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University’s  Meteoric Rise in Green League 

Bath Spa University has joined an elite group of universities awarded ‘first 
class honours’ for their environmental performance. 

The People and Planet Green League 2010 ranked Bath Spa 11th out of 
133 UK universities for its environmental policy and performance in areas 
such as carbon reduction, waste recycling, energy efficiency, transport 
emissions, sustainable procurement and water consumption. 

Bath Spa University’s ranking is 51 places higher than it achieved in the 
Green League last year.  This meteoric rise shows one of the biggest 
improvements for any UK university.         

Bath Spa has an ambitious Carbon Management Plan in operation, 
detailing projects that will reduce its carbon emissions by 50% by 2020. 
This compares particularly well with performance in the universities sector 
as a whole which, according to People and Planet, is emitting 25% more 
carbon than it did five years ago and making slow progress towards sector-
wide climate targets.    

The Vice-Chancellor commented:  “This is an outstanding result for the 
University, and my congratulations go to all staff and students who have 
embraced a culture of environmental improvement with such enthusiasm.” 
 
 
 
Award for Supporting Students Formerly in Care  

 
Bath Spa University has achieved recognition for supporting students who 
have been in local authority care. The University has been awarded the 
Frank Buttle Trust Quality Mark for Care Leavers in Higher Education. 
 
To apply successfully for the Quality Mark, Bath Spa had to demonstrate 
the steps taken to encourage students who have been in care to consider 
higher education and to demonstrate the support available once they start 
at the University. 
 
These measures include running events for children in care from a number 
of different local authorities, assistance for students requiring year-round 
accommodation and financial assistance through a care leavers’ bursary. 
 
The Frank Buttle Trust set up the Quality Mark in 2006 in recognition of 
higher education institutions that go the extra mile to support students who  



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
have been in public care. The Trust particularly helps those children for 
whom parental support may be lacking. 
 
One current Bath Spa student who was formerly in care, Alice Bambridge 
from Bristol, has just completed her first year of a Foundation Degree in 
Contemporary Circus and Physical Performance.  She was in and out of 
local authority care for much of her childhood and had several foster care 
placements.  
 
Alice said: “The staff on my course give me a lot of extra support.  They 
have been very sensitive to my family problems and are really helpful if you 
are having a hard time.  They are always available to talk things through 
and really listen to you.”   
 
The Quality Mark award will be presented to the Vice-Chancellor by a 
student who has been in care.  The ceremony takes place on 29 June in 
the University Theatre.   
 
 
 
Developing BSU’s Research Culture 
 
Exciting plans are in hand to pursue an ambitious new research strategy for 
the University. 
 
The new strategy, which was shaped by an institution-wide consultation 
exercise in the spring, includes a number of important elements enabling 
academic staff to focus on developing their research activity - and 
rewarding and recognising research success.  
 
Responses to the consultation document welcomed the role of the 
Graduate School and the Research Support Office in helping Schools and 
Research Centres in the important task of bidding successfully for external 
funding from Research Councils and the like. They also emphasised the 
need for academic staff to be given more time to concentrate on their 
research, and for the University to create a career-pathway for excellent 
researchers. 
 
The research strategy’s immediate focus is on preparing BSU for the next 
Research Excellence Framework (scheduled for 2013 but likely to be 
deferred to 2014), but has an underlying aim of sustaining the University in 
the long term.  Initiatives include: 

·  A structured approach to researcher pay and conditions, 
involving the establishment of researcher job description and 
pay grades, and a specification for Graduate Teaching 
Assistants (using PhD students to their full potential). 

·  Developing promotional criteria and an improved career 
pathway for researchers in order to recognise leadership and 
management in readership roles. 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

·  Establishing 'university-branded' postgraduate research 
symposia at Corsham Court.   

·  Establishing an electronic archive of research bids and 
feedback from funding bodies in order to inform future bids and 
maximise bid success. 

·  A new Experienced Researcher Sabbatical scheme, which will 
allow experienced researchers to build the University’s profile 
in the Research Excellence Framework and will create 
teaching opportunities for PhD students.  

The Vice-Chancellor commented: “The Bath Spa community will, I’m sure, 
recognise the value of developing our research strategy.  Students will 
benefit from the impact of research on teaching; academic staff will have 
improved prospects and a more rigorous academic environment in which to 
work; support staff will play an invaluable role in helping position the 
University in a challenging – but exciting – context for all HEIs.” 

 
Design Students Collaborate with Tony Benn 
 
The veteran politician and author Tony Benn has visited the University to 
meet design students working on a project inspired by his latest book, 
Letters to My Grandchildren. 
 
