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Authored by: Dr Steven J Coombs
	Name
	
	Date
	


Provisional Title of Study/Research/Project

	


Please use key words such as ‘Evaluation’, ‘Development’, ‘Design’, ‘Review’ etc. along with main topic description ’ 

Abstract/Executive Summary/Overview

	


Please write a short summary (50 – 150 words) of your study citing key findings and discoveries. 

Introduction

(a) Context and situated learning
	


Please write about your own position/role/interest and how this relates/connects to this particular study/project/assignment. 

(b) Framing of study/project/assignment

	


Please identify the main social/practical/work-based/academic ‘frame’ that this work is being set within. 

(c) Scope of study/project – boundary conditions and limits

	


Please identify the limits/scope of this particular study/project/assignment. 

(d) Key assumptions underlying this study/project/assignment
	


Please identify the key ontological/epistemological/scientific/cultural/moral and political  assumptions that underpin this particular study/project/assignment. 

Literary Review of Sources
(a) Research paradigms & methodologies

	


Please identify the particular research paradigms that relate/connect to this particular study/project/assignment. 

(b) Field/subject topic/theme

	


Please identify the main subject theoretical framework that relates/connects to this particular study/project/assignment. 

(c) Sources – balance between recent journals, books and more dated seminal texts
	


Please identify the key/seminal texts and other sources that relate/connect to this particular study/project/assignment. 

(d) Main arguments – use literature scaffolds etc, to help identify these

	


Please identify the main ‘arguments’ from sources that relate/connect to this particular study/project/assignment. 

(e) Main Research Question(s)

	


Please identify the main research question and sub-questions that relate/connect to this particular study/project/assignment. 

(f) Synthesis of key focus questions, arguments and linked sources
Use the Spidergram scaffold to initially identify key focus questions of study

Refer to this tool and complete the following table:
	Key focus question
	Related source/reference/quote
	Abstract of argument

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Key Methods – for research-related studies
Research Projects and related studies

	


Please identify the key steps/strategies as research methods that relate/connect to this particular study/project/assignment. 

Research Validity & Triangulation

	


Please identify the research design rationale that validates the data collection methods and analysis that relate/connect to this particular study/project/assignment. How are the data sources/methods triangulated for analysis of findings?  

Research Findings

	


Please identify the key findings and emergent themes from this research study and how they will be disseminated, e.g. via an information table. 

Conclusions
Eliciting key discoveries and recommendations for future research/practice/study

	


Please identify the key findings/discoveries as conclusions, discussing implications for the field/subject/practice and giving recommendations toward future practice/research. 

Linking conclusions back to sources, paradigms and critical theorists

	


Please summarise how the main conclusions link back to main sources that support the findings and recommendations. 

References & Appendices – please include these sections and cross-reference using the Harvard convention or any other required by your organisation.

Notes: 
1. Appendices are not part of any word count but need to be cross-referenced. You might like to use this template as an appendix section as evidence of your original thinking and authorship – but please use the reference given below
2. Use of sub-headings helps you to plan, organise and structure your work.
This Critical Thinking Scaffold was conceived and authored by: Dr Steven J Coombs
If this scaffold has been used to support and design your academic work then you should use the following academic reference to acknowledge this systems thinking approach towards writing:

1. Coombs, S. (2005).  elearning scaffolds for creativity. Paper presented at the eLearning annual conference at Plymouth University, UK, 26 Nov, 2005.
Paper located at: http://www.leeds.ac.uk/educol/documents/150551.htm
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