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VC Praises ‘Mighty Contribution’ of  Retiring Deput y 
 
Deputy Vice-Chancellor Prof David Timms is retiring this Christmas after 
more than 18 years at the University.  His departure follows that of another 
Deputy Vice-Chancellor, Tony Dewberry – profiled in the November edition 
of Online – who has taken ill health retirement. 
 
David Timms is Professor of English and has oversight of academic 
matters.  He is also Vice-Chair of the Academic Board, with overall 
responsibility for all the procedures that assure quality and standards at 
Bath Spa. 
 
Prof Timms spent the first 20 years of his career teaching English and 
American Literature in the Universities of Leicester and Manchester.  He 
has published monographs, articles and book chapters on various literary 
topics. 
 
The Vice-Chancellor, Prof Frank Morgan, paid tribute to his achievements: 
“David Timms has made a mighty contribution to Bath Spa University.  He 
has led this institution on a succession of major projects, each of which has 
constituted a stage in its development.” 
 
Prof Timms played a major part in the University achieving Taught Degree 
Awarding Powers in 1992, University title in 2005 and Research Degree 
Awarding Powers in 2007.  
 
Prof Morgan said: “In addition, his work has gained for him a national 
reputation which has in turn reflected very well on BSU.  No less important 
is the high regard that staff in the University have for David.  I shall certainly 
miss his good humour as well as his faultless professionalism.” 
 
Prof Neil Sammells, currently Dean of Academic Development, has been 
appointed to succeed Prof Timms as Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Academic) 
from 1 January 2010. 
 
  
  
Sion Hill Redevelopment Completed 
  
After a year of building work, and the inevitable disruption which goes with 
it, the redevelopment of our Sion Hill campus is finally complete.  Bath 
School of Art and Design now has some of the UK’s best facilities. 
   
The £3.5m project, combining new build and refurbishment, has given Sion 
Hill new workshops, art studios, library, gallery space, reception area, café 
and offices, while the ceramic studios have been remodelled.  
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Sion Hill’s smart new entrance leads either to the library on the ground floor 
or, on the first floor via reception, to the core of the building.  This is a 
gallery space, showing students’ work in exhibitions which change weekly, 
and a new coffee shop known as ‘Café Sion’. 
 
The café not only serves great coffee but also enables students to work 
there occasionally in groups at the long stylish tables, following up 
seminars.  From here you can reach studios and workshops for Graphics 
and Fine Art on the same level, Fashion & Textiles above and, down a 
floor, Ceramics and Photography, which have also been moved into 
refurbished spaces.  
 
The woodwork shop has been relocated in a new day-lit space next to top-
lit studios for painting, off a canopied yard.  Meanwhile some other facilities 
– studios for BA Combined Arts and Fine Art – have moved to refurbished 
buildings on the Dartmouth Avenue site, formerly part of B&NES print 
works.   
 
 
    
 Royal Recognition for Raising Standards in Teachin g 
 
Bath Spa lecturer Stephen Miles joined HRH The Prince of Wales at 
Clarence House on Monday 23 November for the launch of a new award 
marking teaching excellence in schools. 
 
Stephen, who is Senior Lecturer in English Initial Teacher Education at the 
University, also has a role as Director of the Schools Programme. This is a 
national project recognising and rewarding the development of inspirational 
ideas and activities in the teaching of English, History and Science.  
 
73 school departments from 51 schools were awarded the Prince’s 
Teaching Institute’s first Schools Programme Mark.  During the day 
Stephen addressed the invited head teachers about the benefits of the  
Schools Programme, reflected on the successes of the first cohort of 
schools and led discussion groups on future developments.  
 
 
 
Ceramics Graduates Join International Elite 
 
A record number of artists who studied at Bath Spa University have been 
selected for the UK’s leading international ceramics exhibition.  Nine out of 
the 75 exhibitors chosen for Ceramic Art London 2010 are graduates from 
BA or MA Ceramics courses in Bath School of Art and Design.  
 
Kerry Curtis, Head of Fashion, Textiles and Three Dimensional Design at 
Bath Spa, said:  “It’s an extraordinary achievement because Ceramic Art  
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London does not feature the work of students but of the very best 
professionals.  One in eight exhibitors at this premier international ceramics 
show has graduated from Bath Spa University. That is an astonishingly 
high proportion but it reflects the quality of our courses.” 
 
Ceramic Art London 2010 is the major selling fair for contemporary studio 
ceramics and takes place at the Royal College of Art from 26 to 28 
February next year. 
 
The nine Bath Spa graduates selected for the exhibition are: Hans 
Borgojon, Matthew Chambers, Yisha He, Elke Sada, Louisa Taylor, 
Jonathan Wade, Richard Winfield, Maria Wojdat and Solomia Zoumaris. 
Another artist chosen for the Ceramic Art London show, Claire Loder, has 
just completed a ceramics residency at the University. 
 
Examples of each exhibitor’s work can be viewed on the show’s website: 
www.ceramics.org.uk 
 
One of the Bath Spa graduates taking part, Louisa Taylor, recently won a 
top prize at the British Ceramics Biennial in Stoke-on-Trent and two awards 
at a craft fair in London for her supper set design.  
 