More than a dozen Graphic Communication students from Bath School of 
Art and Design, at the University’s Sion Hill campus, have created designs 
as their visual response to the book.  
 
On Friday 11 June Mr Benn joined the students and lecturer Tim Vyner to 
view their work after delivering his own lecture about Letters to My 
Grandchildren to a wider audience of graduating Art and Design students at 
Sion Hill. 
 
He then opened Bath School of Art and Design’s 2010 Degree Show, the 
annual exhibition of work by graduating students not only in graphics but 
also in fine art, interdisciplinary art, textile design, fashion design and 
ceramics. 
 
In Letters to My Grandchildren, published last year, Tony Benn re-affirms 
his belief in core human principles and values in the form of ‘letters’ to the 
current generation of young people, carrying twin messages of hope and 
anger against injustice.  
 
Each of the Graphic Communication students has chosen one ‘letter’ from 
the book and interpreted its theme as a visual design or illustration. 
 
Their lecturer Tim Vyner said: “Tony Benn’s grandchildren are the same 
generation as our students.  His ‘letters’ speak in a very accessible way to 
people of their age, and the students’ designs, which we also expect to be 
published, can bring them to a much wider audience.”    
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Fashion Students in London Catwalk Show 
 
The growing reputation of our Fashion Department has been boosted still 
further with its first catwalk show at Graduate Fashion Week in London.  
Eleven graduating students from Bath Spa’s Fashion Design course had 
their collections showcased by professional models at the Earls Court 
event.  
 
It was a major accolade for Bath Spa, the students and their Course Leader 
Louise Pickles to be invited by the Graduate Fashion Week organisers to 
hold a catwalk show.  Only the best university fashion departments 
nationwide are given this opportunity. 
 
As a result the students’ designs grabbed the attention not only of many big 
names in the fashion world but also the media.  Their catwalk show  
featured on BBC Points West and Louise was interviewed by Radio Bristol 
and Radio Somerset.  
 
  
 
In Memory of Tony Dewberry 
 
Following the sad death of Deputy Vice-Chancellor Tony Dewberry earlier 
this year the University has erected a bench and planted an oak tree at 
Newton Park in his memory.   
 
The beautifully carved bench, made of teak, overlooks the lake near the 
Castle, while the oak sapling can be found in the parkland. 
 
A message on the bench reads: “In Memory of Tony Dewberry Deputy 
Vice-Chancellor Bath Spa University – A Lovely Boss Gone Fishing”.    
 
The reference to fishing was inspired by a notice that Tony himself, a keen 
angler, put on his office door when he had to retire in November 2009 
because of ill health.  The notice said simply: ”Gone Fishing”.   
 
Jane Conibere, who was Personal Assistant to Tony, said: ���  loved the 
parkland at Newton Park, and having the bench placed in this beautiful spot 
will allow others to admire it as much as he did”    
 
   
 
Dr Alice Roberts Talks to Geography Students 
 
On 28 May anatomist, author and broadcaster Dr Alice Roberts visited the 
University to give a lecture to our Geography students. The event was 
organised by Geography and the student-led Geography Society to mark 
the end of the academic year and to celebrate the imminent graduation of 
the final year students. About 70 students, staff, family and friends attended  
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the event in the Michael Tippett Centre. They were also joined by local 
members of the Royal Geographical Society. 
 
Dr Alice Roberts is well known for her appearances on various television 
programmes, including Coast, Extreme Archaeology and Time Team. She 
has also presented her own series on BBC2, Dr Alice Roberts: Don’t Die 
Young.  In 2009, she presented another BBC2 series The Incredible 
Human Journey, looking at the origin of our species and the ancient 
colonisation of the world.  
 
In her lecture Dr Roberts spoke about The Incredible Human Journey, with 
a particular focus on the phylogeographic aspects. This involves exploring 
the relationship between historical processes and gene genealogies and 
the contemporary geographic distribution of people. Following a lively 
account of the recent science in human ancestry, Dr Roberts contrasted the 
antiquity of the genus Homo to the comparatively sudden and recent 
appearance of our own species. 
 
 
 
Beekeepers Buzzing at Newton Park 
 
Newton Park will soon be hosting up to 20 bee hives and a new teaching 
apiary. The University has given permission for Bath Beekeepers 
Association to move onto the campus this summer. 
 
The Association is using a National Lottery grant of £10,000 to build a 
wooden hut near the old farm buildings opposite the main car park.  This 
new facility will enable them to run indoor courses for beginners and 
experienced beekeepers in a safe environment. 
 
