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Bath Spa University Meeting with Employment Ministe r

Bath Spa University has joined forces with the government to help
professional and executive jobseekers from the local community. Bath Spa
and two other universities in the South West were invited by Jobcentre Plus
to provide careers coaching courses for business professionals and
executives who have recently been made redundant as a result of the
recession.

On 9 September Bath Spa’s Head of Employability Adam Powell was part
of a small delegation who met the Employment Minister (and Minister for
the South West) Jim Knight to share their experience of running the
successful pilot courses.

Bath Spa’s own careers experts, who normally offer advice to students and
graduates, hosted an intensive three-day course on the main University
campus, Newton Park, in July. A total of 23 jobseekers attended, ranging
from a finance director to a partner in a law firm and all recently made
redundant.

They received specialist guidance on how to achieve their full potential in
the current jobs market, including new career paths such as starting a
business, retraining, updating skills and taking up postgraduate study. The
course explored the latest techniques in compiling executive CVs, online
applications and in advanced interview skKills.

Adam Powell said: “There was 100 per cent attendance on the course and
really positive feedback from those who took part. Our involvement in this
exciting pilot shows the willingness of Bath Spa University to diversify in
these challenging times.”

Bath Spa is hoping the new link between universities and Jobcentre Plus,
run so far as a pilot project, will eventually be rolled out nationwide.

2009 Student Recruitment

Following an unprecedented level of interest during the Clearing process
Bath Spa has successfully filled its undergraduate courses for 2009 entry.
Art and Design course at Sion Hill recruited particularly well this year and
had no vacancies during Clearing, while courses based at Newton Park
and at partner colleges/institutions needed to recruit around 70 additional
students in order to meet intake targets.
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As was widely predicted the Clearing process this year proved to be highly
competitive, with students seeking university places significantly
outnumbering places available. At Bath Spa we had filled our vacancies
after a single day. Website hits peaked at 7,288 on Thursday 20 August
(A-level results day), when a total of 1,159 phone calls were also received.

PGCE courses have also filled this year, after an unprecedented 24%
increase in applications, making this the most successful year for PGCE
recruitment in recent years. Even ‘shortage subjects’ such as Maths and
D&T - traditionally difficult to recruit — have filled comfortably.

Congratulations to all staff involved - in many different guises - in this year’s
successful student recruitment.

Student Accommodation Complex Opens

Charlton Court, the new student accommodation in Lower Bristol Road, has
been completed on time for the start of the academic year.

The £22m development, next to Waterside Court, is now ready to house
more than 300 Bath Spa students. A total of 219 first years and 95 who
are in their second or third year or postgraduates at Bath Spa can move in
from 27 September.

The impressive housing complex is clad with Bath stone, zinc and slate. It's
managed by Unite, who cut time and costs by using prefabricated bedroom
units made off site at their factory near Stroud and craned into the building.

Charlton Court

The rooms are all en-suite and some have river views. Prices, ranging
from £112 to £117 a week, include in-room Internet access, contents
insurance and utility bills. There is an on-site laundry, bike storage,
common room and a garden.

The new accommodation eases the pressure on local affordable housing
and is likely to reduce the number of homes in nearby Oldfield Park and
other parts of Bath being converted to student flats.

Graduate Amy Raises £60,000 for African Orphanage

Amy Lambert, a recent graduate from Bath Spa University who saved an
African orphanage from closure, has now raised £60,000 to build a new
one.

Before the final year of her Psychology and Health Studies course Amy
spent two months last summer volunteering at the Kichijo Orphanage in
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Tanzania. She helped care for more than 100 children, many of whom had
lost one or both parents to AIDS or malaria.

Amy was so horrified at the deprivation there she mounted a fund-raising
campaign in the UK. Orphanage staff could no longer afford the rent and
its children were in danger of being forced onto the streets.

The 24-year-old organised a series of charity events in the Bath area and
raised £13,000 in a few weeks to keep the orphanage going. Publicity in
the national press has since brought more donations flooding in. She now
- has enough money - £60,000 - to replace the orphanage, where up to six
Amy Lambert at Kichijo youngsters share a bed in squalid conditions.

Amy graduated from Bath Spa University with a 2:1 degree, then returned
to Tanzania. She has already bought a plot of land to provide a new
building and grounds for the orphanage where children can learn, play and
sleep in safety.

Amy said: “It's taken a lot of hard work, especially as I've had to juggle it
with my university course, but I'm over the moon that the wheels are finally
in motion. People have been so, so generous and I'm really amazed by the
amount of money we've raised for this wonderful cause.”

Donations to the orphanage fund can be made at www.kichijo.org

Binge Drinking — the Historical Perspective

Britain’s binge drinking culture has been a hotly disputed social and political
issue in recent years. However in a new book Dr James Nicholls, senior
lecturer in Cultural Studies, reveals that national concern over alcohol dates
back at least four centuries.

While the current debate rages over controversies such as 24-hour pub
licensing and the cheap sale of alcohol in supermarkets, Dr Nicholls puts it
all into historical context. In The Politics of Alcohol — a history of the drink
guestion in England he argues that to understand today’s problems we
should examine the past as well as the present.

