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Guidance for interviewees

1. Consider your motive(s) for doing a PhD and think forward about the actual task of doing an extended piece of work of this type should you be offered a place

You will most likely be asked why you have applied to do a PhD. There is no ‘correct’ answer, but you should carefully consider, and be prepared to discuss, your individual motives as to why a supervised research project leading to PhD is right for you. A PhD normally takes at least 3 years (full-time) and up to 6 years (part-time). For many students it is also involves a substantial financial and personal commitment. ‘Doing a PhD’ is as much about process (learning to be an effective scholar) as it is about a product (the thesis).

2. Honestly appraise your areas of academic strength and weakness:

At this level of study, it is particularly important that you are able to critically reflect upon your own skills, both academic and technical. For some PhD students, this level of ‘honesty’ about their own performance can be crucial in ensuring that appropriate supervision and/or advice can be given in a timely manner (see below). You should be prepared to both sell relative strengths and admit relative weaknesses at interview. 

3. Consider whether you should bring evidence of previous work to the interview:

You will be notified in advance of the interview if you are required to bring samples of work to the interview. Even if you have not specifically been asked to bring material it might be useful for you to take some selected, relevant materials if you feel it might be helpful. Examples might include an MA or undergraduate dissertation, a portfolio of creative works (if applying for a creative PhD), or research materials connected to the proposed project that you have already collated. Obviously, you should be prepared to talk about these materials.

4. Consider how the department and/or School to which you have applied can provide you with the expertise you need. Are you and they well-matched?

Check that the school/department is appropriate for you. Think about what you can ask about available resources, postgraduate, or other ‘events’ suitable for research students. If you are new to the institution, ask (preferably before you arrive for interview) if you can have a tour either before or after interview. In short, take the opportunity to find out as much as you can too. Think of ways to make your interview a dialogue (preferable for everyone involved) rather than merely a ‘(them) question-and-(you) answer’ session.

5. As far as you can, consider your needs above and beyond actual supervision

As mentioned in 2 (above), doing a PhD involves critical analysis of one’s own performance and recognition of how one might become a more effective learner. Support is available through Graduate School or academic school workshops. Peer support (from other PhD students) can also be important. Studies show that PhD students who engage with their institution and their peers are far more likely to complete their PhD. Consider how this fits with your current notion of ‘doing a PhD’

6. Make sure you understand the 60-credit requirement for PhD study at Bath Spa.

Should you be offered and accept a place, some of your PhD study will be credit rated. Make sure that you understand this (see details at http://www.bathspa.ac.uk/schools/graduate-school/application-and-admission/admission-and-application-default.asp).
