Bankside Gallery in September. The work was commissioned by the
charity BlindArt and will be used to promote further exhibitions in London,
Leicester and New York.

Sue has also been selected to show at 'Origin@ the London Craft Fair
which is being held for the first time this year at Somerset House

(see http://www.craftsonline.org.uk/). Her work has also been selected for
Queen Fabiola’'s Lace Biennale in Brussels. The exhibition starts on
November 17 and tours France, Germany and Switzerland. More
locally Sue will be exhibiting a collection of her work in a Christmas
exhibition with the artist Carole Waller at her gallery at 125 Box Road from
25 November-12 December 2006.
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Tanya and Andreea

Football- the international language

The English Language Programme (ELP) at Somerset Place has played
its part in equipping some non-native Premier Division footballers with
some essential English skills. The top-flight in question is Keynsham
Town Ladies Football Club (KTLFC) rather than the Premiership — but the
English language skills developed by Tanja Andjelkovic, Sheila Rocha
and Andreea Alexandru have without doubt helped them settle into team
life. Hailing from Serbia, Brazil and Romania respectively, the three
footballers helped the team gain promotion to the top division at the end
of last season.

When they first arrived in England, the KTLFC manger, Barrie Newton,
had no doubts about their footballing ability but he knew their English
language skills would need improvement. The ELP was able to help; and
Tanja and Andreea have recently started their second academic year on
a general English language course at 16 Somerset Place. Their
team-mate Sheila studied on the Summer School programme and the
first Keynsham Town student to study on the ELP, Hajrija Sabic from
Bosnia, recently graduated from BSU. As Martin Jones (Head of ELP)
commented: “We hope that the tuition they have received from the
English Language Programme has helped the KTLFC students achieve
their sporting and academic ambitions and that they can now tackle the
third conditional as well as they master the midfield.”

Art and Design Postgraduate Degree
Show

The School of Art and Design recently held its postgraduate degree show,
presenting a showcase of work drawn from the School’s five Master's
courses (MA Design: Brand Development, Ceramics, Fashion and
Textiles, MA Interactive Multimedia and Master of Fine Art). The show
highlighted the variety of creative approaches and outstanding new talent
to emanate from the University, and visitors were able to view the
impressive Artswork projects and facilities.

The exhibition was part of the Bath Visual Arts Festival, a collaboration
between The Bath School of Art and Design, the Centre for Creative Arts
at City of Bath College and Bath Area Network of Artists (BANA). The
Private view was well attended with representatives from business, the
arts world and the local authority.




Academic st aff in the news

Dr Anil de Sequeira from the School of Science andthe Environment took
part in the BA Festival of Science in September, presenting the question
‘Food Scientist: Friend or Foe?' The BA Festival of Science is one of the
UK's bhiggest science festivals, annually attracting around 400 scientists
and science communicators from home and abroad who reveal the latest
developments in research to a general audience. Anil's work on
enzymatic time-temperature smart labels could help cut some of the
£400m cost of food thrown out each year in the UK.

Dr Debra Enzenbacher, also from the School of Science and the
Environment, has also been in the news recently, with the paper she
presented on the impact of tourism to the Antarctic at the Royal
Geographical Society conference attracting media interest.

Artswork support Betjeman exhibition

Graduates and students from the University collaborated to create a
unique exhibition of poetry, multimedia and artwork as part of the 2006
centenary celebrations of poet laureate Sir John Betjeman in September.
Co-ordinated by Creative Writing graduate Pippa Williams, the exhibition
included work from Perienne Christian, a graduate of the Fine Art
programme, Chris Stitchman, a second year Interactive Media student
and Dance graduates Polly Mateson and Katherine Philips.

The exhibition was viewed by a number of celebrity guests as well as
HRH The Duke of Gloucester. The exhibition was supported by Artswork,
and is an example of how Artswork is engaging in 'real-world' projects for
the mutual benefit of industry partners and the students themselves.

Performance Poetry T our

Creative Writing lecturer Lucy English has been appointed artistic
director for a national poetry tour.

EXPOSED is an ambitious project organized by Apples & Snakes,
England’s leading organization for performance poetry. The tour includes
twenty performances, sixteen partner organizations and five touring
artists. The five poets selected for the tour (Clare Williamson, David J,
David ‘Stickman’ Higgins, Steve ‘PolarBear’ Camden and Yusra
Warsama) are being mentored by Lucy in the writing, performance and
staging aspects of their work, as they explored issues of issues of
political, personal and environmental exposure in different performance
styles —from hip-hop to free verse.

The tour opened at The Door in Birmingham, and included venues in
Torrington in Devon, Bristol, and Frome in September. It will also play at
the Contact Theatre, Manchester.




