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Natalie Oatey: working at Disney 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Labradors – like their owners? 
 

 

 
 
 
Tourism Graduates Signed Up by Disney in America 

 
Four ex-students from Bath Spa University have started jobs with the Walt 
Disney Company in America.  The four, who all graduated last summer with 
a degree in Tourism Management from the School of Science and the 
Environment, are now working at the Walt Disney World Resort in Florida. 
 
The Bath Spa University graduates – Natalie Oatey, Paganne Evans, 
Thomas Barnes and Navin Mohindra – were recruited by Disney following a 
successful careers fair at the University in April last year, which was 
attended by UK representatives of the world’s best-known theme park 
operator. 
 
Employed as part of the Walt Disney World International College Program, 
the four are undergoing training at Disney University to learn about different 
aspects of theme park operations.  They have also attended courses on 
brand management and hospitality organised by the University of Central 
Florida at Rosen College. 
 
Natalie is working at Disney’s Caribbean Beach Resort, Paganne is at 
Hollywood Studios, while Thomas is based at Epcot and Navin at the All 
Star resort.  All have a variety of job roles including hotel reception, guest 
relations, food and beverage and hospitality. 
 
Alan Marvell, Course Leader for Tourism Management at Bath Spa 
University, said:  “I am so proud of these Tourism Management graduates.  
They all achieved good degrees and are now gaining a vast amount of 
knowledge and experience from working with a global company like 
Disney.” 
 
 

 
What Does Your Dog Say About You? 

 
Yes, you can match a dog to its owner - but the match is only skin deep. 
That is the conclusion of a Bath Spa University study presented on 3 April  
at the British Psychological Society Annual Conference in Brighton. 
 
In the study, carried out by psychologists Charis Hunter and Dr Lance 
Workman, a group of 70 people who do not own a dog were asked to relate 
photos of 41 dog owners to three possible breeds – labrador, poodle or 
Staffordshire bull terrier.  They correctly matched owners to their breed of 
dog at a level significantly above chance.  
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Plug the Jester 
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Dr Lance Workman, Head of Psychology in the School of Social Sciences, 
said: “This suggests that certain breeds of dogs are associated with 
particular kinds of people. The non dog owners used stereotypes to match 
the dogs to their owners. 
 
“These stereotypes persisted into judgments of the dog owners’ 
personalities: non dog owners considered the owners of each breed to 
share certain personality traits, such as level of conscientiousness and 
emotional stability. 
 
“But when we tested the dog owners’ personalities we found no strong links 
between any particular personality trait and choice of dog breed.  So any 
shared qualities are only skin deep.” 
 

 
Bath Spa Performers Play Big Role in Comedy Festiva l 
 
Staff and students from the School of Music and Performing Arts made a 
huge contribution to the success of the inaugural Bath Comedy Festival.   
 
Senior drama lecturer Pat Welsh became the festival’s ‘face’ on the streets. 
As Plug the jester he was involved in a host of activities - such as 
welcoming visitors and, along with students, herding ’pigs’ for Bath’s 
legendary founding father King Bladud.  
 
At Chapel Arts Centre Pat also directed Over Paid, Over Sexed and Over 
Here, Full Tilt Theatre Company’s saucy adaptation of Aristophanes’ 
Lysistrata set in the Second World War. 
 
Among many other street and theatre highlights performed by Bath Spa 
students was the Full Tilt production of Shakespeare’s Taming of the Shrew  
This was preceded by a highly unusual audition for the part of a dog in the 
play.  The ’Rex Factor’ in Abbey Square generated a lot of interest and 
widespread media publicity. 
 
In the end it was director Terri Power’s own dog Amos who joined the cast 
on stage at the University Theatre – and stole the show.  Terri said: “On the 
first night Amos was so happy to be in the show that when we went to leave 
afterwards he wouldn’t get in the car! We had to tell him that the cast and 
all his fans had left!”   
 

 
Student Trish Organises Own Arts Festival 
 
Third year BA Music student Trish Brown is proving herself as a festival 
promoter – even before the end of her course.  Trish has brought together 
other students from across the University to take part in an arts festival that 
she is organising. 
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KAFE (Kontemporary Arts Festival), to be held at Bath’s Chapel Arts 
Centre in May, will feature artists and performers from the Schools of Art & 
Design, Music & Performing Arts and English & Creative Studies.  All 
proceeds will go to the children’s cancer charity CLIC Sargent. 
 