Industry Experts in Residence at Bath Spa  
 
A leading children’s author is among five new ‘experts in residence’ 
appointed at the University to help students.  The industry experts have 
been commissioned by the Business Support Office to bring their specialist 
knowledge into various departments.  Each will be running workshops and 
seminars and mentoring some individual students. 
 
The five experts include award-winning novelist Marcus Sedgwick, who has 
become Bath Spa’s new Author-in-Residence.  Marcus writes dark fantasy 
stories for older children and young adults.  He regularly teaches creative 
writing in schools and on residential courses and formerly worked in 
children’s publishing. 
 
Marcus Sedgwick will be supporting creative writing students and staff, 
together with Writer-in-Residence Robin Mukherjee.  Robin’s work 
stretches from arthouse cinema to mainstream television.  He has written 
for many successful TV series, including Roman Mysteries and Casualty.   
 
The University’s Textile Artist-in-Residence, Amy Houghton, is working in 
Bath School of Art and Design.  Amy is a professional artist who uses 
animation and video to explore the stories associated with old textiles and 
photographs and relate them to the present.   
 
Rona Fineman has been given the role of Performing Arts Consultant-in-
Residence.  This involves advising two professional stage companies set 
up by Bath Spa graduates with financial backing from the University.  Rona,  
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an arts marketing consultant, is helping these graduates to develop their 
companies, Ruffled Umbrella and Nice As Pie Dance Theatre.   
 
Entrepreneur-in-Residence John Hector gives expert advice to students  
interested in starting their own business.  John is a freelance business 
consultant, appointed to support the University’s student-led enterprise club 
InSparation and to build links with the local business community.   
 
 
Burnsong at Scottish Parliament 
 
Two musicians from Bath Spa University played in a showcase concert at 
the Scottish Parliament in Edinburgh. Head of Music and Performing Arts 
Joe Bennett and Commercial Music lecturer Chris Blanden joined the 10 
winners of an international songwriting contest in performing their songs to 
an audience of MSPs and the public on St Andrews’s Day 30 November. 
 
The concert, hosted by the Presiding Officer Alex Fergusson MSP and 
presented by music celebrity Midge Ure OBE, was part of the finale 
celebrations for Scotland’s Year of Homecoming – the 250th anniversary of 
the birth of Robbie Burns.  It was broadcast on BBC Radio Scotland the 
same evening. 
 
Joe (as mentor and guitarist) and Chris (studio producer and bass player) 
had spent the previous few days rehearsing with the songwriters, working 
out musical arrangements and writing vocal harmonies to back their songs. 
 
Find out more about Burnsong 2009, and the Bath Spa pair’s role in it, via 
Joe’s blog: http://joebennett.wordpress.com/ 
 
 
Writing Graduate Wins Book Prize for Debut Novel 
 
Evie Wyld, a creative writing graduate from Bath Spa University, has won 
the 2009 John Llewellyn Rhys literary prize with her debut novel. She was 
awarded the £5,000 prize for After the Fire, a Still Small Voice.. 
 
The John Llewellyn Rhys Prize is for young UK and Commonwealth writers 
of fiction, non-fiction or poetry.  A strong shortlist had also included Aravind 
Adiga, winner of the 2008 Man Booker Prize, and Chimamanda Ngozi 
Adichie, winner of the 2007 Orange Prize. 
 
Evie Wyld studied creative writing at Bath Spa as part of her BA Creative 
Arts course, from which she graduated in 2002.  She originally wanted to 
be a painter, but realised during the course that she was better at writing. 
 
After the Fire, a Still Small Voice, published by Jonathan Cape, is set 
mainly in Australia.  It follows the fortunes of a young Australian returning 
home from the Vietnam war, struggling to adjust and choosing an isolated 
men-only community. The story was partly inspired by the experiences of 
Evie’s own Australian uncle, who was conscripted to fight in Vietnam. 
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Digital Mapping for the Community 
 
The University and its staff in Geographic Information Systems hosted a 
conference on how digital mapping can help local communities.  Our GIS 
experts welcomed nearly 50 parish councillors from throughout the Bath 
and North East Somerset area, together with representatives from aerial 
photography provider Getmapping and other associated organisations. 
 
GIS staff and students at Bath Spa have been helping Getmapping to 
create a digital 3D map of the whole of Britain.  They are also involved in 
another online project, called the People’s Map, for councils to re-draw and 
update the digital map of their own local area. 
 
B&NES is one of several councils across the UK already using the People’s 
Map.  The Bath Spa conference, held in Stanton on 9 December, offered   
advice and information for parish councils on the new mapping, which can 
be adapted to show anything from litter bin locations to crime hotspots.  
 
Local parishes who sign up for the scheme will be able to ‘adopt’ a GIS 
student from Bath Spa, who can provide expert guidance on how to make 
the most of it.  
    
 
Are Motorcycles Too Noisy? 
 
Congratulations to Dr Nigel Holt, Bath Spa senior lecturer in Psychology. 
He has won a Leverhulme research grant of £54,000 in collaboration with a 
colleague in Mechanical Engineering at Bath University. 
 
