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“Infinite Possibilities” for New Theatre – Mike Lei gh 
 
“Bless this theatre and all who laugh or cry in her.”  With these words 
eminent film director and playwright Mike Leigh launched the new 
University Theatre on its “voyage of discovery”.  He was special guest at 
the official opening of the venue for Performing Arts students. 
 
In his speech to 100 other guests Mike praised everyone who created the 
£4.8m theatre and with it “an unpredictable feast of infinite possibilities” for 
generations of young performers and directors.  
 
He and Vice Chancellor Professor Frank Morgan then joined the audience 
for a special showcase of the students’ talents on stage. It included 
America from West Side Story and extracts from Shakespeare’s The 
Comedy of Errors, Dennis Potter’s Blue Remembered Hills and Richard 
Harris’ Stepping Out, plus a song from the musical Cabaret and a dance 
sequence called Newmatic Grip. 
 
Mike’s links with the University are through Gunduz Kalic, Head of the 
Drama Department.  They met while teaching at East 15 Acting School in 
London. Bath Spa’s new theatre has a 186-seat auditorium, full backstage 
and technical facilities and three large teaching studios.  
 
Mike Leigh, who is famous for improvisation in all his film and stage work, 
created classics like Abigail’s Party, Vera Drake and Secrets and Lies.  His 
latest film, Happy-Go-Lucky, was released in April to widespread critical 
acclaim. 
 
Professor Geoff Smith, Head of the School of Music and Performing Arts, 
thanked him for accepting the invitation to attend. He said: “Mike’s 
achievements in theatre and film are an inspirational example to our 
students.  I hope our new theatre will nurture similar talent and creativity in 
the years to come.” 
 
 
 
Student Accommodation Complex Given Go-Ahead 
 
Plans to build accommodation for more than 300 Bath Spa students have 
been approved by Bath and North East Somerset Council.  The complex, 
on the former George Yeo building firm site in Lower Bristol Road, should 
be open in time for the new academic year in September 2009.  
 
The 327-bed development, to be managed by Unite, is close to the 
company’s four-year-old Waterside Court accommodation for students.  It 
was given the go-ahead unanimously by B&NES planners. 
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Bath Spa Deputy Vice Chancellor Tony Dewberry said: “This builds on the 
success of Waterside Court, which has been hugely popular.  It offsets the 
loss of 150 student accommodation places from Somerset Place next year 
and will relieve the pressure on local affordable housing, which is a key 
objective of the council.”  
 
The scheme is likely to reduce the number of homes in Oldfield Park and 
other parts of Bath being converted to student flats. 
 
 
 
Folk Rock Legend Signs Up for Songwriting Festival 

 
One of Britain’s finest singer-songwriters and guitarists, Richard Thompson, 
will be taking part in this summer’s UK Songwriting Festival at Bath Spa 
University. 
 
Richard Thompson, who spearheaded the folk rock genre in the 1960s with 
pioneering band Fairport Convention, will be joining the Festival as a guest 
tutor.  He will present a masterclass and workshop about his songwriting, 
join the Festival’s songwriting panel and will be on hand to listen to new 
compositions.  
 
While still a teenager Richard wrote generation-defining songs like Meet on 
the Ledge.  As a founder member of Fairport Convention he masterminded 
their 1969 album Liege & Lief, recently voted most important folk record 
ever by Radio 2 listeners. 
 
With Fairport Convention, as part of a duo with his then wife Linda and later 
as a solo artist, his unique mix of rock and traditional music has been 
massively influential in America as well as in the UK.  He was named in the 
top 20 in Rolling Stone magazine’s list of the 100 greatest guitarists of all 
time. 
 
The UK Songwriting Festival, now in its fifth year, is a five-day event held at 
Bath Spa University every August.  This summer’s event takes place from 
Monday 18 August until midnight on Friday 22 August, with accommodation 
provided on site.  
 
Festival Director Joe Bennett said "We're delighted to have Richard joining 
this year's line-up of guest tutors - he's a legend among songwriters, with 
an amazing body of work, not to mention being an astonishing guitarist.” 
 
