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The late Tony Dewberry with the
Vice-Chancellor and Chair of
Governors Stella Pirie in 2009

The conference went ahead
despite the snow

University Mourns Former Deputy Vice-Chancellor

It was with great sadness that staff learnt of the death of Tony Dewberry on
Saturday 9 January.

Tony’s contribution to the University for over 20 years was enormous, and
in his role as Deputy Vice-Chancellor with responsibility for Estates matters
he leaves a lasting legacy in major developments at both Newton Park and
Sion Hill campuses. His outstanding work on University governance as
Clerk to the Board of Governors has also had a huge impact on the
management and direction of the university.

Tony'’s professionalism and diligence were second to none, but it is his
boundless energy, enthusiasm and good humour that will be so fondly
remembered by colleagues. He had a ‘hand-on’ approach to management
that was patrticularly appreciated by staff working with him, along with an
unfailingly positive attitude to the challenges of his work.

This positive approach served Tony well through his illness, and staff who
were fortunate enough to be present at his retirement lunch in November
listened to his leaving speech with great admiration.

Tony leaves his wife, Sue, and daughters Sarah and Abigail.

Tony’s life and achievements were celebrated during a memorial service on
20 January at Bath Abbey.

He will be greatly missed by all who knew him.

Conference Launches New Child Protection Qualificat  ion

The University hosted a major conference on safeguarding children to
launch a new qualification for social care workers. Bath Spa, in partnership
with employers in the children’s workforce sector, has introduced the
Certificate of Education in Integrated Child Protection Studies.

The Safeguarding Children Conference took place in the Michael Tippett
Centre on Friday 8 January. About 100 delegates from children’s services
departments, schools and many other organisations battled through snow
and ice to attend.

A keynote speaker was Sir Roger Singleton, chair of the Independent
Safeguarding Authority which will run the new vetting and barring scheme
for millions of people working with children.
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However Sir Roger addressed the conference in his other role as the
government’s chief adviser on child safety. He praised Bath Spa’s new
Certificate in Child Protection Studies as an “excellent initiative”, adding:

“I hope it really takes off in the South West and becomes a model for other
parts of the country.”

The qualification, for non-graduate staff, is in response to widespread calls
for an improvement in the quality of social work training following Baby
Peter’s death in north London.

. ) Bath Spa’s Dean of Education, Prof Stephen Ward, told the conference that
Sir Roger Singleton: keynote | gqcial work assistants, family support workers, foster carers and others

speaker such as classroom assistants, nursery staff and police officers will be able
to take various modules while still working full-time.

Another keynote speaker was David Niven, former chair of the British
Association of Social Workers. He approached Bath Spa with the initial
idea for the Certificate and will co-ordinate it on a part-time basis.

Bath Spa Amongst the Best for Teaching and Learning

Bath Spa University has been ranked 7" out of 104 UK universities for
teaching and learning, according to a survey published in the Times Higher
Education on 14 January.

The THE Student Experience Survey is based on research undertaken by
the market research agency Opinionpanel and reflects the views of over
11,000 full-time undergraduates. The survey covers a number of features of
university life, ranging from teaching and learning to campus facilities.

The broad category of ‘teaching and learning’ covered high quality

. ) staff/lectures, helpful/interested staff, well-structured courses, good
Bath Spa: in Top 10 for Teaching | hersonal relationship with teaching staff, tuition in small groups and fair
workload.

Bath Spa’s overall ranking in the survey was 63", with less favourable
scores for attributes such as sporting and social facilities.

The Vice Chancellor commented: “This is an excellent result for the
University and is testament to the professionalism and expertise of all staff,
both academic and support.

“Our mission is to provide teaching of the highest quality, and | am
delighted that our success in this has been evidenced by this national
survey.”




Adam Butler receiving his award
from the Vice-Chancellor

Department for International Activities

Staff will be aware that the University is developing a new strategy and
management arrangements for the recruitment of international students.

In order to secure financial and operational efficiencies the University will in
future devolve responsibility for the recruitment of international students to
academic schools and key departments. Our efforts will focus primarily on
recruiting students who meet the University’s language and academic
requirements to our core undergraduate and postgraduate programmes,
thereby minimising the need for additional support activities.

To this end the closure of the English Language Teaching Unit was
announced in the autumn. The remainder of the Department for
International Activities (IA) will also close. It is anticipated that some IA staff
will remain in post until June 2010 to ensure that we meet our commitments
to current students.

The hard work of |A staff and their dedication to international students over
the past few years is recognised and greatly valued, and all staff at the
University will be grateful for this.

Adam’s Interactive Pool Table Wins Innovation Award

Student Adam Butler won the 2009 Innovation Awards competition with a
business idea that could make playing pool easier.

Adam, who is in his third year studying Graphic Communication, was
awarded the top prize worth £10,000. It includes seed-corn funding for
prototype development, together with expert business advice, guidance and
mentoring from an industry expert.

Adam’s concept is a new type of software which he will be trying out on
pool tables. His device will encourage people to play by giving them
guidelines for their shots.

