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Careers Fair Boosts Student Job Prospects

With the employment market still hit by recession, Bath Spa University is
making every effort to help its students land a good job at the end of their
course. The annual Autumn Careers Fair on 15 October was expanded this
year to provide students and recent graduates with an opportunity to meet
senior executives from local and national businesses.

The Careers Fair included for the first time question and answer sessions
with key employers and industry representatives such as Bath Tourism
Plus, the NHS and multimedia advertising agency Yell Adworks, as well as
Bath-based creative firms MediaClash and Touch Productions.

They were joined by two recent Bath Spa graduates — Ceri Vaughan, who
is now an assistant training manager with Lloyds TSB, and Lyndsey
Melling, production assistant with BBC Audiobooks.

The panels gave insider tips on how to break into a range of employment
areas, including the design, publishing and HR sectors and the music and
film industries. The day also featured expert workshops tackling everything
from job search strategies to advanced networking skills, presented by
Business Link, Artsmatrix and the University’s careers professionals.

More than 1,000 students took part in the Fair. Thanks to Artswork Media
students on the BA Creative Media Practice course, the presentations and
discussions in the University Theatre auditorium were filmed and will be
available to view online in due course.

New ‘InSparation’ for Student Entrepreneurs

A new university organisation has been set up, run by students for
students, to help young entrepreneurs with their business ideas.

InSparation is run by a team of Student Enterprise Champions, with support
from the University’s Business Support office and Entrepreneur-in-
Residence John Hector. The society has responsibility for attracting
student members and organising a programme of events on the theme of
business and enterprise. It is also promoting Bath Spa’s Innovation Awards
2009 and Business Plan Competition 2010.

The Innovation Awards offer funding for successful applicants to develop
innovative concepts for products or services. Applications must be in by
the end of November, while submissions for the Business Plan Competition
have a deadline of 10 March 2010.

For details go to the new website: www.bathspabusiness.com
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Greg Stays Home at Bath Spa to Lecture in South Afr  ica

Dr Greg Garrard, Senior Teaching Fellow in English Literature, addressed a
conference in South Africa on literature and the environment — without
leaving his desk.

Dr Garrard delivered his keynote lecture to the international conference
near Cape Town from his office at Bath Spa, using the Internet phone
system Skype. The new technology saved him a round trip of 12,000 miles
and nearly three tonnes in carbon emissions.

It was especially appropriate for Dr Garrard to do it this way as the lecture
was on his specialist subject ecocriticism, or the study of literature and
culture from an environmental perspective.

He spoke via Skype for 40 minutes on how to teach ecocriticism, then
Dr Greg Garrard answered questions from his audience of fellow academics in South Africa
for a further 20 minutes, all without a hitch.

Greg said: “This year I've already flown to the west coast of Canada and to
China for conferences, and a third long-haul flight seemed a bit excessive
for my carbon footprint. | think it's important to be physically present at a
conference, for the personal face-to-face contact, but when its theme is
environmental you must set an example and be the change you want to
see.”

The only problem Greg found with his Internet lecture was that he couldn’t
see or hear his audience, except for individual questioners. He was
therefore unable to tell whether they laughed at his jokes!

New Book on Experimental Music

An authoritative and illuminating guide to experimental music has just been
published - edited by Bath Spa senior music lecturer Dr James Saunders.

The Ashgate Research Companion to Experimental Music contains nine
authored chapters on aspects of experimental composition and
performance, as well as sound art and improvisation.

The book includes a chapter by one of James’ colleagues in the School of
Music and Performing Arts, Dr Andy Keep. His chapter, Instrumentalising:
approaches to improvising with sounding objects in experimental music,
explores using found objects as instruments.

The second half of the book features interviews with 14 composers and
improvisers carried out over a period of five years by James, who is Head
of Bath Spa’s Centre for Musical Research.




Bath Spa
_":;!- University

4

Writing about the new edition, Prof Bill Brooks of York University said: “This
fine collection of essays and interviews casts light on, through, and around
the fabric of experimental music, woven as it is from threads first spun by
John Cage in the 1950s.”

The book is published by Ashgate (ISBN 9780754662822).

Out of Africa - New Arts Education Project

An award-winning theatre company that specialises in traditional African
storytelling, music and dance has been performing for schoolchildren this
month in the Bath and Bristol area. The visit by Iroko theatre Company
was organised by Bath Spa University in a partnership with local schools
during Black History Month.