His book, published by Manchester University Press and attracting
considerable media interest, gives a detailed survey of public attitudes
towards drinking ever since licensing was first introduced in Tudor times.

Dr Nicholls said: “By looking at the impact of policy on our behaviour over
time | have tried to show that England is not just a nation of boozers.
There are periods in history when we have drunk a lot, but also others
when this was not the case. For example, in the first half of the twentieth
century alcohol consumption was relatively low compared with other
countries.”

The Politics of Alcohol




Dr James Nicholls

Orestes: Re-examined

He relates how current worries about drunkenness and the availability of
cheap alcohol have parallels in the huge popularity of gin among the
masses in Georgian England, followed by the nineteenth century
temperance movement. The book shows that concerns over drinking have
always been tied to broader questions about national identity, individual
freedom and the relationship between government and the market.

Dr Nicholls acknowledges that current drinking levels among teenagers in
the UK are “worryingly high”, although he says overall consumption by
Britons is comparable to many countries in Europe. He charts an increase
in youth drinking from the mid 1990s, through the combined effect of more
affordable alcohol, reduced licensing controls and drinks industry marketing
aimed at young people.

In The Politics of Alcohol Dr Nicholls also brings us right up to date with an
analysis of new developments such as the rise of alcohol-related disease
among drinkers of all ages, the emergence of supermarkets as market
leaders in cheap alcohol sales and signs that the Government may be
starting to think differently about alcohol policies.

The Bath Spa academic stresses that he is not preaching or being
judgmental, but trying to explain our drinking culture in historical terms
which may offer a new perspective on the complex social questions posed
by alcohol today.

Greek Tragedy Secures London Run

A unique version of the classic Greek tragedy Orestes, devised by Bath
Spa Performing Arts students, is being staged in London. Director Emma
Gersch has secured a run for Orestes: Re-examined at the cutting edge
Southwark Playhouse from 17 September to 3 October.

The show resulted from third year students creating their own interpretation
of the tragedy as their Performing Arts re-invention project for 2009.
Orestes: Re-examined, produced by Bath Spa’s Full Tilt Theatre Company,
was received with acclaim when it opened at the University Theatre last
December. It later toured to prisons in the South West.

At the Southwark Playhouse the show has a new cast, with graduates and
undergraduates working alongside professional actors. The original
creative team has been enhanced by the addition of a composer, script
writer and movement director.

Orestes: Re-examined invites us into the underground lair of a mob of
rebels, who have taken Orestes hostage. The audience then becomes a
jury, with responsibility for deciding Orestes’ fate as he is tried for the
murder of his mother.




Ellie Simmonds: Paralympic
superstar

The production fuses original text with a thumping sound track and ritual
movement into an immersive, urgent and striking piece of theatre.

Emma said: “This is a fantastic opportunity for graduates and
undergraduates of the Performing Arts programme to come back together
for a professional production experience.”

University Backs Projects Linked to 2012 Olympics

Bath Spa University has become a project partner in RELAYS (Regional
Educational Legacy in Arts and Youth Sport). It's an innovative and
ambitious programme designed to inspire young people and their
communities to participate in, create and promote cultural and sporting
activities in South West England.

The aim of RELAYS is to create a positive and lasting legacy beyond the
London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games. Take a look at the London
2012 website www.london2012.com for further information about the
Cultural Olympiad.

RELAYS focuses on three main themes — sport and wellbeing; arts and
culture; and knowledge and learning. It will run and support a variety of
exciting festivals, events and activities throughout the region, incorporating
an eclectic mix of cultural and sporting activities - including filmmaking,
music, art, circus skills, theatre, fashion, creative writing, dance and
opportunities to try out a range of new sports.

Events will be supported by the project partners, who include Bath Spa and
10 other South West universities, the Association of Colleges, The Works
Cornwall, Lyme Regis Development Trust, Watershed, ArtsMatrix, the Eden
Project, Creative Skills, South West Screen and South West Tourism.

Bath Spa is hosting a RELAYS Cultural Coordinator. Arilda Tymko has
been in post since January and previously worked for South West Screen,
which supports and develops creative media industries in the South West.

Arilda will be working closely with students and staff at Bath Spa, as well as
local schools and colleges, community and youth groups, festivals, artists
and sports clubs, to develop and deliver an exciting events programme in
and around Bath. The highlight will be a new Bath Festival of lllumination,
taking place in 2010 and 2012. The 2010 event will be small in scale and
will build up to a large-scale outdoor arts celebration in 2012 to mark the
London Olympic and Paralympic Games.

To find out more about how you can get involved contact Arilda Tymko on
01225 876536 or 07817 527102 or a.tymko@bathspa.ac.uk. Follow Arilda’s
RELAYS blog at http://relaysevents.blogspot.com and visit the RELAYS
website: www.herda-sw.ac.uk/relays
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Norman Payne — Tributes to a Great Academic

Tributes have been paid to Norman Payne, former principal of the
University’s predecessor institution Bath College of Higher Education, who
has died at the age of 84.