As well as its use for pool, Adam'’s technology has commercial potential for
advertising. Once tested and refined, it may also be of great interest to
industry. For example, the device could be applied to the management of
traffic flows.

The runner-up was Amanda Goode, a member of staff in Fashion, Textiles
and 3D Design. She won a package of support worth £4,000 to develop
her concept, which she calls “reworking the unwanted to produce the must
have”. Using discarded artefacts and materials, Amanda reworks them
with textile technology into her own designs for the interiors market.




Bath Spa’s new regional training
centre for D & T teachers

Prof Rob Mears

State of the Art Training for D & T Teachers

Design and Technology teachers from as far afield as Lampeter and
Southampton are travelling to Bath Spa University for training in computer
aided design and computer aided manufacture (CAD/CAM).

The newly refurbished Design and Technology PGCE room at Bath Spa’s
Culverhay site is now equipped with state-of-the-art facilities. As a result
one of the country’s leading providers of CAD/CAM equipment and training,
Techsoft UK, has decided to use the University as a regional training base.

Tim O’Rourke, senior lecturer in D & T, said: “Our collaboration with
Techsoft is already having enormous benefits for the trainee teachers
because we can now send them into schools with the most up-to-date
ideas on how to use CAD/CAM technology with pupils.”

The first training event at the venue, on 14 December, was fully booked
within days of being advertised. Participants on the course were able to
use the University’s new rapid prototyping equipment to model their work
right after finishing it on screen.

Victor Blow, who leads a D & T department in Bournemouth, said: “It's
great to have a regional training room with these facilities. The course has
taken my skills to the next level and if | need help | know who to contact.”

New Landmark for Head of School

Prof Rob Mears, Head of the School of Science, Society and Management,
has reached 20 years’ service with the University.

The Vice Chancellor, Prof Frank Morgan, presented him with a
commemorative certificate in front of colleagues at the Senior Management
Team meeting on 19 January.

Prof Mears joined Bath College of Higher Education as Senior Lecturer in
Sociology and Education from Nene College (now the University of
Northampton).

Having held a number of posts, including Subject Leader in Sociology and
Course Director of BSc Social Sciences, he achieved principal lectureship
and Professorship before being appointed Head of the School of Social
Sciences in November 2001.

Prof Mears has also been involved in many research, assessment and
review projects and contributed to a number of books and journals. His
main research interests now are in the sociology of health and illness and
health policy.




Prof Denise Cush presenting her
paper at the Antwerp conference

Prof John Newsinger

The Future of Religious Education in Europe

Prof Denise Cush, subject leader for Study of Religions, Philosophy and
Ethics, was invited to a conference in Belgium on different approaches to
religious education across Europe. She presented a paper at the
University of Antwerp as part of a two-day colloquium, Religious Education
in a Plural, Secularised Society.

In her lecture, on non-confessional and multi-faith religious education in
Scandinavia and the UK, Prof Cush outlined what has been learned from
40 years’ experience of the non-confessional approach to RE in Sweden,
Norway, Denmark and Finland, as well as in England, Scotland, Wales and
Northern Ireland.

The current model in Belgium is under pressure from increasing diversity of
religions and beliefs, and alternative structures are under consideration.
The Flemish Education Minister was among those who attended the
conference, reflecting the issue’s great importance.

The papers by Prof Cush and other speakers from Germany, Denmark,
Holland, France and Norway will be published in a book for the benefit of
RE teachers, policymakers, school heads and academic staff.

Orwell No Longer Down and Out in Paris

A senior History lecturer from Bath Spa, Prof John Newsinger, is to address
a conference in Paris alongside one of America’s most eminent intellectuals
and political activists, Noam Chomsky.

Prof Newsinger, who is an authority on George Orwell, has been invited by
the prestigious College de France to give a lecture about Orwell and
democracy at the conference in May.

The conference will explore the links between Orwell, the philosopher
Bertrand Russell and Chomsky himself as political thinkers. It follows a
revival of French interest in Orwell.

Noam Chomsky, now aged 81, was last invited to speak in France 25 years
ago. He is a linguist, philosopher and key intellectual figure on the left of
American politics.

Prof Newsinger’s book Orwell’s Politics was translated into French in 2006.
He has also published numerous articles on the subject and is currently
writing two further books, Orwell and British Communism and Orwell and
the Problem of Working Class Consciousness.




The Catholic University in Lille

Rosanna Campbell performing at
the RUH

Food for Thought in France

Yet another Bath Spa academic to go continental is Dr lain Haysom, course
leader in Diet and Health. He spent a week at the Catholic University of
Lille, teaching a food safety course to first year Master’s students.

Bath Spa has a long-standing food studies association with the French
university and lain’s visit was arranged through the Erasmus teacher
exchange programme. In Lille he taught an entire short module, which
involved an intensive 15 hours of teaching over just three days.

lain was teaching a pan-European management system that aims to
guarantee food safety during all stages from primary production through to
retail. It forms a major part of his third year Food Safety module at Bath
Spa.