The theatre company was invited by the Centre for Research in Arts
Education (CRAE) at Bath Spa, as part of a longer term African arts and
culture project involving trainee teachers from the University’s PGCE
Iroko Theatre Company courses as well as primary and secondary schools in the area.

Iroko performed in the University Theatre on 5 October, with follow-up
workshops for Art, Music and English PGCE students. The trainee
teachers then helped with workshops for children after performances by
Iroko the same week at St Gregory’s College and at the Grange School.

Some of the Bath Spa University PGCE students also recently worked with
children from the Grange School and from Fosse Way School in Radstock
on a sculpture trail with an African theme around the lake at Newton Park.

CRAE set up all these events for its innovative pilot project, Life Stories,
which has also created new links between Bath Spa University and
educational institutions in Africa. Leader of CRAE June Bianchi made a
visit earlier this year to Ethiopia, where she established contacts with Addis
African Sculpture Trail Ababa University and associate schools.

Fashion Department Selected for London Catwalk

Fashion students from Bath Spa will have an opportunity to showcase their
designs on the catwalk in London next year. The Fashion Department has
been offered a catwalk show at Graduate Fashion Week for the first time.

The offer follows the University’s first ever professional fashion show,
staged at the Assembly Rooms in Bath in June.

The Graduate Fashion Week trustees and committee were impressed by
the standard of collections displayed at the Bath Spa show and have invited

the University to hold a Boutique Show on the catwalk at Earls Court in
Bath Spa Fashion Show in June | june 2010.




Bath Spa stand at Graduate
Fashion Week 2009

Freshers’ Fair

Although some 50 university fashion departments from across the UK
present static exhibition stands at Graduate Fashion Week each year, less
than half are selected to stage a prestigious catwalk show.

This is a major accolade for Bath Spa, which has been shortlisted for the
best stand award at Graduate Fashion Week for the past two years.

Fashion Design course leader Louise Pickles said: “It's a fantastic
achievement for a course that has been running for only six years — and
another tribute to the quality of our students’ work.

“The very best of our students will have their designs showcased on the
London catwalk, bringing greater opportunities for employment and
internships as well as raising the profile of Fashion Design at Bath Spa.”

Student Registration Without a Hitch

Registration of new students for the 2009/10 academic year was spread
over two days for the first time, taking place on Saturday 26 and Sunday 27
September. The longer time period was introduced to make the process
easier and more relaxed for everyone.

About 1,000 students registered for the first year of their studies as they
moved into university accommodation, including the newly built Charlton
Court.

Once again registration ran smoothly and efficiently, thanks to a large
combined operation involving academic and support staff from all over the
University and student volunteers.

The total number of students from all years to have registered at Bath Spa
for 2009/10 is 6,171, with 4,500 notifications of enrolment to the Student
Loans Company.

Record-Breaking Freshers’ Week

The Bath Spa Students’ Union has declared this year's Freshers’ Week its
biggest and best ever, with a record attendance at SU events. Capacity
was increased with a marquee to make sure no-one was turned away.

There was plenty going on all week to keep new students both entertained
and well informed. On Wednesday 30 September hundreds flocked to the
annual Freshers’ Fair, which had more on offer than in previous years and
gave the atmosphere a real buzz. Clubs and societies signed up new
members in droves.




Matthew Horne with SU friends

Kill It Kid

Among the main evening events one highlight was a guest appearance at
the Students’ Union by Matthew Horne, star of Gavin and Stacey. Having
just filmed a new series of the hit TV comedy he performed a special DJ
set, backed up by the resident Union DJs.

Liquid Soap — First Episodes Released

Bath Spa’s online soap opera Liquid Soap went live on Monday 12
October, with the first episode being webcast that day. The five-minute
micro-dramas, created and performed by students with help from Bath Spa
professionals Chris Jury and Nic Jeune, are set entirely in the café toilets at
‘First Central University'.

The launch was celebrated with the help of Liquid Soap’s charity partner
Wherever the Need, a Bath-based charity that specialises in building eco-
sanitation toilets and providing clean drinking water for people in Africa and
South-East Asia.

Wherever the Need set up two special eco-sanitation cubicles outside
Moreton, with screens broadcasting the first episode and a special ‘making
of’ documentary. Meanwhile the Liquid Soap cast and crew collected
money for the charity.

