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Double Joy: the Dawson Twins 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
Graduation Ceremonies Draw the Crowds 
 
Twin brothers who achieved an identical qualification were among the 
2,200 students who gained degrees and diplomas at Bath Spa’s graduation 
ceremonies on Friday 18 and Saturday 19 July.  James and Edward 
Dawson, from Bradford-on-Avon, both graduated with a 2:1 from the same 
course, BA Business and Management, in the School of Social Sciences. 
 
The remarkable similarities don’t end there.  James and Edward took nearly 
all the same modules and were inseparable during their course.  Both are 
keen sportsmen and played in the University rugby team.  Before coming to 
Bath Spa each twin spent a gap year in Australia teaching sport.  
 
Those attending the ceremonies also included a married couple, Gordon 
and Charlotte McEwan, who were both graduating as teachers from PGCE 
courses in the School of Education.  The couple had met while studying 
previously in Oxford and got married last summer.   
 
In his speech of welcome to the ceremonies Vice Chancellor Professor 
Frank Morgan said Bath Spa ranked as one of the very best universities in 
terms of academic quality, financial performance and popularity among 
students.  The results of an independent academic review in 2008 had 
been outstanding and the University was financially strong, one of only four 
in the whole country with no loan debt. 
 
The Vice Chancellor added: “We receive more applications per place than 
virtually all the other 60-odd teaching-led universities.  This popularity is 
testimony to the emphasis we place on curriculum development and the 
provision of courses which met the needs of students and employers.”  
 
Speaker at the Friday ceremonies was Professor Peter Mortimore, former 
Director of the University of London’s Institute of Education and a regular 
columnist for the Guardian.  The Saturday speaker was Steve Orchard, a 
leading figure in the commercial radio industry who has coached many of 
radio’s biggest talents, including Chris Moyles and Johnny Vaughan.  
 
 
 
Bath Spa Expert Organises Major London Art Show 
 
An art historian from Bath Spa University, helped by students, has 
organised a major exhibition at the National Portrait Gallery in London.   
Professor Paul Edwards is joint curator for the exhibition of 55 portraits by 
Wyndham Lewis, one of the most important British painters from the first 
half of the 20th century. 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 

“Mr Wyndham Lewis as a Tyro”: 
Self Portrait 
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Professor Edwards, an expert on Lewis from the School of English and 
Creative Studies, was also principal author of the exhibition catalogue.  The 
exhibition, which runs at the National Portrait Gallery until 19 October and 
includes portraits of James Joyce, T.S. Eliot, Virginia Woolf and Ezra 
Pound, has achieved many favourable reviews in the national press. 
 
Professor Edwards was assisted by a group of Bath Spa students who  
designed and wrote the gallery’s website for the exhibition.  This provides 
an introduction to Wyndham Lewis’s life and works, and an online tour of 
some of the most important portraits on display.  There is even an archive 
film clip of Lewis in 1938 defending his portrait of T.S. Eliot after it was 
rejected by the Royal Academy.  
 
The website writer and editor is student Hannah Ramdewor, who is 
studying for an English honours degree, while the web design is by two 
students from the School of Art and Design, James Stacy-Marks and 
Catherine Wilson. Their involvement has been co-ordinated through 
Artswork, the University’s Centre for Excellence in Teaching and Learning. 
 
Professor Edwards said: “The students have done an amazing job in 
bringing the exhibition to life through the website.”  Wyndham Lewis is 
widely regarded as one of British Modernism’s most controversial and 
influential figures.  He was also a prolific portrait painter and the exhibition 
brings together oil paintings, drawings and works on paper from 1910 to 
1950.   
 
Professor Edwards is probably the world’s leading authority on Wyndham 
Lewis’s art and writing. The exhibition website can be reached via the 
following link: www.npg.org.uk 
 
 
 
 
International Guitar Festival Rocks On 
 
Hundreds of musicians are taking part in the International Guitar Festival 
and Summer School on Bath Spa’s Newton Park campus. 
 
The two-week event, starting on 25 July, is the 15th edition of Europe’s 
leading guitar festival, with workshops and performances that cover rock, 
blues, funk, jazz, acoustic, bass, classical and flamenco. 
 
Once again the line-up includes many top names from across the world.  
Among them is Matt Schofield, widely regarded as the finest blues-inspired 
guitarist to have emerged in Britain for several generations. Matt is tutor  
and curator for the 2008 Electric Blues Symposium, joined by special  
guests such as Texan maestro Sherman Robertson and British virtuoso 
Denny Ilett. 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Billy Cobham 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Text Notation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
To coach advanced and intermediate students in fingerstyle guitar IGF  
invited two of the world’s leading players, Andy McKee and Canadian 
legend Don Ross. They are presenting a week of exciting music and 
technical wizardry with a special focus on music from Canada and the USA. 
 
The second Womad Summer School, following on from the Womad 
Festival, is being held at Bath Spa from 28 July to 1 August.  Among those 
leading workshops and masterclasses for enthusiasts will be drum legend 
Billy Cobham, Egyptian master percussionist Hossam Ramz, classic UK 
songwriter Chris Difford and kora wizard N’Faly Kouyate.  
 
For Box Office information and more details about the events, including live 
shows in the Michael Tippett Centre, University Theatre and Students’ 
Union, go to www.igf.org.uk , www.bathfestivals.org.uk and 
www.womad.org.summerschool. 
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New Centre for Musical Research is Launched 

 
A composer who teaches at Bath Spa has been awarded a substantial 
research grant to study experimental ways of writing down music.  The 
project, led by Dr James Saunders, a senior lecturer in Bath Spa’s School 
of Music and Performing Arts, is to receive £163,000 from the Arts and 
Humanities Research Council. 
 
