TUESDAY NIGHT’S SPEECH

Mr. Mayor, ladies and gentlemen, good evening.  
My name is Ngozi Razak-Soyebi and I am an international student on the MA in Creative Writing course.   I became aware of this course through a writing competition organized for Nigerian writers by Bath Spa University in conjunction with Bridgeway Overseas Admission Centre.  I emerged as winner of this competition with a part scholarship to study at Bath Spa University.  However, I didn’t get here until five weeks into my course because I was initially denied a student visa.  Thanks to all the wonderful people at Bath Spa University who offered me their support, I am finally here in this beautiful city of Bath and enjoying every minute.
The first thing that struck me was the buildings.  I’ve never before now seen a city this beautiful and so thoughtfully planned.  I expected to see very few blacks and was delighted to find that Bath is a truly multi-cultural society.

It’s been hectic trying to catch up on my course work and settling in, but everybody has been so nice and wonderful, it has made the transition a lot easier.  The biggest challenge for me so far has been the weather.  In Nigeria, the weather is nice and warm all year round and the cold has been the hardest thing for me to deal with.  I’ve been told it could get worse in February, and I am not looking forward to it at all.  Still, Bath is such a beautiful city, and I am truly happy for the opportunity given me to study here.

Thank you.