Further episodes of the soap are now being released every Monday until 9
November. You can watch them on www.liquidsoap.tv. All this culminates
in the screening of a 30-minute Omnibus on 16 November.

There are plans for at least ten further Liquid Soap episodes over the
current academic year and at least 15 more a year after that. Students
interested in becoming involved in Liquid Soap should contact Chris Jury
c.jury@bathspa.ac.uk

Kill It Kid Release Debut Album

A band who formed at Bath Spa University, Kill It Kid, have released their
debut album on the leading indie record label One Little Indian.

The five members of Kill It Kid are Chris Turpin (vocals and guitar),
Stephanie Ward (vocals and piano), Adam Timmins (bass), Marc Jones
(drums) and Richard Jones (violin). They met at Bath Spa while four of
them were studying music and attracted the attention of visiting producer
John Parish, who is best known for his work with PJ Harvey.

Kill It Kid’s eponymous first album was recorded in Seattle and produced by
Ryan Hadlock, of Strokes fame. It has been hailed by some critics not only
as a spectacular debut but also one of the best albums so far this year.




Rachael Buchanan in Oz

Doug Chamberlin

Rachael Takes Her PE Teaching Research Down Under

Rachael Buchanan, senior lecturer in Primary PE in the School of
Education, made a trip to Australia during August as part of her research on
Fundamental Movement Skills (FMS).

Rachael was funded by a travel scholarship from UCET (Universities’
Council for the Education of Teachers) to visit Perth in Western Australia.

In Perth she was able to interview the two FMS programme writers, Dr
Marie Martin and Prof Beth Hands. While visiting the latter Rachel toured
the University of Notre Dame in Fremantle, where Prof Hands was recently
appointed Director of the Institute for Health and Rehabilitation Research.

During her stay Rachael also liaised with several FMS teachers from the
Western Australia Department of Education and Training and launched her
new book Fundamental Fun: 132 Activities to Develop Fundamental
Movement Skills.

Bath Spa Lecturer at International Screenwriters’ F estival

Creative Writing lecturer Doug Chamberlin is one of the speakers at the
Screenwriters’ Festival in Cheltenham this month. Doug, who has been a
professional screenwriter in film and television for nearly 20 years, gives an
hour-long talk during the festival's opening day on Monday 26 October,
from 11.30 to 12.30.

His presentation is entitled ‘Hollywood or Bust — Survival Skills for
Scriptwriters Interested in Hollywood'. It's based on Doug’s experience of
life in Tinseltown, where he has worked at every major movie studio.

Doug’s writing credits include Toy Story 2, the 16" highest grossing film of
all time and winner of a Golden Globe. Over his career he has worked with
star directors and actors such as Steven Spielberg, John Landis, Barry
Levinson, Bruce Willis and Robert De Niro, to name but a few.

For more information about the Screenwriters’ Festival, or to book tickets,
visit: www.screenwritersfestival.com

Staff Survey Results

Last year we asked all staff to complete a Staff Survey which asked a
number of different questions about working at BSU. 55% of staff
responded, for which the Vice-Chancellor has expressed his thanks. This
response rate was not only higher than the previous staff survey (39%), but
higher than the sector benchmark of 48%.




The survey confirmed that staff are interested in the University, with 95%
believing it is not just a job. 91% think it is a good place to work and
motivation is generally high at 92%. There were many positive responses
regarding relationships with both line managers and colleagues, the
attaractive surroundings and having a happy/friendly working atmosphere.
The survey also indicated areas that could be further improved.

If you wish to have a look at the summary information you will find it on this
link: http://www.bathspa.ac.uk/services/hr/for-staff/general-hr-info/bath-spa-
university-2008-summary-report.pdf. Managers will be discussing the
results with their staff and determining any local actions as a result.

Starters and Leavers

The following staff have joined the University:

Rod Brown, Stephen Sullivan (both Domestic Services)

Annabel Bates, Snezana Lawrence, Lydia Lewis, Denise Martin, Richard
Riddell, Robin Shields, Helenka Stachera (all School of Education).

The following staff left the University in September:

Bharain Mac An Bhreithin (School of Art & Design)

Erica Charters (School of Humanities & Cultural Industries),
Emily Powell (Library and Information Services),

Tom Kerstens (International Guitar Festival)







