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Record Numbers Attend Open Day 
 
The University’s Open Day on Saturday 6 June was a lively occasion as 
hundreds of potential students descended on the Newton Park and Sion 
Hill campuses. 
 
A busy schedule of events was laid on for the visitors, ranging from subject 
presentations and workshops to talks on general topics including 
accommodation, student services, student life, and an overview of the 
University (provided by the Vice Chancellor). Mini buses shuttled visitors 
between campuses and to the off-site halls of residence, whilst an hour-
long city coach tour gave visitors unfamiliar with Bath a glimpse of the city. 
 
As ever, student ambassadors were invaluable in making the day a 
success, helping with tasks ranging from tours of the campus and the 
accommodation, to registering people on arrival, handling enquiries – and 
general ‘crowd control’. 
 
The scheduling of the Open Day in June – a month later than in recent 
years – proved very popular with students and parents, with a record 
number of over 2,000 visitors attending. 
 
For Newton Park it did, however, mean a rapid turnaround from both the 
exams of the previous week and the Summer Ball the night before, and 
staff worked particularly hard to prepare the campus. Student ambassadors 
who had attended the Ball also put in a little extra effort to maintain their 
usual enthusiasm and energy throughout the day!   At Sion Hill visitors 
were impressed by the stunning Degree Show exhibition, which opened the 
previous evening.  
 
Feedback from both visitors and staff is crucial to planning subsequent 
Open Days.  However evaluations have been very positive.  The question 
“How could we have improved your visit?” brought comments such as: “You 
couldn’t, I loved it”. 
 
 
 
The Zutons Light Up Summer Ball  
 
For their annual Summer Ball the Students’ Union pulled off a spectacular 
coup by booking the Zutons - one of the country’s best known bands - as 
their headline act.  This review of a memorable gig is by first year Creative 
Writing student Kate Voutt.   
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Despite the rain students lucky enough to get hold of a Summer Ball ticket 
crammed into the main tent, waiting with bated breath for the Zutons.  They 
were not disappointed. 
 
Storming onto the stage for their first ever performance in Bath, the band 
launched into a lively set as the audience rose to their feet and crowded 
round the stage to get a better view.  Helped by the tremendous light 
display and projections of images onto giant screens around the walls of 
the tent, the atmosphere was electric, the music energetic and the rain 
forgotten. 
 
Although a lot of the songs were appreciated most by the hardcore Zutons 
fans, there was one song that had the entire tent singing along - Valerie 
(famously covered by Mark Ronson and Amy Winehouse). With the 
opening riff a cheer went up from the crowd and every person began to 
move - jumping, dancing and waving their arms. Front man David McCabe 
urged them on, waving his own arms and encouraging his audience to sing 
along. 
 
After Valerie the Zutons performed a further handful of hits, to which the 
crowd reacted accordingly.  Leaving the stage to huge applause, the 
Zutons had succeeded in becoming the best Summer Ball act ever. 
 
 
 
 
Samantha Just Misses Orange Prize 
  
A graduate from Bath Spa University’s MA Creative Writing course, 
Samantha Harvey, narrowly missed out on the Orange Prize for Fiction.  
Samantha had been included on a shortlist of six for her debut novel The 
Wilderness. 
 
However the judging panel opted for the great American writer Marilynne 
Robinson as winner of this prestigious international prize, which is awarded 
for the best novel of the year written by a woman.  Her book Home was 
chosen unanimously ahead of the others. 
 
For Samantha, though, who graduated from Bath Spa in 2005, it was a 
remarkable achievement to make the final six.  She was the only British 
author and the only first novelist to be shortlisted. 
 
The Wilderness, published by Jonathan Cape, is a powerful and moving 
story about a man in his sixties with Alzheimer’s who cannot remember 
whether his daughter is alive or dead or why his son is in prison.     
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Bath Spa’s stand at Graduate 
Fashion Week in London 
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Bath Spa’s First Professional Fashion Show 
 
Bath Spa University has staged its first ever professional fashion show.  
The catwalk show, at the Assembly Rooms in Bath on 16 June, showcased 
collections designed by graduates and students from the Fashion course at 
the University’s School of Art and Design. 
 
The event was organised by Fashion course leader Louise Pickles and a 
London show producer, John Walford, who for many years has produced 
catwalk shows for London, New York and Hong Kong Fashion Weeks.  The 
collections were modelled by professional London-based models. 
 
This was the first time the University has exhibited its graduates’ work in a 
live professional show since the BA Fashion Design course was set up five 
years ago 
 
A total of 19 graduate collections, each consisting of five outfits, were 
presented on the catwalk.  Another section of the show featured the work of 
Bath Spa’s current fashion students, with 15 collections by second year 
designers.  
 