He taught the French students in English, but says there were no language
problems until he unwisely used the expression ‘Bob’s your uncle’ and was
met with a sea of blank faces!

Music Student Rosanna Plays for Hospital Patients

Patients in Bath’s Royal United Hospital will soon be having music played
at their bedside — by a Bath Spa undergraduate.

Rosanna Campbell, who is in her final year studying Music with English
Literature, has been appointed as unpaid ‘musician in residence’ at the
hospital. She will play saxophone, clarinet and recorder on the wards and
offer lessons to patients and staff.

Rosanna is an experienced musician who has played with the National
Youth Orchestra and travelled to Venice, Paris and Holland as principal
clarinettist with a college orchestra. Her weekly music lessons and
performances form part of a new initiative at the RUH between now and
July.

Other music students from the University are also participating, with free
concerts by the Bath Spa Madrigal Group on 8 February and the Bath Spa
Chamber Choir on 12 May.

In her studies Rosanna is currently researching how musical activities,
particularly learning an instrument, can benefit people’s health and
emotions.

She told BSU Online: “Recent research has shown that music can improve
communication, reduce stress and anxiety, increase self-esteem and
improve a hospital environment. | hope that through music | can create a
positive atmosphere for patients and staff.”




Students to Perform at Theatre Festival in Montreal

A group of eight Drama, Performing Arts and Dance students from Bath
Spa have been invited to perform at the prestigious International Next
Wave Festival in Montreal next April.

Featuring delegations from 25 different countries, the Festival celebrates
the work of amateur and student performers and will provide a wonderful
opportunity for the Bath Spa students to showcase their best theatre work
to people from across the globe. They will also take part in workshops and
share ideas with the Festival's 250 other international participants.

The students will be performing their own production, Red Room, at the
Festival, from 21 to 25 April. Itis based on Angela Carter’s short story The
Bloody Chamber and takes inspiration from the murderous tale of
Bluebeard.

Bath Spa’s students were invited to Canada after being spotted at the
International University Theatre Association’s festival in Belgium in
February 2009.

Alongside rehearsals for the production, these multi-talented students are
also busy raising funds for their travel expenses. They have so far raised
£800 through a cabaret show and music marathon and need to gather a
further £3,500 to reach their target.

Red Room will be performed at Bath Spa’s University Theatre on 11 and 12
February, at 7.30 pm, before the students travel to Canada. Tickets cost
£10 (£8 concessions). See www.bathspalive.com for further details and to
buy tickets.

Ellen’s Book the Best on Margaret Atwood

Dr Ellen McWilliams, senior lecturer in English Literature at Bath Spa, has
achieved a high accolade for her new book on the great contemporary
novelist Margaret Atwood. She has won the Best Book category for 2009 in
a contest run by the Margaret Atwood Society.

Her book, Margaret Atwood and the Female Bildungsroman, was published
by Ashgate in July 2009.

The Society, based in the US, is an international association of scholars,
teachers and students who share an interest in Atwood’s work.

In her book Dr McWilliams explores how the genre of the Bildungsroman —
or ‘novel of education’ detailing the main character’'s psychological
development — has been appropriated by modern women writers.




Making extensive use of unpublished manuscripts from the University of
Toronto, she uncovers influences that shaped Atwood’s fashioning of
identity in her early novels such as The Edible Woman, Surfacing and Lady
Oracle, and developed the form in later novels.

Katie Becomes Fellow of AUA

Congratulations to Katie Akerman, Bath Spa’s Head of Quality
Management in the Academic Office. She has been accepted as a Fellow
of her professional body the Association of University Administrators (AUA).

Katie’s Fellowship is in recognition of her contribution to the development of
the AUA. The body has a national post-graduate Certificate in Higher
Education Administration and Management. Katie was one of the first
seven to graduate from the course in 2003 and has since been heavily
involved with it as mentor, assessor and member of the programme
management team.

Starters and Leavers

The following staff left the University in December:

Elizabeth Overton (Student Services): Student Programmes Assistant
Martin Jones (International Activities): Head of English Language
Programme

John Cooper (Library and Information Services): Head of IT Training and
Support

Ashton Begent (School of Humanities and Cultural Industries): Technical
Demonstrator

Teresa Hall (Domestic Services): Cleaner

Catherine Benjamin (School of Education): Director, Education Policy in
Practice Project

Susan Scale (Domestic Services): Cleaner

Dr John Robb, Subject Leader for Geography, has reached 20 years’
service at the University.

STOP PRESS!

A public consultation about developments at the New ton Park
campus is being planned for 4, 5 and 6 February. S taff and students
are invited to a special preview of the exhibition in the Michael Tippett
Centre on the afternoon of Thursday 4 February, bef  ore a VIP
reception that evening and the opening of the exhib ition to the public
on Friday 5 and Saturday 6 February. Further infor  mation will be
available on our website in due course (follow the link from the home

page).







