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The MA Design programme has four routes: Brand

Development; Ceramics; Fashion and Textiles;

Investigating Fashion Design. The programme 

shares common principles in terms of its philosophy

and research, particularly with regard to research

methodologies, but acknowledges the diversity of

individual design disciplines that collectively

contribute so much to the cultural and economic 

life of 21st century society.

Ceramics aims to develop individual abilities within

the subject, whether through practice or historical or

theoretical study. Approaches range from sculpture

and installation through to studio ceramics and 

design for products.

The course is distinctive in offering you the

opportunity to specialise in ceramics as a medium

allied to a breadth of possibilities, and establishing

negotiated individual modes of practice.



Awards

- MA Design: Ceramics.

- Postgraduate Diploma (PG Dip)

Design: Ceramics.

- Postgraduate Certificate (PG

Cert) Design: Ceramics.

Course length

- MA full-time: three trimesters

(one calendar year).

- MA part-time: six trimesters

(two calendar years).

- PG Dip full-time: two trimesters

(one academic year).

- PG Dip part-time: four

trimesters.

- PG Cert full-time: one

trimester.

- PG Cert part-time: two

trimesters.

Course location

- Sion Hill and Corsham Court

campuses 

Key features

- a studio based course for those

who want to develop their

individual practice in ceramics,

supported by teaching in a wide

range of specialist areas.

- distance learning route

available.

Snapshot

Applications

Application forms are available

on the website and for any

admissions enquiries please

contact:

T: +44 (0)1225 875609

E: admissions@bathspa.ac.uk

Enquiries

For all enquiries about the

course, please contact:

Keith Harrison

T: +44 (0)1225 875673

E: k.harrison@bathspa.ac.uk



Course structure and content

The course is offered in both full

and part-time modes. It is

normally one year (3 trimesters)

in duration in full-time mode or

6 trimesters in part-time mode.

The first two trimesters

comprise taught sessions and

assessed projects, while the

Master’s Project in the final part

of the course is by negotiated

project only. Completion of the

first 2 modules on the course

lead to the award of the

Postgraduate Certificate, and

completion of the first 4 modules

leads to the award of the

Postgraduate Diploma.

Subsequent completion of the

MA double module leads to the

award of MA Design: Ceramics.

In the first trimester you will

undertake a module in research

methodologies in conjunction

with students from other design

disciplines. You will also be

establishing and initiating your

studio based creative practice

through individual and group

tutorials and critiques. This

teaching will cover issues of

technique together with

aesthetic and design ideas and

their interpretation and context

within contemporary practice.

This approach to studio work will

be further developed in the

second trimester, alongside an

individual analysis of the relevant

theoretical, cultural and social

context for your work. The four

modules taken in the first two

trimesters lead to the

postgraduate diploma (PGDip).

The final trimester, leading to

the MA, comprises an

individually negotiated and 

self-initiated body of work

The Course

building on the knowledge and

skills already acquired. You will

be supervised by tutorial through

to completion. The project will be

selected from options giving an

emphasis either to individual

expression or a more design-

based approach.

Distance learning route

Students may opt to take some

or all of the modules on this

course by distance learning.

Teaching and tutorial support

will be delivered via a

combination of computer-based

learning and campus visits, with

assessment matched to the

particular interests and needs of

individual students.

This route is open to all students

on the course. You may pursue

both practice based and/or

historical approaches to the

study of ceramics by this means.

The route will be of particular

interest to those geographically

distant from Bath, or who would

find attending campus regularly

difficult. The technology used is

simple and accessible. You will

need access to a computer

linked to the internet as

materials are delivered through

a standard web browser. We

welcome enquiries from anyone

interested in this option, and will

be delighted to answer any

questions you may have.

Teaching methods and
resources

Theoretical elements will be

delivered as a concurrent

contextualisation of your

practical work along with study

of the relevant research

methodologies. In this way 

your practical work is firmly

based in the theoretical and

critical awareness of its context

and potential market.

Specialist facilities include

computer studios with over 70

Macs, as well as flatbed and

transparency scanners. There is

a recently re-equipped digital

media studio. Ceramics students

have workspaces in well

equipped workshops, including

CAD facilities. There is an

excellent glaze laboratory and a

range of electric and gas-fired

kilns, including outdoor firing

facilities for salt and raku. There

is also a dedicated space and

kilns for large-scale work. All

students have access to

workshops in photography,

sound and video, etching and

litho, as well as the specialist

Art and Design library.



Research Methodologies

Part One introduces generic

research methodologies. Part two

considers visual research

methods appropriate to studio

practice with approaches to

recording and drawing plus initial

explorations into relevant

materials.

Initiating Creative Practice

A practice module, where

students produce work based

upon a programme negotiated

and agreed with staff, designed to

set an agenda and working plan.