The previous week, for the second year running, Bath Spa University was 
shortlisted for the best stand award at Graduate Fashion Week in London.  
Louise and her student designers received excellent feedback at the event 
from industry visitors and were highly praised for the quality and 
professionalism of their stand. 
 
 
 
Job Prospects Improved in Three Minutes 
 
Nearly 100 business people and Bath Spa students came face to face with 
each other at a speednetworking event in Bath city centre. The University 
teamed up with the Federation of Small Businesses (Bath branch) to run 
the session at Green Park Station on 8 June.  
 
Their aim was to bring together graduating students with local small and 
medium-sized businesses to make new contacts and seek new job 
opportunities – in double quick time.  Each one-to-one conversation lasted 
just three and a half minutes, before a whistle blew to signal the next 
meeting.    
 
It was an informal and relaxed event, designed to help the students meet 
as many business contacts as possible in the space of a couple of hours.  
Thanks to funding from the South West of England Regional Development 
Agency’s ‘Graduates 4 Business’ initiative, it also alerted potential 
employers to the benefits of accessing student talent, be it through 
placements, projects or full-time jobs.  
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Dr Mahinda Deegalle with 
students in Seoul 2008 
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studied at Bath Spa 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
The University’s Head of Employability Adam Powell said: “Networking is 
now more important than ever, given the economic climate.  Even in these 
challenging times our students and graduates are still gaining employment, 
placements and internships by promoting themselves effectively and 
highlighting their skills, strengths and interests to other people.   
 
“This event also highlighted to local employers how our students and 
graduates can help support and develop their business, especially given 
the wealth of talent from Bath Spa University they have right on their 
doorstep.”  
 
 
 

Buddhist Summer in Korea 
 
Bath Spa University has again won a grant to send a group of students on 
an exchange trip to South Korea.  Funding from the Prime Minister’s 
Initiative 2 programme, administered by the British Council, will make 
possible a second summer visit to study Buddhism and Korean culture at 
Dongguk University in Seoul. 
 
Last year’s grant enabled five Bath Spa undergraduates to join the summer 
programme in the South Korean capital, led by senior lecturer in Study of 
Religions Dr Mahinda Deegalle.  As a result of their participation five 
Korean students arrived at Bath Spa last August for a year of full-time 
study. 
 
The Bath Spa students selected for this summer’s visit to Seoul are from 
Study of Religions, Philosophy & Ethics and Creative Writing courses.  
They leave on 28 June for a month of studying Indian and Korean 
Buddhism and other religions, with the chance to stay in a Buddhist 
meditation centre. 
 
The study programme has now been included in curriculum development at 
Bath Spa through a newly validated module entitled Religion, Philosophy 
and Cultural Practices in Korea.  It requires the students to produce a DVD, 
for which they have received film production training in the University’s 
Broadcast Lab, to enhance their employability skills.   
 
 
 
Bath Spa Students Impress at Music Festival 
 
Students from across the University’s School of Music and Performing Arts 
made an impressive contribution to the Bath International Music Festival. 
Our musicians were especially high profile with their involvement in the  
Festival’s two days of celebrations marking the 75th birthday of Sir Harrison 
Birtwistle. 
 



 
 
 

 
 

Bath Spa New Music Group: 
performance at Guildhall 
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In the concert ‘Ritual and Theatre’, hosted by the composer himself, Bath 
Spa New Music Group and Chamber Choir were conducted by Head of 
Music Charles Wiffen for a variety of Birtwistle chamber and choral works.  
 
Young pianists from the University also took part in the ‘Pianos, Clocks and 
Elegies’ concert.  In a fantastic climax to the Birtwistle celebrations music 
lecturer Roger Heaton was one of the conductors in Bath Abbey for a 
performance again featuring Bath Spa New Music Group. 
 
The Festival’s opening night ‘Party in the City’ featured a display of 
Indonesian music and dancing by the Bath Spa Gamelan Project and a 
performance in the Abbey by Bath Spa University Choir. 
 
Other highlights during the Festival included five productions in four days at 
the Egg and Ustinov theatres by Bath Spa’s Full Tilt Theatre Company.  
They included the classic comedies Abigail’s Party by Mike Leigh and The 
Importance of Being Earnest by Oscar Wilde.  
 
 
 
Hungary for Maths Teaching 
 
Despite being a small country Hungary has long had an excellent 
reputation for its mathematics teaching, scoring highly in international 
comparative studies.  So what are the secrets of its success?  
 
In late April Dr Marcus Witt, Bath Spa lecturer in Primary Mathematics 
Education, visited Kaposvar University in southern Hungary to find out what  
makes Hungarian maths teaching so effective.  Bath Spa has an 
established link with Kaposvar University through the Erasmus exchange 
scheme. 
 
