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Research Grant Successes

A number of successful research and external grant applications have been
made via the Graduate School recently:

Dr James Nicholls (School of Humanities and Cultural Industries):
Alcohol and public health: culture. Policy and delivery

An AHRC Knowledge Transfer fellowship grant of £33,295 over ten months
commencing 1/9/10, in partnership with The Department of Health South
West Alcohol Improvement Programme. The project seeks to enhance the
design and delivery of alcohol harm reduction policies in South West
England through encouraging wide-ranging and informed engagement with
historical and cultural research in the area of drinking practices.

Dr James Saunders (School of Music and Performing Arts): Series as
multipart pieces with regulated changes

An AHRC personal fellowship grant of £30,897 over nine months
commencing 1/10/10. The research aims to establish a set of principles
which govern the structure and application of multipart series in music and
visual art, through examining the work of the central European and
American Wandelweiser group of composers and others.

Dr Steve Coombs (School of Education): British Council Partnership
Development Grant of £2,000 for a visit to Malaysia in May to develop an
international partnership project linking e-learning with Master’s level
continuing professional development for teachers.

June Bianchi (School of Education): British Council Overseas
Conference Grant of £900 for presentation of a paper at the 2010
International Conference on the Arts in Society.

School of Education - Training and Development Agency for Schools
Awards: Steve Collins: Control Technology, £4,335; Steve Coombs: e-
safety, £4,000; Dan Davies: Implementation of the Rose Review, £5,000 to
investigate how the new primary curriculum area of scientific and
technological understanding can be assessed using pupil-generated real-
time e-portfolios.

Tim Parry-Williams (School of Art and Design): Support (£1,000) for the
costs of a bilingual exhibition pamphlet for the touring contemporary
handwoven textile exhibition ‘Plain, Stripe, Check’ linking British and
Japanese cultures through textiles, March-June 2010.

Dr Elaine Chalus (School of Humanities and Cultural Industries) was
successful in progressing through to the second round of the British
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Academy Research Development Award scheme, despite fierce
competition (success rate of 30%) for her project The Admiral’s Wife: An
Intimate History of Family, Navy & Empire. £104,231 has been requested
over 21 months commencing 04/10/10.

Professor Gavin Cologne-Brookes (Humanities & Cultural Industries):
Rereading William Styron

A British Academy Small Research Grant of £4,061, commencing 1 Feb
2010 for 20 months to undertake research for a book “rereading William
Styron” contracted by Louisiana State University Press — the definitive
critical study of the literary achievements of this major yet currently
neglected American novelist.

Performance Indicators

Performance indicators for all UK universities, released last month by the
Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA), confirm the continued good
performance of Bath Spa University in the important areas of student
retention and widening participation.

The indicators allow universities to see how well they are performing
against the HE sector as a whole, and also against '‘benchmarks' set for
each university (reflecting the performance expected of each university,
taking individual variances and characteristics into account).

BSU has met or exceeded both UK averages and its own benchmarks in
the 'non continuation' of students - those who do not continue their studies
after their first year (5.2% compared to a benchmark of 7.2% and national
figure of 7.2%) and in ‘projected outcomes’ - the percentage of students
predicted to complete their programmes of study (86% compared to a
benchmark of 80% and national figure of 78%).

Widening participation indicators include the percentage of young first
degree entrants from state schools/colleges (95.2% compared to a
benchmark of 92.4% and a national figure of 88.5%), and the number of
undergraduate students who are in receipt of Disabled Students' Allowance
(8.2% compared to a benchmark of 5.9% and a national figure of 4.7%).

The projected outcome for successful completion was particularly pleasing
for the University because it was the best of all the 63 'modern’ universities,
and better than many 'traditional’ universities.

Bradford Textile Society Competition

Amanda Goode (Course Leader for Textile Design for Fashion and
Interiors) has won an award from the Bradford Textile Society — the oldest
competition of its kind. The prize was in the Clothworkers’ Foundation
Award for a Fabric for Fashion or Interiors which addresses Ecology
Issues, and Amanda attended a presentation evening on 7 May to collect
her award.

Amanda’s studio where she works
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Business Plan Competition

The third annual business plan competition, organised by the Business
Support Office, attracted an impressive range of entrants. Seven finalists
competed to win the £1,000 prize by presenting their business plan to a
panel of industry experts.

The winning entry was Rosanna Campbell, a Year 3 Music and English
Literature student, for her business Musica. Musica offers instrumental
music lessons and workshops for health and emotional well-being to older
adults in hospitals and retirement homes in South West England.

