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Tristram Shapeero with the Vice-
Chancellor

Honorary Degrees Awarded at Graduation Ceremonies

Four honorary degrees were awarded
on Friday 23 and Saturday 24 July. Tristram Shapeero, Simon Relph, Sir
Graeme Davies and Sir William Stubbs all received the award of DLitt
(Doctor of Letters).

Tristram Shapeero has directed iconic and popular television comedies for
more than 20 years, including Absolutely Fabulous, Peep Show, Brass Eye,
I 6m Al an,Bremnet Bird ahd)Fortune, Green Wing, Pulling and
Smack the Pony. Hegr ew up i n Bath, where he
Beechen CIiff Schools.

Simon Relph has been an independent film producer since 1981, with
credits that include Weads,Tédr PRPé¢atutghn
Lunch, Wetherby, Damage, Enchanted April and The Land Girls. He is on
the board of South West Screen and Bristol Old Vic Theatre.

Sir Graeme Davies is Vice-Chancellor of the University of London and
previously held similar posts at the University of Glasgow and the
University of Liverpool. Sir Graeme is also a former chairman of the Higher
Education Funding Council for England.

Sir William St u bHhighk itnpact career included establishing and heading
up the Polytechnics and Colleges Funding Council and subsequently the
Further Education Funding Council. In the mid ,90s he became rector of
the London Institute, a federation of five renowned colleges of art and
design in London which now form the University of the Arts in London.

Presentations also included an Honorary Fellowship to Professor David
Timms, former Deputy Vice-Chancellor, in recognition of outstanding
service to the University and to British higher education. He retired in
December 2009 after 18 years at the University.

Guest speakers at the ceremonies were the Reverend Prebendary Edward
Mason, who is Rector of Bath Abbey and also a member of the University's
Board of Governors; and Nicole O'Flaherty, Chair of the Board of
Governors at City of Bath College and, until three years ago, a councillor on
Bath and North East Somerset Council and Executive Member responsible
for Tourism, Leisure and Culture.

This year a total of about 2800 students gained their degrees and diplomas
from Bath Spa University.
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Concept image of the new
academic building looking east

Concept image of the entrance
to the new academic building

; ‘ Stonewall

DIVERSITY CHAMPION

University Development Plan Moves Forward

The University has resumed public consultation on the plan to develop
Newton Park over the next 20 years. A new exhibition of the proposals was
held in July, presenting details of the first phase of academic development
and an update of the overall masterplan.

Digital concept images of the planned new academic building can be
viewed on the Bath Spa website at: www.bathspa.ac.uk/public-consultation,
and a model showing how the new campus would look is on display in the
Main House Reception area at Newton Park.

Feedback so far to the development proposals has been positive and
constructive. The proposed architectural style is modern and exciting, but
appropriate to the wider historic landscape. The new academic buildings
are designed to stand the test of time, and will achieve high standards of
environmental excellence. State of the art teaching space will be
supplemented by a new Learning Commons with a range of open access
technology enabled study space, to the benefit of all students.

The overall masterplan also includes provision of new residences for up to
1,200 students on the campus - eventually replacing some of the existing
halls of residence at Newton Park.

It is hoped to submit a planning application for the academic building this
autumn, with construction starting in summer 2011. A planning application
for the first phase of student accommodation will follow, with the aim of
starting building work in early 2012.

Staff and students will continue to be briefed and consulted as proposals
evolve, and feedback is welcome at all times.

Bath Spa Welcomes Gay Students

Bath Spa is rated as one of the re
new guide from the lesbian, gay and bisexual charity Stonewall.

The Stonewall University Guide gives Bath Spa a score of seven out of ten
from a checklist on how it performs in welcoming and supporting lesbian,
gay and bisexual (LGB) students. This is the second highest score out of a
dozen institutions in the whole of the South West. Bath Spa wins the

gui de" s appr o vapblicyfthatrprotpcts ¢ @B stidemtsgyfrom
bullying; compulsory staff training on LGB issues; a student LGB Society;
an LGB Diversity Champion (Prof Tim Middleton); events, welfare support
and consultation for LGB students.

Bath Spa is one of only a few UK universities to be members of Stonewall.
The Stonewall University Guide can be seen at: www.gaybydegree.org.uk.



http://www.bathspa.ac.uk/public-consultation
http://www.gaybydegree.org.uk/
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Graduate Wins Literary Prize for Debut Novel

Author Lucy Christopher, who is a creative writing graduate from Bath Spa,
has won a children"s boStdenpri ze wi
Her book was the judges" choice frr
Boase Award 2010, set up to encourage new writers and given annually to
the author of an outstanding debut novel for children.