Dr Witt spent a week in Kaposvar talking to Hungarian colleagues and 
trainee teachers.  While he was there he also presented some research 
work at a national education conference and was invited to several primary 
schools to observe and then talk to experienced Hungarian teachers. 
 
Dr Witt says: “It was a genuine privilege to be invited into Hungarian 
classrooms and to see their education system in action. I can see some of 
the reasons why their pupils emerge from school with such a positive view 
of mathematics.” 
 
Kaposvar University is keen to welcome students from Bath Spa on the 
Erasmus exchange programme.  Anybody interested in spending a 
semester in southern Hungary can contact Dr Witt in the School of 
Education for details.  
 
 
 
    



 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Tim George (left), Alice Gabb 
and Joe Hinder 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Poached salmon: the food chain 
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Bath Spa Graphic Designers Chosen for London Show 
 
Three students just graduating from the BA Graphic Communication course 
in Bath Spa’s School of Art and Design have been selected for an 
exhibition at a leading international design agency, KesselsKramer, in 
London. 
 
The trio are Tim George, Alice Gabb and Joe Hinder.  The exhibition, 
entitled ‘KK Job Centre’, features the best of this year’s graduate graphic 
designers and illustrators from across the UK.  It will take place at the new 
London offices of KesselsKramer in July.   
 
The exhibition theme is a job shop, with tongue-in-cheek references to the 
social and economic problems from the current recession.  The interior of 
KK Outlet at 42 Hoxton Square in London will be transformed into a mock 
job centre with disgruntled job seekers and queues leading nowhere. 
 
Tim, Alice and Joe are all members of the Just Us Design Collective, 
created to showcase young and emerging creative talent from universities 
and colleges nationwide. 
 
The KK Job Centre exhibition will run from 2 to 27 July.  You can see other 
work by the three Bath Spa designers at www.justusdesigncollective.com 
  
 
 

Student Dylan Educates Children About  Food 
 
Bath Spa student Dylan O’Driscoll is also an experienced professional chef 
– and now he is passing on his knowledge about food to children.  He has 
launched an independent website to educate them on what we eat. 
 
His website, Follow Food Chain, gives reliable facts about simple dishes 
such as the traditional Sunday roast, including their history, health benefits, 
methods of production and any ethical issues. It’s intended for children of 
secondary school age, their teachers and anyone with an interest in food. 
 
Dylan designed the website as his third year Creative Enterprise project at 
Bath Spa while studying for a degree in Creative Writing and History.  He 
previously trained as a chef at the world-renowned Ballymaloe Cookery 
School in Ireland and has experience of sourcing the finest ingredients.  
 
Dylan said: “After being a chef for a few years I did a season in a ski resort.  
There I experienced first hand how fussy children are with their food.  So I 
decided to create the website because studies show that children with a 
greater awareness of food are more likely to try it.”    
You can see the results of his work at: www.followfoodchain.co.uk 
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Parlez-vous francais? Players 
Scott Bemand & Andy Beattie 

�
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�
�
�
�
�
�

 
 
University Retains ‘Investors in People’ Award 
 
Bath Spa University holds the Investors in People (IIP) award, which is a 
nationally recognised quality standard demonstrating commitment to 
employee learning and development. IIP requires us to demonstrate that 
we still comply with the standard every three years.  In May 70 staff were 
selected at random to be interviewed by an external IIP assessor in order to 
determine whether we are maintaining the standard. 
 
The assessor’s report confirmed that we continue to meet the standard and 
have demonstrated continuous improvement in many areas.  Our Nursery 
was particularly highlighted as an excellent example of implementing IIP 
principles. 
 
The assessor also commented on how many staff told her that they 
enjoyed working here. The award is a formal recognition of our ongoing 
commitment to the learning and development of our staff. 
 
 
 
 
Zut Alors!  French Lesson at the Rec 
 
Bath Spa University joined forces with Bath Rugby Club to assist children 
and some of the players with their French.  Philip Campagna, Modern 
Languages course leader in Bath Spa’s School of Education, helped 
organise a visit to the club for 20 pupils from two secondary schools in 
Yeovil.  
 
Philip is a Somerset rugby referee in his spare time and speaks Italian, 
French, German and Spanish.  Under his guidance the children toured the 
Rec and interviewed two of the players - Scott Bemand and Andy Beattie - 
to test their French. Apparently they found plenty of scope for improvement! 
 
The school groups are now working on a presentation of their findings, also 
in French.  The project, first of its kind with Bath Rugby Club, is part of the 
national Routes into Languages programme, funded by the government to 
increase the study of languages in schools and universities.        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


