April 2010

Bath Spa
University

Relays Media Bus Visits Newton Park Campus

A double decker bus with a difference visited Bath Spa University in March,
giving students the opportunity to produce short films about their expectations
and feelings about the forthcoming London 2012 Games.

RELAYS, the Regional Educational Legacy for Arts and Youth Sport, arranged
the visit as part of a regional tour designed to engage young people in the
South West with the 2012 Games. Trainers on the Media Bus, which is
converted into an innovative state-of-the-art digital media facility, helped the
nine Creative Writing and Media students to produce two short films in a day.

The day began with a lively group discussion about London 2012, focusing on
how hosting the Games might benefit the UK. The students then split into two
filmmaking teams and set off around campus to gather the footage they
needed before returning to the bus to upload their footage and edit the films
together. A student participant said, ‘It was interesting to find out more about
the scale of the London 2012 Games and interviewing people on campus was
great fun’. The completed short films will be available to watch on the RELAYS
website in the coming weeks and screened at events around the region:
www.universitiessouthwest.ac.uk/relays

The RELAYS project seeks to engage young people in the South West in
sporting and cultural events in the run up to the London 2012 Games. Led by
Universities South West, through a network of regional universities and cultural
organisations, RELAYS aims to blend youth sport and culture in a vibrant
mixture of activities across the region in the build up to the 2012 Games. It is
funded by Legacy Trust UK, an independent charity set up to help build a
lasting cultural and sporting legacy from the 2012 Games, and HEFCE.

Arilda Tymko is Bath Spa’s RELAYS Cultural Coordinator, attached to the
School of Humanities and Cultural Industries, and can be contacted on ext
6536, email a.tymko@bathspa.ac.uk, for more information about RELAYS.

Former Student is New Mayor

Former student Shaun McGall, who graduated from the then Bath College of
Higher Education in 1993, will become the 783" Mayor of Bath on 5 June.

Shaun has been a Liberal Democrat councillor in Bath since 1999,
representing Oldfield Park, and set up B&NES'’ Student Liaison Committee in
2002. He chaired the Committee until it was disbanded in 2007, to be
replaced by the Student Community Partnership. He wants the theme of his
year in office to be ‘town and gown’.
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Bath Spa Sponsors New Academy in Wiltshire

Bath Spa University has been invited to co-sponsor the new Sarum Academy
in Salisbury when it opens in 2010 following the closure of the existing
Salisbury High School.

The University’s expertise in initial teacher education and professional
development for teachers will be invaluable to the new Academy, which has
the Salisbury Diocese as lead sponsor and is also co-sponsored by the
Wiltshire County Council and Bryanston Independent School.

The Vice-Chancellor welcomed the partnership as an exciting opportunity for
the University, and an important part of its regional strategy. “Sponsorship of
the Academy will give us strong links with the Salisbury Education Diocese
and the Academy will be a centre for our teacher education with the 200
Diocesan schools in Wiltshire and Dorset. We also look forward to furthering
our links with the two other sponsors, Wiltshire Local Authority and Bryanston
Independent School.”

The University is now working with the Director of the Diocesan Education
Board, Chris Sheppard, the Principal Designate, Ruth Johnson, and the other
sponsors on the development of the Academy’s ethos and its curriculum.
Sarum will be a Church of England Academy, inclusive of all faiths and those
of no faith. Mathematics and the Arts will be specialisms and it will provide
community education for families and other adults in the Bemerton area of
Salisbury. Staff from the School of Education hope to carry out research
studies on the family and community education work in practice.

As a sponsor the University will have one member of the Academy Trust and
two members of its Governing Body.

Students Help Digital Tourism Marketing

Tourism Management students have been working with Digital Visitor, one of
the leading online marketing companies for the tourism industry, and the
official supplier of social media and online video for the international tourist
board, VisitBritain.

Bath Spa University will be helping with Digital Visitor's national social media
initiative by adding reviews, images and videos of visitor attractions and
destinations to a Visitor Review site, which are automatically be displayed on
the VisitBritain site - and to a global tourism audience.