A merit award of £500 was also presented to Adam Shabbo, a final year
Commercial Music student, for his business Alpha Kin Ltd, which
specialises in the fusion of fashion and modern art by combining colourful
and exuberant portraits of recognisable public figures with fashionable
garments to create a designer art brand.

Rosanna Campbell with Deputy Vice
Chancellor, Alun Thomas o . . . .
All of the student finalists received expert advice about their business plans

from the four business experts, who formed the judging panel. These
included Simon Bond, Director of the Innovation Centre (Bath), Paul
Clarkson, Managing Director of PA2C Ltd, Abdullah Ali-Ahmani of Axent
Management & Training Solutions and Tim Wrathall of The Navitas
Partnership Ltd.

The Business Plan Competition encourages and develops the enterprise
culture within Bath Spa and is open to any current student. For those
students thinking of starting their own business, it helps them to follow their
idea through with the aim of keeping and developing new businesses in the
local community.

Preparation for Schools6Parliaments

Planning has started for the second Schools’ Parliaments to be held at Bath
Spa in June (for primary schools) and July (a new event for secondary
schools) — with the children themselves playing a key role in the planning
process.

The Schools’ Parliaments are held in collaboration with B&NES Children’s
Services, and allow young people to debate proposals aimed at improving
the lives of children. A planning group comprising children from four
schools (Weston All Saints, Three Ways Special School, Pensford Primary
Learning about the parliamentary process | and Chewstoke Primary) has been set up, and a final planning session took
place at Newton Park last month where they worked with University staff
and staff of the Children’s Society.

The first ever Primary Schools’ Parliament last year was a great success,
with the children debating topical issues and voting on proposals for reform.
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Research Presented to BPS Conference

Sandie Taylor, Senior Lecturer in Psychology, presented her research into
sentencing at the British Psychological Society Annual Conference in April.

The research, conducted with former student Emily Alner, suggested that
young jurors may be more likely to be lenient towards defendants with
psychological disorders, such as borderline personality disorder, than older
jurors.

The study showed that the two age groups — one aged 18 to 30 and the
second 50 plus - had different attitudes when shown videos of courtroom
scenes depicting female defendants, some displaying overt behavioural
symptoms of borderline personality disorders, and some not displaying
these symptoms.

Sandie said: “These age-related differences may be due to improved
information and understanding about personality disorders and problems
including mental illness in general. Older people may be more likely to
misattribute the behaviours shown by defendants with borderline
personality disorder for 'bad’, ‘rude’ and ‘punishable’ behaviour. This has
implications for defendants with personality disorders as their sentence
may depend on the make-up of the jury they face.”

Former Night-Club to Become Arts Space

Bath Spa University has taken over the lease of Burdall’s Yard in Bath, with
the aim of creating a city-centre base for Music and Performing Arts
students. This former nightclub on London Road will be transformed into a
rehearsal and performance facility, giving students valuable space in which
to create original live work and contribute further to the vibrant cultural life
of the city.

The University will be consulting with local residents over forthcoming
months about their plans for future use of Burdall’s Yard.

Red Room in Russia

Students from Performing Arts, Drama Studies and Dance toured a
production of Red Room to the UniFest student theatre festival in
Chelyabinsk, Russia.

The show Red Room was directed by Mary Steadman, Senior Lecturer in
Performing Arts, and devised with the eight strong company. Based on the
story The Bloody Chamber by Angela Carter, an adaptation of the
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Bluebeard myth, this show explored a young girl’s initiation into marriage to
a complete stranger, and her realisation that there have been ‘other wives’
before her that he has murdered! The ghosts of these still linger in the
marital house, and she gradually gains insight into his true nature and
liberates herself from the same fate.

The production was performed to an audience of over 400, and the
students received a standing ovation! The production was a runner up out
of 28 companies participating in the festival. Lauren Gauge, 3" Year
Performing Arts received an award for ‘Best Actress’ overall in the festival.

Student actors in Russia The show Red Room will now continue to tour The Rondo in Bath, on 9 and
10 July.

' Insect Detective Wins Award

Steve Voake from the School of Humanities and Cultural Industries has

_NSECT ¢ | won a national award for his non-fiction children’s book, 'Insect Detective'.
¥ BPETECTIE The English 4-11 Book Awards, established in 1995, are awarded by the
N Stere Voake ' English Association to the best children's illustrated books of the year.

CHARLOTTE "
VOAKE > 7z

Steve Voake’s award for ‘Insect Detective’ is shared with his cousin,
Charlotte Voake, who provided the illustrations for the book. He said:
“Insect Detective aims to encourage children to go outside and experience
the wonderful world of insects for themselves. I've always been fascinated
by insects so it was great fun to write, particularly working with my cousin
Charlotte as her watercolour illustrations are exquisite.