Lucy Christopher graduated from th
Creative Writing in 2004. She is currently undertaking a PhD at Bath Spa
and wrote Stolen as part of those studies.

Stolen, published by the Frome-based Chicken House, is set in Australia,
—_— where Lucy grew up herself. Itis told in a letter by 16-year-old Gemma to
= her captor after she has been kidnapped while on holiday with her parents.
Lucy Christopher with her award The kidnapper, Ty, takes her to a remote and barren wilderness in the
Australian outback. Here, with nho escape possible, Gemma must deal with
her predicament or die.

For her PhD Lucy is exploring how Australian literature represents wild
places, particularly in its writing for young adults. She is also a part-time
lecturer in Creative Writing at the University and a member of its Writing for
Young People research group.

Lucy said: "Winning the Branford Boase Award validates my work and the
University's huge imput into it. Stolen would never have been written
without the structure of the Creative Writing PhD program behind it, and
without the wonderful support and encouragement from my two PhD
supervisors, Julia Greenand Tracy Br ai n. ”

Eddi Reader to Inspire Songwriters

The UK Songwriting Festival, taking place next month on the Newton Park
campus, willfeature Ed di Reader as this vy Ediirs"
best known for her great success with the Scottish folk/pop band
Fairground Attraction. In 1988 they topped the UK charts with their first
single, Perfect, and with their album First of a Million Kisses.

However Eddi has since also become well known and hugely respected as
a solo singer/songwriter. She was awarded an MBE in 2006 for services to
singing and released her most recent album, Love Is the Way, in 2009.

) Joe Bennett, UK Songwriting Festiwv
Eddi Reader Music and Performing Arts, said: "We're delighted to welcome Eddi to the
Songwriting Festival tutor team for 2010. Her work speaks for itself in the
grand tradition of great British song craft, and she has the generosity of
spirit to want to help others deve
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This year's Festival, from 16 to 20 August, looks like being the most
successfulyet. Joe"s aim is for participan
songs in a week.

Eddi Reader will be joining the rest of the Festival team, including Boo
Hewerdine and Snow Patrol “snahdai n A
songwriting workshops. They will also be performing a special gig at Bath
Spa“"s new Burdall“s Yard venue in

Joe Bennett
Care Leaver Kerisha Presents Award to University

A Bath Spa student who has been in local authority care, Kerisha Lewis,
presentedtothe Vice-Chancel |l or an award r ecog
in supporting her and other students with a care background.

Kerisha, who is a Bath Spa Student Ambassador, made the presentation at
a ceremony in the University Theatre on 30 June. The award is the Frank
Buttle Trust Quality Mark for Care Leavers in Higher Education.

To apply successfully for the Quality Mark, Bath Spa had to demonstrate
the steps taken to encourage students who have been in care to consider
higher education and to demonstrate the support available once they start
at the University.

Student Kerisha Lewis presents
the Frank Buttle Trust Quality

Mark to the Vice-Chancellor These measures include running events for children in care from a number

of different local authorities, assistance for students requiring year-round
accommodation and financialassistance t hrough a car ¢

Bath Spa Director to Help Young Film Makers

NicJeune, who is Director of Artswork
SH ACABEL enterprise based at the Paintworks site in Bristol) and also Creative
MANDTELEVISION Director of Touch Films in Bath, will soon be lending his professional

. expertise to young people in Bristol interested in making films. He has
been recruited as a mentor by BAFTA, the British Academy of Film and
Television Arts.

Nic is one of five new BAFTA mentors to work with young people on media
projects in the Bristol area. The first project he will support is a scheme run
by the Watershed Arts Centre called Short Cuts, which helps 45 teenagers
to develop, write, produce and edit a short film. The Short Cuts project will
create three short films of under five minutes, to be premiered at the
Watershed in November as part of its Encounters International Short Film
Festival.

Nic Jeune at BAFTA
(courtesy of Graham Burke)

Nic has held senior positions in more than 50 award-winning film and
television drama productions. He will be joined as a mentor on the BAFTA
Youth Mentoring Programme by other leading film and television
practitioners, including actors, directors, producers and scriptwriters.
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Parliaments Give Children Taste of Democracy

Children of all ages from throughout Bath and North East Somerset took
part in mock parliaments, hosted by the University with the help of B&NES
Children"s Services.

