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Notes for applicants – the 60-credit requirement at MPhil/PhD level

Applicants should note that it is a University requirement that MPhil/PhD students undertake a minimum of 60 credits of assessed modules/units as part of their research studies. At least 20 of these credits should relate to research methodology, and at least 40 credits should be at or above level M (Masters).

This requirement is to help equip you with the necessary skills to undertake MPhil/PhD studies. Very few students have all the necessary academic skills at the beginning of their research degree studies, and if you are accepted for enrolment your supervisor(s) will assess your individual needs with respect to the proposed research project. They will then, with you, draw up a plan of study designed to best equip you for your studies. Part of this planning will involve recommendations for achieving the minimum 60-credit requirement.

Where formal course are recommended, they may be part of an existing Masters programme, or independent-study type modules/units. Where these form part of your study you must pass these elements as part of your MPhil/PhD. 

Accreditation for Prior Learning/Experience

You may have an existing Masters degree that contained formal research methodology training. It should be noted that this does not automatically exempt you from the 60-credit requirement. However, if it contained training/content appropriate for the purposes of your intended research degree studies, you may ask that this be taken into account. If this is the case, you should discuss this with your Director of Studies/supervisor(s) following enrolment and present evidence of this past learning to them. If accepted, this may then be used partially/fully toward the 60-credit requirement. You should note, however, that your supervisors might still recommend that it is in your interests to undertake further accredited courses as part of your research degree. 

Similarly, you may have extensive work-based/other experience that you wish to be considered when discussing the 60-credit requirement with your Director of Studies/supervisor(s) following enrolment. Again, you should prepare evidence of this experience for discussion.

If you have any further queries regarding the minimum 60-credit requirement, please contact The Graduate School (graduate-school@bathspa.ac.uk, 01225 875510).

