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Asha Sarabhai

Fashion Designer Honoured at Graduation Ceremonies

Around 2,500 students have gained degrees and diplomas from Bath Spa
University this year — and many of them attended the graduation
ceremonies on Friday 17 and Saturday 18 July.

They were joined at the ceremonies by three recipients of an honorary
degree, including the leading Indian fashion and textiles designer Asha
Sarabhai. Asha has been awarded her honorary Doctorate of Letters in
recognition of her support for student designers and close ties with the
University’s Fashion and Textile Design department.

Honorary DLitts were also bestowed on Professor Brian Gomes da Costa
and Dr Paul Phillips. Prof Gomes da Costa was Director of the University’s
predecessor institution, Bath College of Higher Education, for 12 years. Dr
Phillips is Principal of Weston Further Education College, the largest of
Bath Spa’s partnership FE colleges, which under his leadership has
achieved outstanding academic results.

Those graduating included Elaine Lam, a senior lecturer in the School of
Education, who is the first person to receive a PhD from Bath Spa now that
the University has powers to award its own research degrees.

Special congratulations also go to 80-year-old Doreen Carpenter, from
Saltford, who proved it's never too late to learn by graduating with a degree
in Fashion and Textile Design.

In his speech of welcome to the graduation ceremonies Vice-Chancellor
Professor Frank Morgan said he and all staff were fully aware of the difficult
employment situation for graduates this year, but the University would
continue to help its students with their career ambitions, including after
graduation.

The Vice-Chancellor cited outstanding reports from the QAA and OFSTED
and consistently high placing in university league tables as confirmation of
Bath Spa’s forward momentum. After giving numerous examples of the
successes of individual students, staff and new partnership schemes,
Professor Morgan concluded:

“We are the only University in the United Kingdom that has no borrowing on
its balance sheet. As such we are in good shape to meet what is
undoubtedly going to be a difficult time over the next two years or more.”




Zach Dowd receiving his award
from Alex Wood of Systemagic

Prof Fiona Montgomery

Zach Named Student Employee of the Year

The University has named Zach Dowd as its 'Student Employee of the
Year' for 2009. Zach has just finished his first year of a BA Graphic
Communication degree and won the award for the outstanding contribution
he has made in his part-time work as a graphic designer with Systemagic
Ltd, an IT company based in Bath.

For the past few years Bath Spa has taken part in this national competition
organised by NASES (National Association of Student Employment
Services). Its aim is to recognise and promote the achievements of
students who combine part-time work with their study commitments in an
effective way.

Nominations for the award were requested from local employers who have
recruited students through the University's Job Shop. Nominations were
also received from The Jane Austen Centre, Bath Rugby Club and Lindley
Catering at Bath Race Course.

After much deliberation on an extremely high-quality set of entries, the Bath
Spa judging panel voted Zach as their unanimous winner. Alex Wood,
Director at Systemagic, nominated Zach because of the huge difference he
has made to the company since joining them in November 2008.

Alex commented: “Zach joined us initially to design our in-house marketing
material. His clear talent for graphic and web design has now made him an
integral part of our design team and has allowed us to expand and gain
new business.”

Senior Figures Take Early Retirement

Four members of the University’s Senior Management Team are taking
voluntary early retirement this summer. They are: Prof Fiona Montgomery,
Allan Dyson, Prof David Coulby and Amanda Leon.

Tributes have been paid to them by the University and their colleagues,
who say they will be much missed.

Prof Montgomery created the School of Historical and Cultural Studies and
has led it for more than seven years. With Fiona as its Head the School
has achieved excellence in teaching and research, including an
outstanding performance in the recent RAE, and given all staff excellent
professional and personal support.

In his 20 years at the University Allan Dyson, a food scientist, has worked
tirelessly to uphold the highest standards. As Head of the School of




Allan Dyson with graduating
students

Science and the Environment:
merging with Social Sciences

Science and the Environment since 2001 Allan has developed courses
which are attractive to both students and employers and ensured that
science provision at Bath Spa continues to flourish.

Prof David Coulby, Head of International Activities for the last eight years,
was previously Dean of the Faculty of Education. In that first role he
introduced the new subjects of Sociology, Psychology, Study of Religions
and International Education and contributed to the emerging academic
maturity of the institution.

Amanda Leon, Head of Student Support Services, will be leaving Bath Spa
on 31 August. The University has thanked Amanda for her hard work over
the last eight years and offered her best wishes for the future.