Their joint project will investigate noise exposure in motorcycling. The 
motivations for the study are the problem of hearing damage and the 
effects of noise on concentration and safety. 
 
The application was for funding to purchase an in-ear microphone system 
which will allow the measurement of noise experienced by motorcyclists on 
the road. These recordings will be used to assess the performance of 
complex tasks in a noisy environment. 
 
 
Sustainable Tourism – Alan Spreads the Word 
 
Tourism creates jobs and helps to reduce poverty, but also contributes 
about five per cent of global carbon emissions.  Alan Marvell, Course 
Leader for Tourism Management, tackled these conflicting issues in a 
lecture to a packed auditorium at Wellington School in Somerset. 
 
Alan addressed 150 A-Level students from Wellington, Taunton and Exeter 
as part of the Wellington Geographical Association lecture series.  In his 
talk he looked at the impact of the tourism industry on climate change and 
global warming and discussed ways to make it sustainable. 
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According to UN figures international tourism grew by two per cent in 2008 
and numbers are expected to reach 1.6 billion by 2020 - with the main 
growth areas expected to be Asia, the Middle East and Africa. 
 
Alan says: “For tourism to be truly sustainable it needs to support a 
‘quadruple bottom line’, incorporating climate, environmental, social and 
economic considerations. It is important to discuss such key issues with 
students who are about to embark on their university education.”   
 
 
Recycled Teamwork in Design and Technology 
 
Meanwhile staff and students on the PGCE Design & Technology course 
are also doing their bit for the environment.  Course Leader Carolyn 
Goodhew fosters a combination of sustainable design and teamwork in her 
trainee teachers, for them to pass onto pupils in school. 
 
After an initial visit to a landfill and recycling centre in Somerset, a batch 
production day with an environmental theme is organised for the trainees – 
and this year it has been particularly successful.  
 
Two teams were given a design brief to make a set of identical containers 
for the pens and pencils found in any teenager’s school bag.  They had just 
two hours to create the products from recycled goods only and used 
unlikely materials such as discarded crisp packets and plastic carrier bags. 
 
Carolyn said: “The project has given our trainees confidence in trying 
something similar in school.  What a good way to get the message across – 
and what fun too!”  
 
 
 
 Bath Christmas Market: Secret of its Success  
 
The annual Christmas Market in Bath is so popular it draws well over 
200,000 people – and this year has been no exception.  It took place from 
26 November to 6 December, transforming the Abbey precincts with more 
than 100 stalls, festive food outlets, a Victorian carousel, musicians and 
entertainers. 
 
But how is such a big seasonal event managed and organised? Bath Spa 
Tourism Management students had their questions answered at a special 
guest lecture by Jan Hull, who is Conference and Travel Trade Manager for 
Bath Tourism Plus.  She explained how the Christmas Market is run and its 
role in the overall strategy to promote Bath as a leading tourist destination.  
 
As a result of its great success Bath Christmas Market will be extended 
next year from 11 to 18 days.   
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The Culture of Knitting 
 
Many of us like knitting, but do we ever think about its historical, cultural or 
even political significance?  Dr Joanne Turney, from the School of Art and 
Design, expands our horizons with her new book The Culture of Knitting. 
 
It looks at the subject from every perspective, including gender and male 
sexuality.  For instance, in a discussion about knitwear trends from the 
1920s to the 1980s Dr Turney refers to a cardigan popularised by one of 
the stars from the TV series Starsky and Hutch.  
 
A chapter on knitting politics covers topics as diverse as the creation of 
high-fashion knitwear for women with a disability and environmental 
initiatives like designer-knitted reusable shopping bags.   
 
The book, published by Berg, was given a favourable review in THE, which 
recommended it not only for scholars in visual and textile arts but also for 
those with a broader interest in culture.    
 
    
Commercial Music Students and Jools 
 
Four Commercial Music students - Daniel Carter, Jessica Keeley-Carter, 
Christopher Megginson and Samuel Rowe - were lucky enough to be in a  
studio audience for BBC Television’s Later with Jools Holland. 
 
Bath Spa Live had arranged for them to spend a day with Mike Felton, 
head sound engineer on the programme. They shadowed Mike throughout 
the day, absorbing a slew of insider industry knowledge and experience. 
 
All four then joined the audience and Jools for recording the last show in 
the Later series, which featured  David Gray, Annie Lennox, Corinne 
Bailey Rae, the Big Pink and Rox. 
 
 

Starters and Leavers 

The following staff joined the University in November: 
Rebecca McDonagh (Day Nursery): Nursery Officer 
Alicia Jansen (Domestic Services): Cleaner 
Yuki Saito (Domestic Services): Cleaner 
Paulette Toppin (School of Education): Senior Lecturer, Continuing 
Professional Development 
 
The following staff left the University in November: 
Nicola Mosnier (School of Art & Design): Senior Lecturer, Pattern Cutting & 
Fashion Design 
Jayne Hawkins (Student Services): Student Programmes Officer 
(Assessment) 
 



 
 