Corsham Court Centre Hosts Local Town Council

Councillors from Corsham were invited to a special presentation evening at
the Corsham Court Centre in April, when they learned about the progress
made at the Centre, and its plans for the future.

The invited audience learned about the University’s long association with
Corsham Court, and the Bath Academy of Art’s contribution to post war
social reconstruction through its education programmes. After a gap of
some 25 years, Professor Ron George explained, the University (which has
a responsibility to maintain the Court and gardens under Lease terms) has
returned to the Court with a new Centre for Research, Postgraduate
Studies and Continuing Professional Development.

Ron George outlined the University’s plans to invest further in the campus
and the town, and its commitment to contributing to the economic,
academic and cultural life of the town and the region. He commented: “The
Councillors were extremely interested in the developments at Corsham
Court, and | was pleased to have the opportunity of highlighting the benefits
the University can bring to Wiltshire.”

Corsham Court

For more information about Corsham Court see
www.bathspa.ac.uk/about/campuses/corsham-court/
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Bath Spa Hosts Equality Forum

On Wednesday 16 June Bath Spa is hosting a joint equality event with
University of Bath in the Michael Tippett Centre.

The theme of theeventis—-6chal | enging invisible

The Forum is open to students and staff from the two universities,
equalities groups and local employers. The day will include speakers from
both universities, an engaging theatre session, and breakout sessions to
explore debate and challenge equality issues. The event will be enjoyable
as well as challenging and will enable attendees to consider some of the
unseen barriers to equality.

The theatre session will be led by Steps Drama Learning Development - a
global leader in experiential drama-based training, specialising in
developing facilitated, interactive training and innovative learning solutions.
Their unique approach brings to life situations where behaviours create
challenges for individuals, teams and businesses. The audience is given
opportunities throughout the session to challenge and advise the actors to
change the outcome of events.

Speakers from both universities will provide updates on their respective
Steps drama session (courtesy of Steve | €quality work. There will be breakout sessions in the afternoon to discuss,

Hickey Photography) consult and inform future equality work, with particular consideration of the
Equality Bill.

This is a free event, as your views and participation are valued.

For more information and to book a place, please follow the link or call us
on 876338.

www.bathspa.ac.uk/services/hr/for-staff-/equality-and-diversity/equality-
forum-2010.asp

Publishing Students at Bridport Film Festival

Sarah Leivers, a Creative Writing student studying publishing as part of her
FROM PAGE degree, spent a week as the Bridport Film Festival's Twitterer and
Facebook updater in residence. The Publishing Lab’s “Professional Writing'
TO SC RE E N module students provided the film notes for screenings. Publishing Course
Leader, Katharine Reeve said: “The organisers described Sarah as ‘a great
asset’ and have asked Publishing Lab students to help out at their Literary
Festival later this year.”

Bridport Film Festival, From Page to
Screen
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Play on Words

On 28 April students from the School of Humanities and Cultural Industries
showcased their work in the third Play on Words Festival. The Newton
Building was commandeered for the day and hosted a rich and varied
programme featuring work from all Departments in the newly formed
School. Contributions included oral history, heritage studies, literary
journals, poetry, films, video games and even face painting. The event was
a great opportunity for the University Governors to see student work in the
flesh. It was organised by third year Creative Writing students Luke Telfer
and Juliette Winyard as part of the Creative Enterprise module.

POW Festival

Katharine 'Getting Published'

Katherine Reeve, Course Leader, FD Publishing, is speaking at the
Women's Word Festival in Cambridge in June on 'Getting Published'. The
workshop is at the Women's Word literary festival at at Lucy Cavendish
College in Cambridge.

Starters, Leavers and Name Changes

The following staff joined the University in April:

Imran Ul Hag (Computing Services): IP Telephony Lead Analyst
Deborah Nicholson (School of Education): SL in Primary English —

The following staff left the University:

Sara Kirkby (Humanities & Cultural Industries): Senior School Administrator
Liz Brophy ( Education): Learning & Tech Development Officer

Sarah Rowlands (Bath School of Art & Design):Technical Demonstrator
Rosalind Davies (International Activities): Asst Head of Int Activities
(Academic)

Shula Dennard (Development & Participation): Administrative Assistant
Nicola Daye(Domestic Services): Cleaner

Tina Norris (Domestic Services); Cleaner

Nick Mayne (Information Services); Lead Developer

John Ellison (Estates): Premises Manager

Charmaigne Harding( Science, Society & Management): Technical
Services Manager, NP

Name changes:

Michelle Kennedy is now Michelle Elliott
Emma Tuckley is now Emma Padamadan




