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Claire Goes Potty about China and Wins Business Awa  rd

Ceramics student Claire Baker, who is setting up her own pottery business
linked to China, has become Bath Spa University’s entrepreneur of the year
for 2008. She has been awarded the top £1,000 prize as winner of the
University’s first Business Plan Competition.

Claire impressed most from among the five finalists, who all had to pitch
their ideas in a ‘Dragon’s Den’ style presentation to a panel of local
business leaders and academics.

The runner-up was a new ethical fashion brand, Kiro Clothing, created by
Commercial Music student Daniel Parker and Creative Arts student Sarah
Thomas. They received a merit award worth £500 for their project, using
fashion to carry a social message of freedom, love, hope and compassion.

Claire started her business, Poetic Earth Ltd, while studying 3D Design
(Ceramics) in the University’s School of Art and Design. During her first
year on the course she designed and produced a ceramic prayer pot.

Claire’s pots sold so well that earlier this year she went to China on a Bath
Spa University business travel bursary and clinched a deal with a ceramics
factory in Guangdong province to mass-produce her prayer pots. She will

also carry on making an up-market version at her studio in Corsham.

Her design is based on the Tibetan practice of hanging flags which allow
the wind to carry your prayers up to the universe, and on the Shamanic
tradition of digging holes in the earth to release thoughts and prayers.

Claire is thrilled to have won the competition. She said: “Winning the prize
is fantastic because it boosts my confidence and shows all the hard work
has paid off.”

The judges praised the overall standard in the competition, which attracted
17 entries. As the winner Claire can now go forward to the Knowledge
West enterprise competition, for all the region’s universities, later this year.

Ee Bah Gum! They're Clever Clogs in Yorkshire

Having a Yorkshire accent can make you sound more intelligent than a
Brummie — or even someone who talks posh. That's the conclusion of a
study by Dr Lance Workman, from the School of Social Sciences.

Dr Workman found that a Yorkshire accent can have a positive effect on
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how clever you appear to other people — whereas speaking with a
Birmingham accent can have a negative effect. He presented his findings
to the British Psychological Society’s Annual Conference in Dublin.

The Queen’s English has traditionally been seen as the best and most
desirable accent, especially if you want to be respected. To test this view,
Dr Workman arranged for 48 people to take part in the Bath Spa study.
They were asked to look at photos of female models while listening to a
recording of women with different accents.

They were played examples of women speaking the Queen’s English, in a
Yorkshire accent and in a Birmingham accent. Participants were also
shown the same pictures with no voice to accompany them. They were
then asked which of the models they found the most intelligent.

The women associated with a Yorkshire accent were rated highest for
intelligence. Unfortunately, the women with a Brummie accent were seen
as less intelligent than any of the others, even those paired with silence.

Dr Workman said: “Perhaps this is an effect of the fact that mainstream
television and radio is no longer mainly populated with those speaking the
Queen’s English, and this has made regional accents more acceptable.
Unfortunately, though, the Birmingham accent was received so negatively
that our participants preferred the models who did not speak at all!”

The story has generated huge national coverage in the press, with Dr
Workman much in demand for media interviews about his research.

Summer in Korean Buddhist Temple

A group of students from Bath Spa University are to study Buddhism in
South Korea this summer. The University has won a grant, against stiff
competition, under a scheme launched by Tony Blair when he was Prime
Minister, to make this trip of a lifetime possible.

The students, from Bath Spa’s Study of Religions Department in the School
of Historical and Cultural Studies, will receive about £800 each from the
Prime Minister’s Initiative 2 fund to join a summer programme at Dongguk
University in the South Korean capital, Seoul.

Over four weeks the group will undertake an intensive study of Indian and
Korean Buddhism, together with a community study project in a monastic
setting. They will also have the opportunity to stay in a Buddhist temple
and take part in its daily life.




Dr Mahinda Deegalle:

The successful bid for funding was made by Dr Mahinda Deegalle, Senior
Lecturer in Study of Religions, and Bath Spa’s International Activities team.
Dr Deegalle, who is himself a Buddhist monk, will accompany the students
in South Korea.

Dongguk University was founded in 1906 and has become one of South
Korea's leading educational providers, with over 20,000 students.

Professor Fiona Montgomery. Head of Bath Spa’s School of Historical and
Cultural Studies, said: “We are thrilled to achieve this. It will enable our
students to begin a cross-cultural exchange with Dongguk University. The
two universities signed a memorandum of understanding for student
exchanges in September 2007. This grant will allow the exchanges to
start.”