Over two days there will be performances, exhibitions and workshops in a 
wide variety of arts, including dance, visual art, live audio, media, film, 
music, theatre and poetry.  Trish also intends the festival to form part of her 
final dissertation project on the BA Music course. 
 
She said: “There is so much creative stuff going on across the board on our 
campuses and my aim is to share more of it with the local community.  The 
festival will also give students more experience of working in the outside 
world.” 
 
KAFE takes place at Chapel Arts Centre on 16 and 17 May, 10am-11.30 
pm.  Tickets, costing £3 per day, can be reserved from kafe09@gmail.com 
     
 
 
Bath Spa Expert Talks to MPs in Alcohol Inquiry 
 
Dr James Nicholls, a senior lecturer from the School of Historical and 
Cultural Studies, is taking part in an investigation by MPs at Westminster.  
He was invited by the Parliamentary Select Committee on Health to give 
evidence for its inquiry into alcohol consumption.  
 
The Committee asked Dr Nicholls, an expert on the cultural history of 
alcohol use, to prepare a submission about historical trends in consumption 
and possible implications for policy. He was due to present his evidence in 
person at the first session of the Committee’s inquiry on 23 April.   
 
 
 
Gold Medal Safety Award for University 

 
Bath Spa University has proved once again its first-class record on safety.  
For the second year running the University has won a Gold Medal award 
from the Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents. 
 
David Rawlins, RoSPA Awards Manager, said: “Bath Spa University has 
shown a commitment to protecting the health and well-being of its 
employees and others.”   
 
Warren Cole, Bath Spa’s Health, Safety and Environment Adviser, said: 
“We are delighted to have been awarded the RoSPA Gold Medal for the 
second successive year.  The award again recognizes the success of our 
initiatives in reducing the number of accidents and cases of ill-health in the 
University, and the effectiveness of our safety management systems.”  
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Shattered Lives Campaign 
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Bath Spa will receive its Gold Medal award during a ceremony at the 
Birmingham Hilton Metropole Hotel, at the National Exhibition Centre, on 14 
May.   
 
 
 
 
University Helps Shattered Lives Campaign 
 
The Health and Safety Executive asked Bath Spa University to help with its 
‘Shattered Lives’ campaign for 2009.  The national campaign, aimed at 
reducing the amount of serious injuries caused by slips, trips or falls in the 
workplace, is targeting the education sector this year. 
 
Two Bath Spa members of staff were photographed anonymously on the 
Newton Park campus, wearing cracked face masks which symbolise the 
shattering consequences of these accidents. The images are for use by the 
HSE to publicise its campaign. 
 
According to HSE figures for education as a whole, in 2007/8 slips and trips 
caused 60 per cent of serious accidents to people working in the sector, at 
a cost of £48.6 million. 
 
 
 
 
Serena is Jersey Sports Person of the Year 
 
England netball star Serena Guthrie, who is also a Bath Spa student, has 
been crowned Jersey’s Sports Person of the Year.  
 
Serena, now in her first year studying for a Geography degree at Bath Spa, 
is the best netballer ever to emerge from the Channel Islands.  She plays 
wing defence for the highly successful Team Bath and made her full 
international debut last year. 
 
The teenage Channel Islander was promoted to England’s senior squad 
from the Under 21s team, having been declared Netball Superleague 
Rookie of the Year, and is regarded as one of the country’s most promising 
young players. 
 
She was unable to attend the Sports Council awards ceremony due to 
Team Bath matches and trials for an England Under 21s series against 
Jamaica. However Serena says she is “absolutely delighted” with the 
award.    
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Bath Spa Swimmer Makes a Splash 
 
Another student heading for the top in sport is Joe Tellett.  Not only has Joe 
shown talent as a sculptor in the first year of his Fine Art course at Sion Hill, 
he is also one of Britain’s hottest prospects in swimming. 
 
Joe, who trains with the Team Bath performance swim squad, competed 
recently in the British Swimming Championships.  He achieved a personal 
best time of 23.27 in the 50 metre Freestyle to reach the championship 
final, where he came sixth.  There is now a real possibility of him qualifying 
for the World University Games. 
 