Ex-colleague Professor Stephen Ward, now Dean of Bath Spa’s School of
Education, described him as “a great academic and a powerful manager”,
but also a quiet and modest man who cared deeply about the College and
all his staff.

Mr Payne supervised the merger in 1975 between Bath College of
Education and Newton Park College of Education to form Bath College of
Higher Education. He retired in 1985 after 17 years in charge.

Prof Ward said: “The College has always had a high reputation for its
teacher training and much of this was due to the high regard in which
Norman was held by government officers in the Department of Education
and Science.”

The funeral was held at Holy Trinity Church in Newton St Loe.

Head of HR and the Dragon

Bath Spa’s Head of HR, Arlene Stone, was recently invited to speak at the
Talent Pool Annual Members Conference in Reading. The theme of the
conference was ‘A Common Sense Approach to Business’, with the
keynote speech delivered by Deborah Meaden of the BBC’s Dragon’s Den.

Arlene spoke about ‘A Common Sense Approach to People’ and her
presentation encompassed three areas: know yourself, know your people,
and know your operating environment.

Talent Pool Director Lisa Smale said: “We had fantastic feedback about the
session Arlene delivered. Her practical advice has already been applied by
several of the delegates, and the insights she shared were referred to
throughout the day during group activities.”

Delegate Adrian Peace, Head of Simplification at Somerfield, commented:
“Arlene's session was so clear and set the scene really well for the day”.




Cycle Champion: Derek Pierce

Why are we here? Photo from
Lucy and Sally’s book

Derek’s Winning Return to Cycle Racing after 34 Yea rs

Derek Pierce is a man of many parts. Not only is he a long-serving music
technician at Bath Spa and former DJ at Moles Club, who was once invited
on tour with the Eurythmics (turning down the offer in order to start his job
here!) Now Derek has become a national cycling champion at the age of
62.

Derek was one of the country’s fastest distance racing cyclists until a badly
broken leg forced him to give up the sport back in 1975. He made a
comeback last year and this August, with two other members of Bath
Cycling Club (both in their seventies), won the national team prize for
‘veterans’ in a 100-mile time trial. They were competing against all the
other top UK clubs.

Even the seven times Tour de France winner Lance Armstrong, who
recently made a comeback after three years in retirement, might struggle to
match Derek’s achievement - a winning return after three decades.

Derek said: “I'm very pleased with my second season since my comeback.
Next year | hope to be as quick as | was when | won the Swindon Road
Club championship in 1975.”

How does he do it? “It's all down to hard training,” says Derek. “Recovery
afterwards takes longer as you get older, but age is no barrier. You can
take up cycle racing at any age.”

Bath Spa Poet Asks: “Why Are You Here?”

Bath Spa lecturer and poet Lucy English launched her new book, about a
West Country journey, at the Bristol Poetry Festival. The volume, entitled
Why I'm Here, combines poems by Lucy with photographs by Sally Mundy.

In the summer of 2007 Lucy and Sally travelled across Somerset. They
asked people they met a simple question: “Why are you here?” The
answers were sometimes unexpected and often moving.

This collection of poems and photos explores the notion of ‘special places’
and why people visit certain locations — whether because of natural beauty,
literary associations or personal connections.

The book has been given a rave review by travel writer and publisher
Alastair Sawday: “A sense of place, a subtle sensitivity to the nuances of
people and places — these are gifts. Lucy and Sally have found poetry in
the normal.”

Lucy was also heavily involved in performance at the Bristol Poetry Festival
together with some of her creative writing students, both past and present.
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Award-winning film:The Fantasist’

She joined two recent graduates, Anna Freeman and Agatha Knowles, in
the Bristol team for a poetry ‘slam’, in which Anna gained the highest
individual score.

Lucy and a current Bath Spa student, Molly Case, were also in a second
Bristol team during the festival, slamming against poets in Australia with the
help of web-based technology. They linked up with another poetry festival
in Melbourne for the live trans-global event.

Media Students Win Film Award

Two of Bath Spa’s FD Broadcast Media students won first prize at a film
festival. Ciaran O’Brien and Jessie Barstow had entered the 48 Hour
Shootout Festival at Salisbury Arts Centre, along with 15 other teams.

Their brief was to write, shoot, direct, act in and edit a short film — all in just
48 hours. Everybody was given a line of dialogue, a prop and a genre,
which all had to be included in the film. The genre was fantasy.

After a screening of each film the judges agreed unanimously that Ciaran
and Jessie’s film, ‘The Fantasist’, was “head and shoulders above the rest”.
They were awarded the top prize of £100.

Starters and Leavers

The following staff left the University in August:
Lara Steptoe (Student Services)

Tamsin Head (School for Development & Participation)
Martine Buckler (School of Education)

Sophie Atkins (Student Services)

Elaine Lam (School of Education)

Kate Esser (Student Services)

Ed Stevens (Student Services)

Donald Harrison (School of Education)

David Jones (School of Education)

Charles Sisum (School of Education)

Kay Wood (School of Education)

Helen Creese, Helen Neal and George Plenderleith (all Domestic Services)
have joined the University.