Inside there will be a honey extracting room and microscopes to show 
dissection of bees and how to identify disease.  The building will also  
provide a screened viewing platform where observers can watch and learn 
about bees as the hives outside are opened. 
 
Bath Beekeepers Association has a 100-strong membership which is 
expanding rapidly.  Until now its apiary was based in a member’s garden in 
Bathampton, but it has no indoor facilities. 
 
Chairman Anne Rowberry said:  “This new apiary at the University will be a 
vital resource for members in Bath and also beekeepers throughout the 
region. 
 
“It will allow beekeeping of the highest standard and courses for both 
novices and more experienced people seeking national qualifications.” 
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Language Centre Helps Recruit International Student s  
 
The University is developing a new opportunity to boost recruitment of 
international students for our BA Business and Management course.  Bath 
Spa has set up an agreement with the Bristol Language Centre (BLC) for 
its students to join the course after improving their English at BLC. 
 
Prof Rob Mears, Head of the School of Science, Society and Management,  
and Cathy Leng, Head of Business and Management, recently signed a 
contract of co-operation with BLC, which is located in Portwall Lane Bristol. 
 
Students who successfully complete a BLC Foundation Certificate will join 
our BA Business and Management and complete their degree with Bath 
Spa.  Cathy has started recruitment immediately, with students from BLC 
visiting the Newton Park campus this month. 
 
Cathy said: “The synergies between the institutions are really promising. 
This agreement represents positive action for international student 
recruitment to Bath Spa in future years.” 
 
 
 
New French Connection for Bath Spa 
 
The University has formed a new partnership with an institution in the South 
of France.  Three Master’s degrees at the International Design School and 
the School of Business and Technology in Toulon (known collectively as 
Euromed) are to be accredited by BSU.   
 
Senior Bath Spa representatives Katie Akerman, Pradeep Sharma, Prof 
Tim Middleton and Dr Mark McGuinness visited Toulon last month.  Their 
panel approved an MA International Brand Development; MA International 
Design Methods; MA International Design Strategy and Innovation. 
 
The one-year courses, all taking place in France, will be taught in English 
and recognised by the French Ministry of Education as well as BSU.   
 
 
Universities Week 
 
Bath Spa University has been playing a full part in Universities Week, which 
is an exciting national campaign to highlight the crucial role of higher 
education in our society and the UK economy. Universities Week, from 14 
to 20 June, aimed to engage with the public about higher education’s often 
unsung and unheard success stories.    
 
From 12 to 16 June Bath School of Art and Design opened its doors to the 
public for its 2010 Degree Show, demonstrating the talent of students in a  
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diverse range of disciplines including painting, sculpture, ceramics, fashion, 
graphics and digital design. 
 
On 16 June the University hosted an Equality Forum.  Run by Bath Spa’s 
Human Resources department jointly with the University of Bath, the event 
was an opportunity for local businesses to consider and challenge some of 
the invisible barriers which lead to inequality. 
 
Meanwhile the Bath Spa Widening Participation team invited young people 
in Years 9 to 11 from two local secondary schools - Merchants Academy in 
Bristol and Writhlington School at Radstock - for aspiration-raising campus 
visits to Newton Park.   
 
The team also held Primary School Days at Newton Park for children from 
Bath schools St Philip’s Primary and St Martin’s Primary.  These events 
were the third in a programme of three sessions, where the idea of a 
university is introduced to pupils in Years 5 and 6.   
 
On 15 June the School of Education held an Open Evening for anyone 
wanting to find out more about becoming a teacher.   
 
 
 
Feeder Headline at Summer Ball 
 
BSU Students’ Union again pulled off a spectacular coup by booking one of 
the country’s best known bands, Feeder, for the Summer Ball on Friday 4 
June.  At last year’s ball it was the Zutons who headlined.  
 
This review of Feeder’s performance has been written by Creative Writing 
student Sean Crutchley, who is also the new editor of H2O magazine. 
 
“Feeder took to the stage as headliners and immediately showed their 
quality. Their opening song, Feeling The Moment, grabbed the audience, 
made them sing and set the tone for what was to come. It was a veteran 
move, enabling the band to experiment with new songs - Renegades, 
Barking Dogs, Sentimental - amongst an array of hits. 
 
No, the new stuff isn’t as good as the old, with a new direction in the band’s 
ideologies moving away from the more popular and mainstream rock of 
before. But Grant Nicholas and co. know what they’re doing, and when the 
band finished with the inevitable mega-hits - Buck Rogers, Just A Day - 
their audience exploded into a true frenzy. 

