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Bath Spa University Wins National EcoCampus Award 

  
Bath Spa University is winning recognition as one of the most 
environmentally friendly universities in the UK.  It has achieved a Silver  
award under the national EcoCampus scheme for the higher education 
sector.  Bath Spa is the first university taking part to gain this award. 
 
Bath Spa’s Vice Chancellor, Professor Frank Morgan, was presented with 
the certificate by EcoCampus team leader Dr Peter Redfern, of Nottingham 
Trent University. Professor Morgan said: “This award shows we take our 
responsibilities to protect the environment very seriously indeed. We feel 
strongly that higher education has an important wider role in achieving 
sustainability and helping reduce climate change. We have an ambitious 
energy management programme aimed at reducing our carbon emissions 
by 10% within two years.”  

The EcoCampus award scheme is broken down into four phases – bronze, 
silver, gold and platinum.  Bath Spa achieved its silver accreditation by 
meeting all the criteria for this level demanded by EcoCampus auditors. 
The University has developed a detailed and coherent strategy for 
recycling, energy management and many other measures to reduce its 
impact on the environment. 

The plans include an innovative recycling scheme, aimed at halving within 
three years the annual 200 tons of rubbish from the University that currently 
ends up in landfill.  From summer 2008 it is intended to remove all office 
waste bins and replace them with 300 containers, many of them outside, for 
separating paper, cardboard, glass, wood, metal, cans, plastic bottles and 
plastic cups.  Each individual will be issued with his or her own sustainably 
produced jute bag to gather their own rubbish and put it in these recycling 
containers. 

The University has also drawn up an energy-saving programme to cut gas 
and electricity consumption over the next five years.  In a pilot project, 
motion sensing lights and long-life, low energy, bulbs have already been 
installed in the Newton teaching block and Sydney student accommodation, 
with significant improvements resulting. 

Among other measures in the pipeline is a green transport plan to lessen 
the number of staff and students travelling by car.  The University has 
pledged £40,000 for a cycle path between Bath Spa’s Newton Park site and 
the city centre.  A car share scheme is also envisaged. 
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How Football Can Get You a Result in the Classroom 
 
If you worry about your teenage son spending too much time on football 
and not enough on his school work, Bath Spa University has come up with 
the answer.  Let him do both at once – and use his love of football to 
improve his results at GCSE. 
 
The University teamed up with Bath City football club and two local schools 
to teach selected 14 and 15 year olds Maths, English and IT through 
football-related activities.  Eight boys from Culverhay and St Mark’s 
Schools in Bath have taken weekly classes at Twerton Park to improve 
their numeracy, literacy and computer skills. 
 
Instead of an essay, the boys could write a report on Bath City’s latest 
game for the club match programme, or they might interview some of the 
players for Culverhay School’s own radio station.  Instead of long division, 
they might do calculations based on the team’s position in the league table, 
or work out the club finances through its ticket prices and turnstile receipts.  
 
Each pupil chose his activities and had a laptop, with tuition from a 
university student mentor, to help deliver a result.  They were also offered 
free tickets for a Bath City home match. The boys could also improve their 
football skills with a spell of coaching on arrival at the ground after school. 
 
The scheme, called Attain Through the Game, has been masterminded by 
Bath City fan and Widening Participation Officer for Bath Spa University, Dr 
Sally Griffin, with her colleague Sarah Bell, who designed and coordinated 
the programme, and Paul Gillings, Bath City FC Community Enterprise 
Officer.   
 
Sally says: ”Research has shown this innovative approach can be 
successful for football-crazy boys who already have potential in the 
classroom, but with an extra bit of support and motivation can go on to 
achieve a good set of GCSE results at school.”  
 
Initially it was a pilot project for four weeks, funded by Bath Spa University, 
Bath City FC and both participating schools.  However, the organisers hope 
the idea will be taken up by other schools and football clubs.   
 
 
 
Bath Spa University Best in West for Quality of Lif e 
 
Bath Spa has been ranked one of the top universities in the UK for quality 
of life for its staff.  It came seventh out of 120 in a new league table 
published by Times Higher Education.  This is the highest position for any 
university in the South West. 
 
Instead of measuring research and teaching performance, Times Higher 
Education’s first ever university quality-of-life index took into account 
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extracurricular factors such as local house prices, schools, crime rates, 
traffic congestion and even the weather.  
 
Vice-Chancellor Professor Frank Morgan told Times Higher Education that 
Bath Spa has other advantages for academics, compared with other 
universities, apart from its good location: “We’ve had some job applications 
from applicants who were under considerable pressure to publish and were 
not happy to be put under such pressure. Some have feared redundancy 
and can see the writing on the wall.  All of them want a work environment 
where they have more control and fewer outside pressures.” 
 