Alan Marvell, Course Leader for Tourism Management, said "This is an
exciting project and | am really pleased that Bath Spa University has been
selected to assist with the development of digital marketing and social media
to promote the tourism industry."
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Justin Reid, Head of Online and CRM from VisitBritain commented: "Part of
VisitBritain’s remit is not only to promote Britain effectively to an international
audience, but also to help inspire more people to become involved in working
in the leisure and tourism industry. Involving Universities in this national
initiative gives students the opportunity to understand and actually participate
and influence a live campaign to help promote Britain as a tourism
destination."

Dancers Take Over Green Park Station

Dance students joined award-winning choreographers Yael Flexer and Jessica
Cohen (BAFTA winner), digital artist Nic Sandiland, dance theatre director Jim
Ennis and composer Dan Jones to take over Bath’s Green Park Station for a
week in March.

The dancers, choreographers and musicians were creating a new and original
piece specifically for the public performance space at the station and took
inspiration from the people, sounds, objects and architecture of the station site.
As well as original choreography, the work also transformed the station with
music, lights and film projection.

The final public performance on the evening of Friday 19 March was a
resounding success and attracted an appreciative audience.

Psychology Students Fly The Flag For BSU

In March undergraduates from Bath Spa, Bath, Bristol, Exeter and Plymouth
Universities and UWE were invited to showcase their research at the 10"
annual BPS South West Undergraduate Conference (SWUC), held at UWE.
The SWUC is an invaluable opportunity for students to gain presentation
experience and to have their work informally peer-reviewed in a supportive and
friendly environment.

This year, Psychology tutors Lance Workman and Alison Wadeley and some
second year student supporters accompanied three final year Psychology
students to present posters based on their dissertations. Pictured left to right,
Robert Ayres presented a poster entitled ‘Inclusion of Special Educational
Needs — How Accepting are Teachers?’; Nia Sheppard presented a poster
about ‘Personality Characteristics and Sleep Habit' and Thea Wilson
presented a poster entitled ‘Personality, Motivation and Volunteering:
Investigating Personality Traits and Pro-social Motives as Reasons to Why
People Volunteer'. The students had a fantastic day and described it as ‘a
great experience’.

Our three presenters are all planning to continue their studies in psychology
following graduation.
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Bath Spa Graduate Writes 'inspirational Modern Classic'

Gill Lewis, who recently completed the Writing for Young People MA at Bath
Spa, has secured a publishing deal from Oxford University Press for her first
novel, Sky Hawk. The novel, described as "an inspirational modern classic" is
"a book which will touch the hearts of all who read it" according to Liz Cross,
children's publisher at OUP.

Gill won the award for the most promising writer on her MA course, and
developed her manuscript during her time at Bath Spa. She commented: "l am
thrilled to have secured this publishing deal. The support and encouragement |
received during my time at Bath Spa University was fantastic, and has really
launched my writing career."

Sky Hawk is a story of friendship and hope, influenced by her passion for
wildlife. Gill - a former vet - drew inspiration for her writing from the people she
knew during her work and travels. The novel will be published in May 2011 and
has already received considerable attention abroad as well as in the UK. It will
be published in the US and nine foreign languages so far.

Students ‘Growing Together’ with Neighbours

Residents in Bath’s Oldfield Park will soon have the chance to grow more of
their own vegetables, thanks to a new scheme that matches residents wanting
to grow more food with students who have under-used garden space that they
are willing to offer to neighbours.

The ‘Growing Together’ scheme involves students from the University of Bath
and Bath Spa University, the Student Community Partnership (in association
with Bath & North East Somerset Council); V, the national young volunteers
service; and the Students’ Unions from both universities.

Volunteers from Bath Spa are carrying out market research into demand for
gardening space in the area as well as the likely supply of gardens.

Jane Goes On The Run

Jane Conibere and her 9 year old son James ran at the Bath Family Fun Run
in aid of Cancer Research in memory of Tony Dewberry, who sadly passed
away earlier this year. Jane was pleased to complete the “just over” 1.5 miles
in 10 minutes and 5 seconds with James speeding ahead of her at 7 minutes
-/ and 29 seconds. She would like to thank everyone for their support over the

5‘5’;3 past few months and for sponsoring them both. A grand total of £555 was
[ 8 iy ; raised.