A total of around 60 schools joined in the two special events in the Michael
TippettCentre—t he Pr i mar y Benhoo 29Jeng, folbwed byi a
the Young Peopl eoldar chideen dniQdulge nt f or

The children themselves were invol
Parliament, held for the second time. A group of pupils from four schools
worked with stafffom Bat h Spa and the Childr
agenda for debate based on the the

The aim of the first evgforllYool6 year oldse
was to give their age group a voice in current and future developments in
the B&NES Chil dr en an dhethenernhgy debatedp |
was how to improve communications between their age group and adults.

The proposal which attracted most votes came from Three Ways Special
School: "Everyone should learn a sign language such as Makaton so that
we can all communicate with those with speech and hearing difficulties.”

Bath MP Don Foster and 14 B&NES councillors and Children's Services
officers were among the adults who attended to hear the young people's
ideas.

Culture and Climate Change Symposium

Leading figures from science and the arts came together for a lively
symposium on ,Culture and Climate

The event on 1 July, to |l aunch in
Environment Research Centre, involved more than 30 scientists, literary
critics, creative writers and art
Kerridge, Greg Garrard and Jonathan Neale.

These experts on the environment and its portrayal in writing and art
engaged in open discussion about climate change, acknowledging their
need for each other“s different pe
participated via Skype from her university in Melbourne.

Richard Kerridge, Research Co-ordinator for the School of Humanities and
Cul tur al I ndustries, said: “lt was
and valuable emergingideas—-one of the best event
attended.”




I BathSpa
et . .
~ g _University

L ———

He added: “Following the apparent
December there has been a crisis of response to climate change. There is
a sense that political headway is not being made and that scientific
management is not enough. We need to focus also on cultural mediation -
how climate change is portrayed in novels, poetry, films, television, plays
and art."”

The whole symposium was filmed and an edited version will be available on
the web, with a follow-up in the form of online discussion and other events.

Students Win National Design Awards

Two design students from Bath Spa have won prestigious national awards
for their work. Kate Boccaccini-Meadows and Anna Jensen were judged to
be among the best young talent in the country at the New Designers 2010
show in London, which is for new design graduates throughout the UK.

Kate, who is graduating from the BA course in 3D Design: Ceramics, won
the Runner-Up Award for the top accolade, New Designer of the Year. She
received the £500 prize for her collection Air Force, in which she
experimented with a multitude of materials to form a composition lying
between art, craft and design.

The judges praised Kate"s “quiet,
processes, using a range of media, culminating in a beautiful and well
observed body of work?”.

Kate will be taking up a short residency in Denmark later this year,
preceded by an exhibition at Centre Space in Bristol in August.

Anna Jensen, who is graduating fro
Design for Fashion and Interiors, won the New Designers Harlequin Award
with her vibrantly coloured floral wallpaper and cushions, inspired by
Swedish prints and patterns.

Her prize is £1000 plus a six-week paid work placement with the Harlequin
wallpaper and fabric label.

Meanwhile another new graduate from the Bath Spa course in Textile
Design for Fashion and Interiors, Clara Kelly, has won an award from the
leading craft magazine Selvedge for her work creating figures out of textile
fabrics.

Anna Jensen
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Hat Trick for Biology Dissertations

Congratulations to Environmental Science graduate Jo-Anne Howell,
) ) whose research has been published in a prestigious online journal.
BioscienceHorizons Jo-An ne " s isfranphermdissertation work and entitled The distribution
Thie Balisral Uschergradisrie Besesh foars of phosphorus in sediment and water downstream from a sewage treatment
== works. It appears in the June issue of Bioscience Horizons, which
publishes the best of undergraduate research from the UK and Republic of
Ireland. Go to: www.biohorizons.oxfordjournals.org/content/3/2/113.full

Jo-Anne graduated from Bath Spa last year with a first-class degree in
Environmental Science, before studying for an MSc in Environmental Water
Management at Cranfield University.

While it is unusual for any undergraduate research to be published, this is
the third year in a row that disse
Environmental Science and Biology programmes has featured in
Bioscience Horizons.

Environmental Science Course Leade
tremendous achievement for Jo, which should greatly enhance her

prospects of pursuing a research career in aquatic ecosystems. lItis also a
great tribute to the quality of th

Carriebs Col IsteacforiLondon®detry Rritei

The first collection of poems by Bath Spa lecturer Dr Carrie Etter has been
shortlisted for the London Festival Fringe New Poetry Award 2010.

