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The Comedy of Errors:
An Identity Fair

Shakespeare on the Beach Makes Waves Across the Pon  d

After Hamlet by the Lake, it's Shakespeare on the Beach. The latest
venture by Bath Spa’s Full Tilt Theatre Company is its boldest and most
original yet. For a production of The Comedy of Errors, part of the
University grounds have been transformed into a continental holiday resort.
The play then goes on tour to Cornwall, Stratford and the United States.

Following their sell-out adaptations of Hamlet and Macbeth in 2006 and
2007, Bath Spa Head of Drama Gunduz Kalic and Director Emma Gersch
have once again collaborated to dream up this unique version of The
Comedy of Errors. They have set it on a Greek island resort, creating all the
razzmatazz of a modern package holiday.

Once again Full Tilt have used the stunning grounds of Bath Spa’s Newton
Park campus to maximum effect. This time the space in front of the site’s
medieval Castle becomes a Mediterranean resort, complete with beach
activities and stalls, ready to host the ‘holidaymakers’ for a memorable
outdoor event.

Before each performance a chorus of resort reps welcome you to an early
evening reception of Greek food and music, belly dancing, dressing up as
Greek gods, plate-smashing and other similar entertainment. The audience
becomes immersed in the atmosphere of Comedy of Errors, a riotous romp
about mistaken identity which continues the holiday resort theme.

The Director, Emma Gersch, says she is trying to reach back to the most
ancient roots of the theatre tradition, where audiences gathered for a
shared experience. “We seek nowadays to isolate ourselves, and detach
from community, listening to ipods, staying in our own little bubble. We are
forgetting how to have fun with strangers!”

Emma chose to set the play in a modern resort because this is a perfect
backdrop for the action and characters of The Comedy of Errors. She says
the environment is universally recognizable.

After performances at the University on 20, 21, 22, 23, 24 and 25 May, the
production has been invited to two open-air venues in Cornwall — Sterts
Theatre near Liskeard, on 5 and 6 June, and the legendary Minack

Theatre near Penzance on 9, 10, 11, 12 and 13 June. It then features in
the Royal Shakespeare Company’s outdoor Summer at the Dell Season in
Stratford on 28 June. Finally, the students will be taking their Comedy of
Errors to the United States for five performances at a theatre festival in
Virginia during late August and early September.
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Students Make Their Mark on Bath Festivals

Students from the University’'s School of Art and Design are making a big
contribution to the festival scene in Bath this summer.

Katy Hudson, a Graphic Communication student specialising in illustration,
has designed the programme cover for the Bath Fringe Festival, which runs
from 23 May to 8 June.

Katy said: “It has been a fantastic experience being involved in something
as exciting as the Bath Fringe.”

Ten other Graphic Communication students are helping to advertise the
current International Music Festival as it celebrates its 60" anniversary.
They have created a temporary decoration for 30 of the big hoardings
which surround the Southgate redevelopment site in Bath city centre.

Their brief was to come up with a design reflecting the spirit of the Festival
and its musical theme, using only typography, to catch people’s eye as they
walk or drive past. The result is an attention-grabbing pattern based on the
names of all the musicians taking part in the Festival, which ends on 7
June.

Bath Fringe Programme

The project was co-ordinated by Graphic Design lecturer Paul Minott. He
said: “The aim was to create a visual noise to remind people that the Music
Festival is going on. The students have been brilliant. They did all the
work and project managing. | just helped them pull it into shape. Two of
them in particular, Chris Wharton and Ali Harlow, sorted everything out and
planned the artwork.”

The project will count towards their portfolio work and final degree: “It had
all the ingredients of a large-scale professional engagement — and they did
a very professional job,” said Paul.

Enduring Love Over 70 Years

Do you know of any people over 70 who have a fascinating, unusual, funny
or moving story about their relationships? If so, the School of English and
Creative Studies would love to hear from you.

‘Enduring Love’ is a joint project between Bath Spa University and Relate,
to mark the counselling organisation’s 70" birthday. Staff and students are
looking for special couples and individuals of that age or older to tell stories
of love and lust and how relationships have changed since the 1930s.

The students are compiling a booklet and podcast of recorded interviews
with all kinds of couples — gay, straight and culturally diverse — to be
launched at Relate’s 70" birthday celebrations next autumn.