The Vice-Chancellor said academics who accept a job at Bath Spa are 
rewarded with great autonomy and the scope to have a major say in the 
teaching and running of the curriculum:  “There is no pecking order here in 
terms of seniority. Even the newest members can make changes and 
design modules.” 
 
As another reason for Bath Spa’s high ranking, Professor Morgan also cited 
the fact that 100 per cent of its staff are on permanent contracts: “We teach 
a lot of arts subjects and often recruit people with a continuing commitment 
to performance and writing.  We want to give them security.  That’s very 
attractive to staff thinking about relocating,” he said. 
 
       
 
 
Bath Spa Dance Company Launches Major Art Show 
 
Dance students from Bath Spa University’s School of Music and Performing 
Arts are playing a key role in one of the most prestigious art shows ever 
held by the Royal West of England Academy in Bristol.  
 
The University’s dance company, Switched, was invited to perform at the 
opening of the multi-media exhibition, Night: A Time Between, on Saturday 
22nd March.  The company is also staging performances at the RWA on 
Thursday 27th and Saturday 29th March at 2pm.  
 
Night combines internationally renowned contemporary artists with 18th and 
19th century works from national collections. Dances by the Bath Spa group 
were devised specifically to reflect the exhibition’s nocturnal theme, with 
particular reference to landscapes, and inspired by the works on display. 
The dancers’ costumes were designed and made by Bath Spa textile 
students, in collaboration with textile designer/artist Carole Waller.  
 
Artists featured include Susan Derges, Jem Southam and Hughie 
O’Donoghue.  As well as painting, drawing and live performance, this 
unique exhibition also embraces photography and film. It continues at the 
RWA in Queen’s Road, Clifton, until 11th May.   
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A Song and Dance About  India 

Trainee art teachers from Bath Spa have been helping to strengthen 
cultural links between a local school and one in India.  Students from the 
School of Education’s PGCE Art and Design course took part in Indian art, 
dance and drama workshops at the Grange School and Sports College in 
Warmley. The Bath Spa trainees worked with 13 and 14 year old pupils to 
create masks, costumes and head-dresses inspired by Kathakali dancing 
from Kerala.  
 
The event was part of an ongoing intercultural project organised by PGCE 
Art and Design Course Leader June Bianchi.  Last November she visited 
the International Bharti School in Northern India, along with Grange School 
Head Steve Cook. June also went to Kathakali centres in Kerala. 
 
During the workshops, over three days, 60 Grange pupils watched a 
spectacular performance by a Kathakali dance group, before making their 
costumes with the help of the PGCE trainees.  The children then 
incorporated these costumes into their own Kathakali-inspired performance, 
which they presented to a school assembly organised by the Bath Spa 
students.     
 
    
 

 

Bath Spa Ceramics Graduate Wins Design Prize 
 
Bartek Mejor, a recent ceramics graduate from Bath Spa’s School of Art 
and Design, has won a prestigious prize in Germany.  Bartek, who 
graduated last year, was awarded the Prize for Ceramic Design at the 
Talente 2008 arts fair in Munich. 
 
His winning design is a white vessel, 45 centimetres high and cast in 
porcelain.  Bartek now lives in Bath, but came originally from Poland, where 
he trained at the Academy of Fine Arts in Warsaw before moving to the UK.  
 

 
 
 
Student  Volunteers Join Big Beach Clean 
 
There was an impressive turn-out of student volunteers to help clean up the 
beach at Weston-Super-Mare.  About 20 Bath Spa students joined other 
groups from Bath and Bristol Universities for the Big Beach Clean at 
Weston on Saturday 1st March. 
 
The work, guided by the Marine Conservation Society, involved picking up 
litter and helping to carry out a survey of the kind of debris that is washed 
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up or dumped on the beach.  The volunteers were split into teams of five 
and one Bath Spa team managed to collect a staggering 650 items of 
rubbish. 
 
Among other events organised by Bath Spa’s Volunteer Challenge Co-
ordinator Ed Stevens this month, five international students paid a visit to 
Widcombe Junior School in Bath.  The five - Sam Chew, Moyu Zhu, Kate 
Espasandin, Gelareh Altabatabaei and Tua Lundin - are from Malaysia, 
China, Switzerland, Iran and Sweden. 
 
The students gave talks to Year 5 pupils about their respective countries, 
showed pictures and told stories from their own childhood to mark the 
school’s Book Week.  Due to the success of this event, Ed has now 
secured £1,000 from Bath and North East Somerset Council for a series of 
similar workshops, to be delivered by international students in partnership 
with Bath University in the next academic year.  