 
Like the Zutons last year Feeder have proved they are a truly great live 
band. They went beyond the Zutons, however, in creating a greater sense 
of theatre better suited to the event. They aren’t the best band in the world 
by any stretch of the imagination. To deny that they are good - very, very 
good - would be ignorant and stubborn. Both Feeder’s performance and 
this year’s Summer Ball will live long in the memory as one of the best yet.” 
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Volunteer Awards for Students 
 
On 6 May students gathered at the Volunteer, Society and Representation 
Awards, which recognise outstanding contributions to volunteering over the 
academic year.  Among those who also attended were Deputy Vice-
chancellor Alun Thomas, Head of Performing Arts Sam Grogan and the 
Chief Executive of Bath Volunteer Centre, Steve Dale. 
 
The event was a great opportunity to thank individual student volunteers for 
their amazing selfless commitment to helping the community, both on and 
off campus. Highlights of the evening included the Community Volunteer of 
the Year award, which was presented to Matthew West.  He has worked 
with Time 2 Share since 2003 and volunteered regularly as a 1:1 befriender 
throughout his time at the University. 
 
 
Bath Spa Food Writer Wins Campaigning Prize  
 
A book on where to find the UK’s best food, co-written by Bath Spa lecturer 
Katharine Reeve, has won a national award from the Guild of Food Writers.  
The Rough Guide to Food has received the Guild’s award for campaigning 
and investigative writing. 
 
Katharine and co-author George Miller beat off strong competition from 
journalists on BBC Radio Four’s You and Yours and the Observer 
newspaper, who were also shortlisted.  
 
She spent 18 months researching the book, alongside her job teaching 
undergraduate Creative Writing and English Literature at the University and 
running the Foundation Degree in Publishing. 
 
Meanwhile another Bath Spa Lecturer, Lucy Christopher, has been 
shortlisted for the Branford Boase Award, given to the writer of an 
outstanding debut novel for children.  Lucy graduated from the University’s  
MA Creative Writing in 2004 and now lectures here part-time while studying 
for a PhD.   
 
She was shortlisted for her first novel, Stolen, which is about a 16-year-old 
girl who is kidnapped while on holiday in Australia and held captive in a 
remote outback area. 
 
   
 
Let’s Help Illuminate Bath 
 
Students and staff from across the University are invited to help with a new 
cultural festival linked to the Olympics.  IlluminateBath will be staged over 
two weeks in Bath, from Monday 1 November to Saturday 13 November. 
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The festival will include installations/ artworks, performances, creative 
workshops, talks by artists and debates. It is supported by RELAYS, a 
Cultural Olympiad project to engage young people with sport and culture in 
the run-up to London 2012.   
 
Bath Spa students, staff and alumni are developing ideas for creative work 
in response to IlluminateBath’s theme of kinetic energy and light. Creative 
work could be: dance, sculpture, film, music, animation, stories, poetry, 
projections, clothing, installations, plays, location based games, 3D design, 
interventions, mass participation events, painting and printing.  
 
A number of people from the University are already involved in project 
planning. For example postgraduate students from the School of Art and  
Design have developed the branding for the festival and third year 
Business and Management students have prepared a sponsorship 
package.  In early October the organisers plan to recruit a team of 100 
volunteers to help out during the festival period. 
 
Arilda Tymko is Bath Spa’s RELAYS Cultural Coordinator, attached to the 
School of Humanities and Cultural Industries.  For more information about 
IlluminateBath or RELAYS call her on 01225 876536 or email 
a.tymko@bathspa.ac.uk 
 
 
Indian Summer for Caroline 
 
Student Caroline Quin, who has just completed her second year in Study of 
Religions, has gained a place on the ‘Study India’ programme.  She will 
spend three weeks in India, based in Delhi, from 14 August to 4 
September. 
 
The ‘Study India’ programme is organised by the University of Birmingham 
and King’s College London and funded by the UK India Education and 
Research Initiative.  There are 200 places, open to undergraduates from all 
UK universities by competitive application. 
 
In India Caroline will be visiting sites of historical interest, taking part in 
courses and activities from yoga to economics and undertaking a 
placement in a local school or business.   
 
In her application for the programme she was able to draw upon the 
strengths of the Humanities Department in Indian and Chinese religions 
and philosophies, as well as skills gained from her Study of Religions 
fieldwork placement and experience of the summer school in South Korea 
last year. 
 
