My Experience studying at Bath Spa University

By Mohammad Rokiba
Before I started studying at Bath Spa Newton Park, I had taken a full-time English course at Bath Spa, Sion Hill. I strongly recommend any International student who wants to do an (undergraduate) course in England to improve their English at this place before the course starts. There is also an IELTS preparation course for those who want to improve their IELTS scores. Once I started my master course I also registered for a free part-time English course provided by Bath Spa University in order to improve my speaking, academic writing and seminar skills.


I am taking a master course in Education Studies under the Professional Master Programme (PMP). The course is open to any graduate from various subjects. I graduated from the Faculty of Arts (Humanity), University of Indonesia, and was a teacher at ILP; while one of my classmates has a degree in architecture and a qualified teacher. The course has really opened up more opportunities for me in the future, especially in educational research.  From Ms. Vicky Gallop, who is also a lecturer at Bath University, I have learned how to conduct a qualitative social research under Research and the Professional module.  Her lecture covers individual student presentations, group discussions, posting assignments, interview practice, and article analysis. The assignment for this module is to criticize a published article. From Ms. Christine Eden (Education, Politics and Society module), I have learned many things involving the British government policies in formal education or the reasons why many schools are more competitive within the current free market orientation. In this module, every student must contribute with individual summary on specific article.  From Prof. David Coulby (International Education and Globalization), I have learned from the readings and the discussions: the latest internationalization of higher educations (universities); the knowledge economy; globalization in education, culture and politics; international comparative studies; and so on. He has written many published academic books within the scopes of national and international. The assignment for this module is a comparative study of any countries in relation to International education and globalization. From Dr. Steve Coombs (Professional Research Seminars), I have learned the latest development of researches and pilot projects. The seminars incline to improve our information, technology and communication (ICT) knowledge in conducting our research. 

For our research (assignments and the final dissertation), we have been given password to log in to Athens and Minerva so that we can access the latest on-line journals. Individual study is a must if you want to succeed on your post graduate studies. However, all of the lecturers are very helpful and you can regularly get feedback for your assignment progress. The programme leader, Dr. Howard Gibson, is always happy to assist the students face-to-face or via e-mails to discuss both academic and personal problems.  I am looking forward to attending his lecture in Language and Ideology in Education this coming semester. 
The Bath Spa Newton Park library is very representative. It has quite a complete range of references (including internal on-line journals), especially in education, literature, music and arts. It opens from morning until 10 pm. The staffs are very helpful, and you can even loan books from other universities. Once you become a student here, you are entitled to use the computers (including the Apple Mac ones) and the internet connection in the library. It is divided into separate sections where you can either study quietly, in group, or to chat and have a break

I would also like to say that Bath Spa itself is a convenient place for students. You can even study at the big student union building. All of the buildings are the combination of classic and modern architectures, and the surrounding is green and beautiful. You can see a small river, castles, big trees, sheep or even bulls here. If you want to have a longer break, browse around Bath city, in which you can find a shopping centre, a leisure centre, cinemas, cafés, restaurants, museums etc. Bath is known as a city of students and international tourists.  It is one of the most beautiful cities in the United Kingdom. It has a similar classical beauty of Edinburg, but in a smaller different scale. 


At Bath Spa University, you can gain both a recognized qualification and the knowledge on how to conduct a research within a globalized university environment. If you are planning to write your research dissertation in English, especially within the educational perspective, or if you are planning to have bilingual modules in your universities, then master course in education studies at Bath Spa University is the right choice for you. 