I BathSpa
et . .
~ g _University

High Quality Applications for Researcher Fellowships

A number of impressive applications were made for the awards under the
Teaching Fellowship Scheme (designed to recognise and reward excellence in
teaching , and learning support) and Promising Researcher Fellowships
(designed for academic staff who have been teaching in higher education for
less than six years, and who are establishing a national reputation for their
research)

The awards of Promising Researcher Fellowships went to Snezana Lawrence,
Lydia Lewis (both from the School of Education) and Elizabeth Wright
(Humanities and Cultural Industries). Teaching Fellowships were awarded to
Professor Roger Heaton (Music and Performing Arts), Robert Irwin (Science,
Society and Management, Rising Star), Miranda Lundskaer-Nielsen (Music
and Performing Arts, Rising Star), Joelle Adams (Development and
Participation, Learning Support), Ellen McWilliams (Humanities and Cultural
Industries, Rising Star).

Congratulations to all.

Students ‘Reinvent’ Clothes for Oxfam Boutique

Year 2 Fashion and Textiles students have been working with the new Oxfam
Boutique on George Street in Bath to ‘reinvent’ old items of clothing into new
Fash(i : ed ” ’ contemporary fashion pieces.
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_l' longer The Bath Oxfam Boutique is only the second in the country outside central

London, and aims to provide style conscious buyers with unique clothes, whilst
at the same time helping to minimise the fashion industry’s impact on the
environment.
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The students are creating stunning 'reinvented' pieces from an array of Oxfam-
donated items that are unsuitable for sale as clothing due to their condition,
and would normally be sold as rags. The one-off designs will be sold at
Boutique prices ranging from £150-£300 each.

The Bath Boutique stocks clothes, jewellery and accessories, from vintage
gems to designer wear and high-end fashion. It will also offer new Fair Trade
and sustainable fashions, restyled items and ethical jewellery.

The final pieces will be completed and presented to Oxfam as a small section
in BSAD’s Graduate Fashion Show to be held on May 21 (two shows, 3.30pm
and 7pm at the Octagon, Milsom Place).
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Playing For Laughs

For the second year running Bath Spa’s Drama and Performing Arts students
have played a major role in Bath’s Comedy Festival.

Bath Spa’s specially formed Comedy Academy, led by Senior Lecturer Pat
Welsh, provided one of the highlights of the Festival with its performances of
Gluteus Maximus in Kingston Parade. Described as an irreverent rejuvenation
of the works of Titus Maccius Plautus, ancient Rome's most popular and
posthumously plagiarised comic playwright, audiences were told to “expect
tunics, togas, testosterone, slaves, slayings, slapstick, chariots centurions and
a lion. Experientia docet stultos - Experience teaches fools.”

Pat, who is developing the University’'s specialism in comedy, said: “It was a
brilliant experience for the students, who worked incredibly hard but were
delighted by the reaction they got to their performances, and with the media
coverage they gained.”

In addition to the Comedy Academy, Dr Olivia Turnbull donned dress and
bonnet to lead a comedic walk in the city through the eyes of former resident
Jane Austen. Despite torrential rain, Austentatious Productions succeeded in
entertaining audiences for 90 minutes each night.

Comedy Festival organiser Alex Timms was delighted by the University’s
contribution and commented that “The city’'s Roman and 18th Century heritage
was brought to life brilliantly with a great sense of fun. It gave the festival
another dimension and really helped to build universal appeal.”

Both companies intend to remount their productions in the summer months.

Starters, Leavers and Long Service Award
The following staff joined the University in March:

Paul Davis (Domestic Services): Cleaner

Linda Hansard (Domestic Services): Cleaner
Caroline Tanner (Domestic Services): Cleaner

The following staff left the University:

Anne Dowle (Student Services): Student Programmes Officer
Mary Oaten (Finance): Finance Officer: Payments

Dee Willmott in Domestic Services achieved 20 years service on 5 March.