C a r r volarmiesThe Tethers, was published by Seren Books in June last
year and has been widely and positively reviewed.

I'n the Times Literary Suppl emdhet r
Tethers marks the arrival of an original talent and is surely one of the most
ambitious and accomplished first ¢

The Tethers Carrie, who has taught Creative Writing here since 2004, is a regular
reviewer of contemporary poetry for TLS and various periodicals.

Carrie Etter

She is currently at work on an essay on prose poetry and other hybrid
forms for The Oxford Handbook of British and Irish Contemporary Poetry,
due to be published by Oxford University Press in 2012.

The winner of the London Fringe award, for the best new poetry, will be
announced on 16 August.



http://www.biohorizons.oxfordjournals.org/content/3/2/113.full
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The Oldfield Park, Gr o wi ng T o ge hdichimgunder-asece m
student household gardens with neighbours wanting more space to grow
their own food, is ready to go ahead.

After initial market research four suitable gardens - three in Oldfield Park
and one in nearby Southdown - have been confirmed as available for the
scheme, and local residents are now being sought to set up allotments
there.

Any Bath Spa staff living in that area who are interested should contact
Anna Boneham on 01225 383198 or A.Boneham@bath.ac.uk

The project involves students from Bath Spa and the University of Bath,
both Students® Unions; the Student
with Bath and North East Somerset Council); and V, the national young
volunteers service.

Gardening equipment will be provided and a service level agreement
created stating rights and responsibilities of the student occupants and the
gardeners.

Lucy Puts Poets on Stage at Music Festival

Local poets had a chance to perform at the Keynsham Music Festival —
with the help of Bath Spa®"s Lucy E

Lucy, who teaches performance poetry at the University as well as being a
leading exponent herself, ran free workshops for the public in Keynsham.
Those who took part were then invited to present their poems on stage at
the Music Festival on Sunday 4 July.

Bath Spa student poet Jack
Dean on the festival stage Lucy has appeared at many literature festivals in the UK and worldwide and

has toured internationally for the British Council. Her poetry has also been
published in a variety of anthologies.

The poetry project in Keynsham was supported by RELAYS (Regional
Educational Legacy for Arts and Youth Sport), which seeks to engage
young people in the South West in sporting and cultural events in the run-
up to the London 2012 Games.

AridaTymk o, RELAYS Cul tural Coordinat
University to include a performance poetry specialism in its curriculum. We
want to encourage more people to enjoy it and the Keynsham Music

. . Festival was a great platform for local people and students to showcase
Festival poetry audience their talents.
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Steve Scores a Hit at Colston Hall

Steve Manley, who lectures in Film and Screen Studies at Bath Spa,
recently performed on stage at Bristol's Colston Hall. He played guitar at
the premiere of a new musical score which accompanied a rare screening
of Carl Theodor Dreyer!s classic 1928 film The Passion Of Joan Of Arc.

The film is regarded as a masterpiece of silent cinema that has influenced
generations of film makers. It chronicles Joan?s trial, imprisonment, torture
and execution, all told using Joans own words taken from trial transcripts
Joan of Arc performance at the | discovered in 1924.

Colston Hall

The new score has been composed by Adrian Utley, from the band
Portishead, and Will Gregory, of Goldfrapp, and features electric guitars,
members of the Monteverdi choir, brass, harp and Moog synthesizers,
conducted by BBC presenter Charles Hazlewood.

The performance was being repeated at the Latitude Arts Festival in Suffolk
on 18 July, with dates in London, New York and Toronto to follow.

Steve Manley (left) in rehearsal

Starters, Leavers and Name Changes

The following staff joined the University in June:

Emma Askew-Miller (School of Art & Design): L/SL in Pattern Cutting
Marlene Dick (Corsham Centre): Cleaner

Donna King (Domestic Services): Cleaner

Melanie Ward (Domestic Services): Cleaner

Barbara Wilk (Domestic Services): Cleaner

Sara Layen (School of Education): Senior Lecturer — Early Years

The following staff left the University:

Alan Buckingham (School of Science, Society and Management): Senior
Lecturer - Sociology

Peter Critchley (School of Art & Design): Technical Demonstrator
Rosemary Sansome (International Activities): Senior Lecturer, Erasmus
Co-ordinator

Carol Slade (Quality Management): Admin Assistant

Juliet Pearson (Job Shop Coordinator) is now Juliet Mather.