The guest tutors will also include another award-winning songwriter Iain 
Archer, from the highly successful band Snow Patrol, and Boo Hewerdine, 
who has been writing and performing his own songs since the mid eighties.   
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Otterly Fascinating! 
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Publishing Triumph for Biology Undergraduate  
 
It’s a common belief that otters feed only on fish.  Now research by a Bath 
Spa student, Daniel de la Hey, has found they also prey on birds – and 
their diet includes far more wildfowl than previously thought. 
 
Daniel’s findings have been published in the online journal Bioscience 
Horizons, which features the UK’s best undergraduate bioscience research.  
He wrote the paper as a final year research project for his BSc 
Environmental Biology course in Bath Spa’s School of Science and the 
Environment, from which he graduated in 2007. 
 
Daniel carried out his study on Shapwick Heath Nature Reserve, a wetland 
area of  the Somerset Levels.  He collected a large number of otter faeces 
over a six month period and examined their contents under a microscope.  
 
The student discovered a much higher proportion of birds, especially coot 
and mallard, in the otter’s diet compared with past studies.  It shows they 
are now often substituting birds for their traditional prey of fish.  He 
suggests otters are being forced to eat other species because of a decline 
in the freshwater fish population. 
 
Dr Nigel Chaffey, Course Director for Environmental Science, said: “The 
publication is a great coup for Daniel, his supervisor Graham Smith, the 
Department of Biology and Food and the whole University. We were 
competing against students from across the country.”  Link to the article:  
http://biohorizons.oxfordjournals.org/current.dtl 
 
 
 
History Students’  Plea  to Restore Victorian Cemet ery  
 
On your way into Main House over recent weeks you may have noticed the 
fascinating exhibition in the foyer about a Victorian cemetery.  If that seems 
a rather morbid subject, the story of Arnos Vale in Bristol, as told by Bath 
Spa History students, gives an entirely different picture. 
 
For their Heritage and Practice module a dozen second year students were 
set the tough challenge of mounting an exhibition in just 12 weeks.  Arnos 
Vale, which opened in 1839, is a wonderful example of the Victorian vogue 
for cemeteries as an alternative to overcrowded churchyards for burying 
and remembering the dead. 
 
Through a series of atmospheric photos and clearly worded panels, we 
discover how Arnos Vale was inspired by people’s obsession with death at 
the time.  The result was 45 acres of beautifully landscaped gardens, filled 
with buildings in the Greek classical style and elaborate tombstones, and 
also a haven for wildlife. 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Bath Spa Stand at London 
Graduate Fashion Week 
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The students explain the use of flowers, trees, Egyptian obelisks, angels, 
doves and other carvings on the gravestones to symbolise life, death and 
related themes. Arnos Vale is described as the “biography of a community”. 
 
However, they also point out that the cemetery is dilapidated and in 
desperate need of restoration work, costing an estimated six million 
pounds.  Otherwise, the exhibition warns, we are in danger of losing an 
important part of our heritage. 
 
The group’s tutor, Dr Kristin Doern, said: “I’m really proud of what the 
students have accomplished in such a short period of time. Heritage in 
Practice is a new module and none of us really knew what to expect. They 
have all worked incredibly hard and with great enthusiasm to research and 
create what I think is a polished and thought-provoking exhibition.” 
 
         
 
  
Fashion Students Shine at London Show 
 
Bath Spa students have been rubbing shoulders with stars of the fashion 
world at Graduate Fashion Week in London.  Fourteen students from the 
University’s fashion design course took part in the event at Earls Court. 
 
It was the second year Bath Spa has been represented at the show. 
The week finished with a star-studded gala awards evening attended by top 
designers like Zandra Rhodes, Oswald Boateng and Julien MacDonald. 
 
The Bath Spa team were nominated for best stand award, but were pipped 
at the post by Northumbria University. 
 
Course leader Louise Pickles said: “Everyone was talking about Fashion at 
Bath Spa, which is great for us.  Not only did people comment on our stand, 
but the high quality of design and quality on show.” 
 