Caroline is pictured above with a display on the Korean experience for the 
School of Humanities and Cultural Industries student showcase on 28 April.  
The students also made a DVD for their Religion, Philosophy and Cultural 
Practices in Korea module assessment. 
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Bath Spa Strikes a Chord at Music Festival 
 
The University’s music students once again played a big part in this year’s 
Bath International Music Festival. 
 
On Saturday 5 June, in a festival highlight, they joined the leading 
composer Judith Weir for a celebration of her music.  In ‘Judith Weir: Music, 
Untangled II’ her long-standing collaboration with the Indian storyteller Vayu 
Naidu was drawn into focus through musical storytelling by both Vayu and 
students from the Bath Spa Music Department.  The University’s Chamber 
Choir also performed some of her choral music. 
 
A wide variety of Bath Spa music students were also involved in the 
Festival’s Party in the City on Friday 28 May.  The University’s wonderful 
Indonesian percussion orchestra, Gamelan, played music from Java, 
followed by the Bath Spa Big Band, performing student compositions; the 
University’s Georgian Band, playing music from Georgian Bath; and 
Material, a Bath Spa group who specialise in experimental music. 
 
Also during the Party in the City Bath Spa’s Brass Ensemble entertained 
the crowds on Abbey Green with music by Wagner, before a gig by student 
bands from the Bath Spa Commercial Music course.  Meanwhile the  
University Choir sang choral music by Handel, Zadok the Priest, in the 
soaring surroundings of Bath Abbey. 
 
 
 
Fringe Posters Back Catalogue 
 
One of many highlights at the Bath Fringe was an exhibition of posters by 
Bath Spa students used to publicise the Fringe in past years.  The display 
at Green Park Station in Bath featured posters designed and created by our 
Graphic Communication students from the first Fringe a decade ago up to 
the present. 
 
Each year a group of talented final-year illustrators, designers and 
photographers from BSU are invited to design an image that will both 
celebrate and promote the Fringe. After an interview with the Fringe 
committee some of these students are chosen to develop their poster ideas 
and the winner’s image becomes the feature artwork for the festival.  
 
The challenge is to encapsulate an eclectic series of events into one 
compelling image for the Fringe programme, advertising and website.  
Previous winners have gone on to a successful career afterwards.  They 
include Tim D’addio, whose poster from 2007 is shown here. He is from 
Bath and regularly exhibits his work in the city. 
 
Tim said: “The Bath Fringe commission was my first success story as an 
illustrator and designer.  I think the selection process is an admirable 
coalition between the University and Fringe committee.” 
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Luke Archer, who designed the 2010 Fringe poster, is about to graduate.  
He will be producing a series of limited edition silkscreens of his image.   
 
A Fringe organiser, Wendy Matthews, said:  “We love having the design 
students involved in the Fringe.  It ensures we have completely original and 
different artwork for our posters and programmes.”   
 
 
 
June Promotes BSU Arts Education in Istanbul 
 
June Bianchi, who leads arts education research at Bath Spa, was one of 
15 delegates selected for a study visit to Istanbul under the European 
Transversal programme for the implementation of Lifelong Learning.  
 
Delegates included educational and cultural practitioners and policymakers 
from across the EU, with a focus on sharing good practice and developing 
intercultural links.  June also met representatives from Istanbul University 
and nearby schools to arrange projects with our School of Education. 
 
June presented two papers in Istanbul - on BSU’s approach to Lifelong 
Learning within a cultural city and on the role of the Centre for Research in 
Arts Education at Bath Spa.  
 
 
Starters, Leavers and Name Changes 
 
The following staff joined the University in May: 
 
Nicole Powell (Domestic Services): Cleaner 
Chanok Rickarby (Domestic Services): Cleaner 
Stephen Williams (School of Education): Administrator (SENCO and BDA 
Dyslexia Research) 
 
The following staff left the University: 
 
Rebecca McDonagh (Day Nursery): Nursery Officer 
Joanna Bowden (School of Art & Design): Technical Services Manager 
Ian Rowe (Employability): Placements Officer 
Nicola Walker (School for Development & Participation): Senior Admin 
Rachael Stone (Domestic Services): Cleaner 
Laurence Bath (Estates): Gardener 
Philip Walker (Estates): Gardener 
Victoria Trachy ( Development & Participation): Progression Co-ordinator 
Debra Enzenbacher (School of Science, Society & Management): Senior 
Lecturer in Tourism Management 
 
Name changes: Stephanie Goodwin is now Stephanie Winnard.   
  
 



 
 