The following staff are also leaving the University this summer:
Angela Amanatullah (Desktop Publishing Operator)

Alison Bacon (IT Training and Support Officer)

Margaret Butcher (Cleaner/Seamstress)

Judith Crisp (Purchasing Officer)

Beth Edwards (Senior Lecturer:PGCE Secondary Education)
Alan Every (Technical Architect)

Reginald Grimley (Cleaner/Porter/Driver)

Gemma Holden (Admissions Administrator)

Ray Johnson (Senior Lecturer:Business & Management)
Daniel Lanfear (Trainee Gardener)

Stuart McDonough (Corporate Services Manager)

Felicity Medcalf (Information Assistant)

Michael Osborn (Estates Manager)

Vicky Smith (Job Shop Assistant)

Michael Soderberg (Senior Lecturer:Graphic Design)
Geoffrey White (Senior Lecturer:Secondary PGCE ICT)
Richard Winfield (Technician:Ceramics)

Mary Dooley and Isobel Macdougall have joined the University, job sharing
as Foundation Degrees Programme Leader.

Schools Merge in University Restructure

Part of the University’s academic structure will change from 1 September.
The School of Historical and Cultural Studies is merging with the School of
English and Creative Studies to form the new School of Humanities and
Cultural Industries, led by Prof Tim Middleton.

The School of Science and the Environment is combining with the School
of Social Sciences to form the new School of Science and Social Science,
under the leadership of Prof Robert Mears.

Meanwhile the Student Support Services department has become part of
Registry.




Primary Schools’ Parliament

B&NES Chair ClIr Bryan Chalker
with some of the children

Tony Dewberry and Jon Brady:
20 years’ service

Bath Spa Hosts Children’s Parliament

Almost 100 children from Bath and North East Somerset were given their
first taste of democracy — at a Primary Schools’ Parliament hosted by the
University. Pupils from 46 primary, infants and junior schools gathered in
the University Theatre to make proposals, then debate and vote on them.

The children had been asked to think of ideas in answer to the question:
“How can we make life better for children?” They split into groups to draw
up detailed proposals before presenting them to the main assembly.

Councillors and senior officers from Bath and North East Somerset Council,
including B&NES chairman Clir Bryan Chalker, were in the audience.

They promised to take heed of the children’s views when deciding future
policies for the area.

The young delegates impressed everybody with the maturity, good sense
and clarity of all eight final proposals and how well they explained them to
SO0 many people.

They called for better playgrounds, free bus travel, free swimming, more
activities outside school, disabled access to swimming pools and more
money for young carers looking after a disabled relative.

When these ideas were put to a vote, overwhelmingly the most popular
were the two involving disabilities.

Long Service Awards

At the Board of Governors meeting on 24 June two members of the Bath
Spa University Vice-Chancellor's Group were presented with certificates in
recognition of 20 years’ service.

Jon Brady joined Bath College of Higher Education as a Financial
Controller from E.K. Williams, after training as a chartered accountant with
Touche Ross & Co. (now Deloitte). Having completed a CIMA qualification
early in his career here, Jon was appointed Director of Finance and
Resources in August 2005.

Tony Dewberry joined from Wandsworth Borough Council as Corporation
Secretary and Clerk to the Board of Governors. An architect by profession,
Tony was appointed Assistant Director in 1995 and Deputy Vice-Chancellor
in August 2005.




Airport dance floor

Prof Robert Mears

Excess Baggage at Bristol Airport

Passengers at Bristol International Airport had a rare treat when they were
entertained by dancers from Bath Spa University. On 9 June graduating
dance students performed a work called ‘Excess Baggage’ in the check-in
area of the terminal building.

A total of 34 students from the Graduation Station dance company were
involved. All three performances, announced beforehand over the airport’s
PA system, drew enthusiastic applause from passengers and ground staff
alike.

The management at Lulsgate had been approached for permission
because ‘Excess Baggage’ was based on an airport theme. They
welcomed the idea and willingly gave permission for our students to
perform there.

The work, directed by Karla Shacklock, was also staged at the University
Theatre for three nights, at the ICIA Bath and at the Tacchi Morris Arts
Centre in Taunton.

Innovative Assessment in Sociology

Prof Robert Mears, Head of the new School of Science and Social Science,
is to lead a national research project on assessment in undergraduate
Sociology. He has won a grant of £12,000 from C-SAP, the Higher
Education Academy’s subject centre for Sociology, Anthropology and
Politics.

The project is one of four selected for funding by C-SAP out of 50
applications. Prof Mears will be joined by academics from four other
university Sociology departments in research that will also involve students.