Joe has also served as a soldier in the Royal Marines.  In 2006 he became 
the fastest swimmer ever in any of the armed forces, making him an Elite 
sportsman.  He took part in British trials for the 2008 Olympic Games and 
recently represented Bath Spa at the British University Championships. 
 
     
 
The Food Supply Chain – Bath Spa Initiative 
 
Dr Anil de Sequeira, Food Studies subject leader in the University’s School 
of Science and the Environment, is taking the lead in a national research 
organisation.  He was recently appointed as chair of the Research Subject 
Interest Group (RSIG) of the professional body for food scientists and 
technologists, the Institute of Food Science and Technology (IFST). 
 
On 27 March Bath Spa University was the venue for a first exploratory 
meeting of the rejuvenated RSIG.  Its aim was to bring together a small 
group of IFST members to discuss how they can further enhance the 
Institute’s role in the public understanding of science. 
 
Over the years the IFST has made valuable contributions to consultations 
on the food supply chain, including developments in regulation and 
improving hygiene and the use of nanotechnologies in food processing.   
 
Dr de Sequeira said: “I strongly believe that the RSIG could play a role in 
responding to future IFST responses to such consultations.  It can also help 
raise the profile of the UK’s excellent research in food science and 
technology.”   
 
    
 
Debut Novel in Running for Orange Prize 
 
Samantha Harvey, a graduate from Bath Spa’s MA Creative Writing course, 
has made the 20-strong longlist for the 2009 Orange Prize for Fiction.  The 
Wilderness, published by Jonathan Cape, is her first novel. 
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Ruffled Umbrella 

�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

 
The prize, for female writers only, is open to novels in English by a woman 
of any nationality.   
 
The Wilderness is a powerful and moving story about Jake, a man in his 
sixties with Alzheimer’s.  As the disease takes hold he can’t remember 
whether his daughter is alive or dead and why his son is in prison.  The key 
events of his life are constantly shifting and melting into surreal dreams or 
nightmares.    
 
Samantha was awarded an MA with distinction from the Creative Writing 
course in 2005 and is now studying for a PhD.  She has travelled 
extensively, teaching in Japan and living in Ireland and New Zealand.  
 
 
 
 
International Award for Ruffled Umbrella 
 
A drama company made up of students from Bath Spa University has 
landed a prestigious prize at an international theatre festival in Paris.  
Ruffled Umbrella’s production of Dinner by Moira Buffini won the Best Show 
award at the Festival d’Hiver, an annual student drama festival. 
 
The top prize was judged by a panel of four theatre professionals, including 
a director of France’s National Theatre, from a shortlist of companies from 
France, Britain, Serbia and Macedonia. 
 
The Ruffled Umbrella show was directed by Philip Wall, who graduated in 
Performing Arts last year.  The cast, all final or second year students in 
Performing Arts and Drama Studies, were: Rob Cottrell, Isabel Snowden, 
Carl Fraser, Rebecca Beedles, Leah O’Neil, Bijan Arasteh and Jennifer 
Fitzgerald. 
 
Rob Cottrell said: “It’s an amazing achievement for us to be recognised by 
a panel of professionals and to win the award when up against other 
student companies from across Europe.  The whole festival was a great 
experience and will help us enormously when we are putting together our 
future projects.”  
 
The group is aiming to turn professional after graduation this summer and 
is lined up for the Edinburgh Fringe.  Ruffled Umbrella has also already 
been invited back to perform at next year’s Festival d’Hiver – as a 
professional company. 
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Musical Theatre Conference Sparks Debate 
 
Sixty Musical Theatre teachers and practitioners from across the UK and 
from the United States came to Bath Spa’s University Theatre for a two-day 
conference.  
 
The event, on 27 and 28 March, was organised by a senior drama lecturer 
at BSU, Dr Miranda Lundskaer-Nielson, with PALATINE (the Higher 
Education Academy Subject Centre for Dance, Drama and Music). 
 
Her conference, ‘Putting it Together: Teaching Musical Theatre in Higher 
Education’, involved specialists from universities, FE colleges and drama 
schools, as well as industry representatives.  It included talks, discussion 
panels and practical demonstration workshops. 
 
Dr Lundskaer-Nielsen said: “It was a really stimulating two days.  The event 
has already led to a new networking and resource website for Musical 
Theatre teachers and ideas for new links between HE institutions and the 
industry.”    
 
A full report on the conference sessions is available at www.palatine.ac.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 