It will fund the first major survey of text scores, an alternative form of 
musical notation which uses words instead of conventional music symbols. 
The two-year project launches a new Centre for Musical Research at the 
University, which will bring together the research work of top-class 
composers, performers and musicologists, including Dr Saunders, in the 
Music Department.   
 
In his study Dr Saunders will investigate the origins of text scores in the 
1950s and 1960s and how the practice was developed by experimental 
composers, including John Cage, Christian Wolff and Yoko Ono.  He will 
analyse hundreds of their compositions and the diverse approaches taken 
to performing them. 
 
Dr Saunders says text notation is still used by many new practitioners for 
composing and performing their material: “It’s therefore vitally important for 
them to develop an understanding of the strategies associated with this 
work.  A lot of the composers who pioneered it up to the 1970s are getting  
old.  I want to unlock their experience because otherwise it will be lost.” 
 
With the recent resurgence of interest in experimental music, his findings 
will be published in a book anthology, creating an essential guide to text 
scores for composers, performers, music students and audiences alike.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Cathy’s 1948 Hospital Ward 
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Bath Spa’s new Centre for Musical Research is being set up to co-ordinate 
and support this project and other research by Dr Saunders and his  
colleagues, including Professor Roger Heaton, Dr Joseph Hyde, Dr 
Matthew Spring and Dr Charles Wiffen.  
 
Their plans also include a book about music in 18th century Bath by Dr 
Spring that will focus on composers associated with the city and a book by 
Professor Heaton, The Clarinet in the Twentieth Century. 
 
 
 
Bath Spa Designer Recreates 1948 Hospital Ward  
 
Bath Spa University set and costume designer Cathy Welsh played a 
leading role in events to mark the NHS 60th birthday. The Royal United 
Hospital in Bath invited Cathy to design its recreation of a ward from 1948.  
 
The public exhibition was intended to look back at hospital life in the early 
days of the NHS.  Cathy, a part-time tutor in Bath Spa’s School of Music 
and Performing Arts, was brought in at short notice after another designer 
dropped out and had just three weeks to complete the task.   
 
Cathy’s mission was to convert a disused social club at the RUH into a  
typical hospital ward of 60 years ago.  She said: “It was a huge challenge to 
design a set in that time scale when normally you would have a whole team  
of people involved.  I had to work on my own and bring in others as and 
when necessary.” 
 
She managed to acquire an authentic cast-iron bed via St John Ambulance 
in London and to borrow old-style crutches, bandages, a stretcher and even 
an iron lung, mostly from the museum collection of a former psychiatric 
hospital in Bristol.   
 
Cathy also dressed mannequins lent by Bath Spa in period nurses’ 
uniforms and found help with building her set from Luke Cheater, a student 
on the University’s Foundation Degree course in Theatre Production, 
whose contribution she says was immense.  
 
The exhibition also featured some medical technology, including X rays, 
and other memorabilia of the period. To launch it the RUH held a reunion 
tea party, inviting back staff and patients from the 1940s.  Their 
recollections of the hospital in those days were widely reported by the 
media, including BBC Radio Four’s Today Programme.  
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Chris Wharton’s Winning Design 
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Graphic Communication Students Win Design Awards  
 
Two Bath Spa students have won national design awards.  Chris Wharton 
and Wayne Smith, who are just graduating from the BA Graphic 
Communication Course in the School of Art and Design, were both chosen 
as winners of the D&AD New Blood Awards. 
 
They were selected by a panel of creative industry leaders as among 
producers of the best work in their respective disciplines at the D&AD New 
Blood 2008 graduate recruitment exhibition.  Chris’s winning entry was his 
design for a series of silk screen posters depicting common proverbs, while 
Wayne produced a poster for a lecture about the use of digital print. 
 
Bath Spa was one of only two out of 156 universities and colleges 
represented at the show which had two student winners. Head of Graphic 
Design Julie Depledge said: “It’s great to have such an enthusiastic 
response from the industry to our students’ work.  Several people had 
commented on the individuality of their entries and we were thrilled to find 
the judges recognised this.”  
 
 
 
 
Rachael to Go on Teachers TV with PE and Yoga Skill s 
 

Rachael Buchanan, a senior lecturer on Bath Spa’s Primary Physical 
Education PGCE course, is to have her work featured on television.  She 
will be making two programmes for the digital channel Teachers TV about 
teaching PE and yoga skills to young pupils. 
 
One of the 15-minute programmes, to be filmed at Weston All Saints 
Church of England Primary School in Bath, will focus on “Fundamental 
Movement Skills” (FMS).  This is an initiative from Western Australia for  
helping early years teachers to increase children’s physical activity 
throughout the school day. 
 
The other TV programme, to be filmed at a primary school in the Hartcliffe 
area of Bristol, will draw upon Rachael’s expertise in yoga in education.  
Bath Spa is the only UK university to have FMS and Research on Yoga 
in Education (RYE) within an accredited Education Studies module.   
 
Rachael said: ”This coverage on Teachers TV will reinforce our work at 
Bath Spa.  Also, at national level there is massive concern about 
assessment in PE teaching.  FMS offers an excellent method of 
assessment through the learning, teaching and assessment cycle that 
underpins it.  The programme about yoga in education fits in with a 
government initiative on children’s emotional literacy.  RYE gives teachers 
the tools to improve pupils’ learning, memory, attention and self-esteem.” 