Their aim is to follow up a national survey 10 years ago, led by Bath Spa
sociologists, which attempted to identify innovation and good practice in
assessment for the subject with the aim of disseminating them. Since then
national student dissatisfaction with assessment has grown.

Prof Mears and his team now intend to repeat their past survey to find out
how far, if at all, things have changed and why some university Sociology
departments have adapted more readily than others.

Prof Mears said: “There is a national need for Sociology assessment to be
more imaginative and ‘authentic’, able to replicate tasks that students will
do in employment. We shall ask whether the tasks set by lecturers are
helping students apply their subject knowledge to ‘real world’ situations.”




Dr Sandie Taylor

Trailblazing: Prof Dan Davies in
New Zealand

Bath Spa Psychologist Joins Parliamentary Crime Gro ups

A senior psychology lecturer, Dr Sandie Taylor, has become a member of
two specialist parliamentary groups at Westminster.

Dr Taylor was invited to join the All Party Parliamentary Group for Social
Science and Policy as a result of her expertise in criminology. The
invitation came after she presented research on serial killers and on fear of
crime at the British Psychological Society annual conference in April.

On 16 June Dr Taylor attended a meeting of the group at Portcullis House,
Westminster, to advise policy-makers on alternatives to custodial
sentencing. She is also due to speak at the panel’s next meeting, on knife
crime, in September.

Dr Taylor has also joined an all-party group examining issues such as the
impact of personal experience on our perception of crime and offenders.

Dan Davies Studies Primary Education in New Zealand

The School of Education’s Head of Research, Prof Dan Davies, has
returned from three months’ study leave as Visiting Professor at the
University of Auckland in New Zealand.

He was working with lan Milne, head of the New Zealand Association for
Science Education. They collected data from a range of primary schools
for their forthcoming book ‘Teaching Science Creatively in the Primary
School’, which is to be published by Routledge in 2010.

Dan also presented a paper based on an evaluation of the Bristol-based
project, Active Learning in Primary Science, at four conferences in
Dunedin, Christchurch, Wellington and Auckland.

Dan says: “The New Zealand school curriculum has recently undergone a
major review and it was interesting to make comparisons between the
status of science in this curriculum and the changes currently proposed in
the two competing primary reviews in England.”

Teacher perspectives on the impact of curricular changes were sought and
will be included in the new book.

In between these academic engagements Dan found time to walk the four-
day Milford Track in the Fiordland area of the South Island, to visit the
actively volcanic White Island in the Bay of Plenty and to swim with
dolphins in the Bay of Islands. “It was a tough assignment,” he recalls, “but
somebody had to do it!”




Shanghai

Darrell Watts revealing secrets of
the ‘Lost Meadow’

Bath Spa Students Win Study Places in China

Four students have become the first from Bath Spa to be selected for a
prestigious study programme in China.

Julia Branton, Charlotte Lynch, Roxanne Capitani and Francesca Leach
were all given places this year on the Study China programmes, funded by
the UK government. These are three-week courses in Chinese language
and culture which run at Easter and in the summer and are based at
Chinese universities.

Julia (second year Fine Art) and Charlotte (second year Psychology) went
on the Easter programme, studying at universities in Shanghai and Beijing
respectively. Roxanne, who has just graduated with a degree in

Philosophy and Ethics with GIS, and Francesca (second year Biology) will
be travelling to Nanjing in August for courses based at Nanjing University.

The Study China initiative, which began in 2007, is a result of the UK
government encouraging students based in Britain to study abroad during
their time at university.

For further details contact Rosemary Sansome in International Activities.
r.sansome@bathspa.ac.uk

The Lost Meadow

Wild plants with fabulous names like Adder’s Tongue, Yellow Rattle,
Quaking Grass and Drooping Sedge have all but disappeared from the
language — just as they have from our rapidly diminishing meadows.

However one place where they still thrive is a strip of land at Newton Park,
flanking the roadway in front of Main House. This narrow bank, known as
the ‘Lost Meadow’, has deliberately been spared from weedkillers and
fertiliser for at least 40 years. As a result it has over 60 varieties of
flowering plant - including 30 grasses and sedges, many of them now rare
in the countryside at large.

A group of BSU staff were recently treated to a guided tour by a real expert,
Darrell Watts from the School of Science and the Environment. He
provided a fascinating history of the site itself and meadows in general,
from the first agriculture 3,000 years ago.

Darrell explained that the bank used to form part of hay meadows that for
many centuries were far more widespread throughout the area. Now
conserved by the Duchy of Cornwall and the University, the ‘Lost Meadow’
is a treasured vestige of the past.