Developing Creative Practice

A practice module, where

students make work based on

visual research on a programme

negotiated and agreed with staff

to develop studio work,

awareness and understanding of

relevant concepts.

Analysis of Contemporary
Context

A module where the practitioner

engages in a contextual

consideration of their work by

referring to cultural, critical,

theoretical and historical

perspectives employing advanced

research methods alongside

development of a proposed

programme for the final MA

module.

Advanced Studio Practice

You are expected to submit a

comprehensive body of creative

ceramic work which meets the

agreed objectives, accompanied

by documentation of visual and

other research. It should include

a written evaluation of the

‘journey’ and outcomes of your

project, and aspirations for future

developments.

Modules



Tutors Assessment
methods

Jane Gibson Mdes RCA (design

and ceramic production and

curating)

Keith Harrison MA RCA (time-

based installation)

Nick Lees MA Cardiff

(tableware, ceramic sculpture,

critical writing)

Jo Dahn MA PhD UWA (history

and theory)

Graham McLaren PhD RCA 

These staff will be supported by

an extensive team of part-time

staff, whose wide range of

expertise is available on a

regular basis. There are also 3-4

visiting artists each year.

Marion Brandis MA (public art,

commissioned projects)

Steve Brown MA (ceramic print)

Ian Byers BA (ceramic

sculpture)

Helen Harris BA (photography)

Simon Hulbert MA (gallerist,

potter)

Penny Grist BA (printmaking)

Aimee Lax MA (ceramics)

Malcolm Ross-White (drawing)

Zeita Scott MA (tableware,

studio ceramics)

Sasha Wardell MA (tableware

and giftware)

Professor Takeshi Yasuda
(tableware, studio ceramics)

Employability
Typical career destinations

include exhibiting, ceramic

design and museum work, arts

administration, public art and

research.

The four taught modules in

trimesters one and two are

assessed through studio

exhibition of work with a

supporting statement, or the

presentation of a document,

accompanied in both cases by

evidence of appropriate

research. The final module for

the MA is assessed through

exhibition or exposition,

according to the nature of the

work, of all work for the module

or a record of it, addressing the

issues agreed in the initial

proposal. There are no written

examinations.

Entry
requirements
Admission is normally based on

a good undergraduate degree in

ceramics or equivalent

experience. Successful

applicants will have a BA (Hons)

degree in Ceramics or equivalent

experience. This could include a

first degree in other disciplines

together with subsequent studio

practice. The key is the potential

of the candidate, in the view of

the interview panel, to

successfully complete the

programme.

Fees

The following fees are

provisional for 2011/12 and may

be subject to change. Fees are

revised each year and the latest

fee information can be found at

www.bathspa.ac.uk/services/

finance/students/

UK/EU students

£4,410 for the full-time MA or

£735 per module plus £1,470 

for the dissertation.

Overseas students

£9,690 for the full-time MA.

Channel Island and Isle of
Man students

As UK/EU students plus a 

one-off registration fee of £625

paid at the start of the course.

Studio fees are also payable, 

and for Design: Ceramics these

are £200.

Fees are paid in total at the

beginning of each academic

year, or in instalments by

standing order throughout the

duration of the course. Please

note that students contract to

pay the fees for their full course

when they register, and fees are

not normally refundable.

Students failing to complete

their course must continue to

honour any instalment plan,

even in the event of a

subsequent withdrawal.



Notes
We advise you to obtain a copy of

our postgraduate prospectus for

full details of Bath Spa University

and its programmes of study.

The contents of this leaflet are

correct at the time of going to

press. We will try to publicise 

any changes to it.

Please check the continued

availability of the course and its

modules before you apply by

telephoning Student Services

on +44 (0)1225 875875.

The operation of each course or

module depends upon recruiting

viable numbers. We may not be

able to provide  a course or

module if insufficient numbers

enrol. Our offer to you and your

acceptance of a place here will be

subject to this express condition.

Bath Spa University, 

Newton St Loe, Bath, 

BA2 9BN, UK

T +44(0)1225 875875  

F +44(0)1225 875444

enquiries@ bathspa.ac.uk

www.bathspa.ac.uk

Q. How many days a week will I

have to attend University?

A. Minimum attendance of one

taught day a week is essential for

all students, full or part-time.

Full time students should expect

additional teaching or course

events on a second day each

week in Semesters 1 and 2.

Q. Do I get my own workspace?

A. All full time students are given

a work space. Part time students

may not be given a permanent

workspace, but will have access

to workspace on the days that

they attend. All students have

access to Ceramic Department

workshops and facilities, and to

School facilities including the

Library.

Q. Do I have to buy my own

materials?

A. A small studio fee is charged

which then allows use of a wide

range of ceramic materials

stocked by the Department.

Q. Do you accept mature

students?

A. We welcome students of all

ages and diverse backgrounds.

Frequently asked
questions
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