Looking for Enduring Love




Crosby Casey with Ben Fogle

Creative Writing lecturer Barbara Bloomfield, who is leading the project,
said: “My students are ready to interview and edit these wonderful stories
into shape. We want to hear from people over 70 who have a vivid or
unexpected story to tell about the past.

“We already have Jean’s story of her marriage to a German prisoner of war
in the xenophobic 1940s, Joe’s tales of the gay scene in the 1930s and
Anna’s recollections of being pregnant and unmarried in 1950s Liverpool.”

Anyone interested can contact Barbara on b.bloomfield@blueyonder.co.uk.

Crosby Becomes Champion Learner

A Bath Spa student who overcame physical disabilities to go to university
has won two awards for his achievement. 19-year-old Crosby Casey, now
in his first year studying English Literature, was born with cerebral palsy.

The Learning and Skills Council named Crosby, from Glastonbury, as
Young Learner of the Year for Somerset. He was also winner of its
Learning Against the Odds category for the whole South West region.

Crosby gained his university place despite eyesight and hearing problems
and having restricted mobility. His difficulties increased even more when
he was diagnosed with epilepsy soon before he sat his English A Level
exams.

Crosby is delighted about the awards: “In a way it's surprising to have my
achievement recognised, but I'm very pleased and excited. It's nice to
receive something which shows | have got somewhere with my learning.”

Dr Tracey Hill, Head of English Literature at Bath Spa, said:” We are proud
of Crosby's notable success on his English course so far, and very pleased
to see his efforts and achievements rewarded in this way. English tutors are
confident that he will continue to excel at his studies as his course
progresses.”

Taking drama as a second subject, Casey is especially passionate about
Shakespeare and has seen almost every one of the Bard’s plays. His long-
term ambition is to become a theatre director.




Zambian School Classroom

Prof Dan Davies with Mercy
Mulwe, Mufulira College Principal

Dr Heather Winlow

Bath Spa Students Visit Schools in Africa

Ten students from Bath Spa’s School of Education have begun the trip of a
lifetime. They are on a three-week visit to Zambia, experiencing at first
hand some of the African nation’s primary schools.

The undergraduate education studies group are strengthening even further
the close links, established in 2004, between Bath Spa and Mufilira College
of Education in the Zambian Copperbelt region.

For their stay, which is part of a second-year ‘Education in Africa’ module,
the students have been paired with primary trainee teachers at Mufulira
College. They are spending four days a week observing teaching methods
in nine Zambian primary schools of different types.

Primary education in Zambia, one of the world’s poorest countries, is free to
all, but faces an almost impossible burden in providing it, especially in rural
areas. Nevertheless, there are exciting new strategies for bringing more
children, particularly girls, into school.

It's the fourth year that Bath Spa students have participated in the Zambian
placement, which is self-funding. All previous groups described it as a life-
changing experience. Although the students are not on a teacher training
programme, many subsequently undertake a PGCE. They have also
initiated new links to build on a pre-existing relationship between Mufulira
and schools around Castle Cary in Somerset.

Heather Puts Herself on the Map in America

A senior geography lecturer, Dr Heather Winlow, is in the United States to
investigate how American Indian communities were portrayed on maps in
the late 19" and early 20" centuries.

Heather, from the Department of Geography in Bath Spa’s School of
Science and the Environment, has been awarded a study grant by the
McColl Research Programme of the American Geographical Society
Library in Milwaukee.

She is currently undertaking four weeks of archive research in the library,
working with historic maps and documents to examine how Indian
reservations were represented on official state maps between 1850 and
1950.

Her particular focus is on the extent to which maps of the period reflected
contemporary American values and ideas about society, race and national
identity.




Retirement Speech: Professor
Graham Davis

The research builds on Heather’s previous publications about the mapping
of race and racial groups. During her trip Heather is also giving a guest
lecture on her work to the Map Society of Wisconsin.

Bath Spa Historian Retires After 40 Years

Professor Graham Davis has just retired from the School of Historical and
Cultural Studies after 40 years at Newton Park.

Graham is one of Bath Spa’s best known, as well as longest serving,
academics, having built up a fine reputation for his expert knowledge in
local and Irish history.

As a specialist in Irish migration and 19th century Bath - in particular the
seamier side of Victorian life in the city - Graham has written numerous
books and other publications since the 1970s. He is also an eloquent
contributor to radio and television news programmes, as well as
documentaries.

Among Graham’s most recent books is one he edited. It's a collection of
essays, Bath Exposed, by some of his MA students.