The event is very much a trade show for the industry and an opportunity for 
students to be seen and display what they can offer potential employers.   
Louise’s students are now following up the contacts they made there with 
big names like Aquascutum and Mulberry.  
 
   
 
Oliver Wins Placement on Bath Chronicle   
 
Final year Creative Writing student Oliver Ballard is swapping the lecture 
hall for a newsroom this summer.  He is the first person to be chosen for a 
new graduate placement scheme set up by the University with our local 
paper, the Bath Chronicle. 
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Oliver, who wants to become a journalist, will spend 12 weeks shadowing 
reporters and learning all aspects of working for a newspaper.  He said: “I 
am excited and grateful to have such a brilliant opportunity and start 
working towards a future career.” 
 
Chronicle Editor Sam Holliday, who interviewed six candidates from 
Oliver’s course for the placement, is equally enthusiastic:  “I was 
overwhelmed by the qualities I saw there.  I could have taken any one of 
them.  It impressed me that they were all such good ambassadors for the 
University.” 
 
The graduate placement is one of 12 this summer, funded by the University 
and organised by Bath Spa’s Business Support Office with various local 
employers, for students from any School who have just finished their 
courses.  
 
Other placements include two as production assistants with Aardman 
Animations, creator of Wallace and Gromit, and two for Performing Arts 
students at the Salisbury Playhouse.          
 
     
 
 
Sculpture Students Add to American Beauty 
 
While Bath’s Holburne Museum was hosting the School of Art and Design’s 
graduate degree show this month, the American Museum at Claverton 
Manor was the venue for an outdoor exhibition by Bath Spa sculpture 
students. 
 
Some two dozen students created a superb display of sculptures that 
enhanced still further the beautiful museum grounds. The 30-plus works, on 
show for most of June outside the American Museum, provided yet another 
reason to visit this historic site. 
 
The exhibition, entitled Wilderness 08, included the work of first, second 
and third year sculpture students.  Their pieces were made to integrate with 
the natural, as well as manmade, surroundings of the museum. They 
provided a fascinating insight into the type of contemporary art now 
emerging from university studios. 
 
The artists used methods such as casting, welding and sewing to create 
sculptures made of materials like resin, plastic, metal, plaster, cloth, wood 
and wax.  The result was an array of metal trees, abandoned shoes, waxed 
benches, caged eagles and other unexpected treasures that adorned the 
landscape of pathways, ponds and bushes. 
 
Meanwhile the School of Art and Design took advantage of the Holburne 
Museum’s own prized collections being temporarily removed for a major 
restoration and extension programme.  The galleries were filled instead by 
part of the annual exhibition of students’ final degree work. 
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Visitors found two major galleries in the Holburne - its first and top floors - 
taken over by students from specialist courses in Ceramics and Fashion. 
There were also paintings from the Fine Art course on display in the 
Holburne's impressive stairways and a digital screen showing Graphic 
Communication work. The rest of the show was held at the School’s own 
Sion Hill site.  
 
  
 
Hot Currie is Finalist at Chefs’ Oscars 
 
As all who have tasted his dishes in the University refectory know already, 
Michael Currie is a fine cook. Now Michael, who joined the Bath Spa 
catering team as sous chef last year, has won national recognition among 
his fellow professionals. 
 
Michael reached the finals at the Craft Guild of Chefs Awards 2008 in 
London.  He was chosen as one of just three nominees for the Cost Sector 
Chef Award at a ceremony in the Royal Courts of Justice. 
 
Michael’s name was put forward by his boss, Catering Manager Phil 
Turner, who praised him for his “never ending energy”, describing him as “a 
brilliant team player”. 
 
As well as working daily towards providing a high standard of food across 
all areas of the Catering Department, Michael has created a menu food 
standards system for staff to follow.  He also introduced a ‘theatre station’, 
where chefs cook dishes to order in front of the customer, and has 
reviewed the buffet section, resulting in increased sales.        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 