To put the funding and international study opportunity to maximum use,
Bath Spa is in the process of validating two new modules for second and
third year students, entitled Religion, Culture and Society in Korea.

National Safety Award for Bath Spa University

Bath Spa University is being rewarded for its top-class safety record. The
University has won a Gold Medal Award from the Royal Society for the
Prevention of Accidents.

Bath Spa was judged on a detailed account of the health and safety
management systems at the University and recent initiatives and
improvements. For example, every new student is provided with his or her
own safety card, which gives information on emergency procedures.

The RoSPA Gold Medal is presented only to organisations which have
achieved a Gold Award for the previous four years in a row.

David Rawlins, RoOSPA Awards Manager, said: “Bath Spa University has
shown a commitment to protecting the health and well-being of its
employees and students.”

Bath Spa University's Health, Safety and Environment Adviser, Warren
Cole, said: “We are delighted to have been awarded the RoSPA Gold
Medal. The award recognizes the success of our initiatives in reducing
accidents and cases of ill-health in the university.”

“We are committed to continually improving the safety culture of the
University. Having achieved a gold award for the past four years, the gold
medal offers reassurance that we are maintaining the high standards that
we have set ourselves.”
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Julie’s Homeless Postcard Wins National Prize

Julie Wilkinson, from Bath Spa’s School of Art and Design, has won a
national student competition to design a postcard. Julie, who is studying
Graphic Communication, will receive a prize of £500 for her entry, Home
Sweet Home, which highlights the issue of homelessness.

She is one of three winners in the Recognition Award Scheme 2008, run by
a London design company, Cog Design. The competition was open to
university and college students from across the country. Julie’s winning
entry was selected from a shortlist of 16 by the judges, a panel of leading
designers and industry journalists. The shortlist also included designs by
two other Bath Spa students, Hiromi Suzuki and Chris Wharton.

The brief was to design a postcard reflecting the theme of recognition.

For her design, Home Sweet Home, Julie chose a project to acknowledge
homeless people. She set up paper furniture in selected locations next to a
brick wall. One of the judges, illustrator Kathryn Cook said: " Apart from the
issue it is highlighting, | just think the image is quite beautiful.”

As well as receiving the cash prize Julie, who is in the final year of her BA
Graphic Communication course, will have her work published as a postcard
and sent out nationwide as part of Cog Design’s annual Recognition Day
on 4" May. She will also be given the opportunity to discuss a work
placement in the design company’s studio.

Julie Depledge, Bath Spa’s Head of Graphic Design and Digital Imaging,
said: “This is a brilliant achievement for Julie and for her two fellow
students, Hiromi and Chris, who made the shortlist against strong
competition from other leading design courses nationally.”

We Are History — Ask the Bath Spa Experts

Mary Queen of Scots was brought up in France and is said to have spoken
with a French, not Scottish, accent. Is this true? Robin Hood robbed the
rich and gave to the poor — but did he really exist? Just a sample of the
questions that people might ask after seeing the countless films and
television programmes about history that are so popular today. Now
members of the public have a chance to get the answers — thanks to
historians at Bath Spa University.

Bath Spa’s School of Historical and Cultural Studies has set up a new
website called Ask the Experts. All members of the public can access it
and pose their own questions to a panel of 10 lecturers from the History
Department.




Between them the Bath Spa historians cover every period from medieval to
modern times. The site will be especially useful for children who need a
little extra help with history at school, but it's also intended for enthusiasts
of any age.

This novel scheme is the brainchild of senior history lecturer Dr Roberta
Anderson. She said: “There has never been more interest in history among
the public than now. Huge numbers of people love delving into the past
and this is reflected in the mass media. Yet often the way historical events
are portrayed is inaccurate or blurs fact and fiction. | wanted to devise a
simple method for people to find out what really happened — straight from
the academics who know.”

Volunteers Wanted

The University of Bath is looking for volunteers for a health study into the
causes of heart disease, in the following category: non-smoking men
between 45 and 64, fit and active but also overweight. A control group,
similar in age and fitness but not overweight, is also needed.

In return for participation, you would receive six months’ free gym
membership in the University’s Sports Training Village and personalized
feedback on your health.

If you are interested please contact Natalie Dixon at the University of Bath's
School for Health ncd21@bath.ac.uk, or phone 01225 383566.




