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APPLICATION FOR ADMISSION TO THE 
LOW RESIDENCY, FULL TIME,
PHD IN CREATIVE WRITING PROGRAMME 

FOR INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS
Please note that all applicants must complete this application. Please pay careful attention to the instructions throughout. 
Please note that only students who are classified as International are eligible for this programme; and that this programme is only available as a Full Time route.

The deadline for receipt of all application materials, including references, is April 30th, 2012: applications and supporting materials will not be accepted after this deadline; incomplete applications will not be considered.
Interviews of shortlisted applicants will take place in mid to late June, or at the AWP conference in Chicago on March 2nd (please see below). Final decisions will not be released until 2nd July, after all shortlisted applicants have been interviewed.
Successful applicants who accept their places do so on the understanding that they are required to submit their PhD within a maximum of 3 years or minimum of 2 years of registration. In addition, the progamme will require satisfactory compliance with all deadlines, and work that is deemed satisfactory by the supervisory team at each tutorial/submission point; in the case of work being deemed unsatisfactory, the student will have one chance to resubmit it at the next tutorial point; if the work still is not deemed satisfactory, the student will be asked to withdraw. The applicant’s signature on this application indicates their acceptance of these rules. 

Each academic year, there will be six tutorials, each based around the submission of a piece of work or materials required for progression; one of these tutorials will take place during the residency period, which will take place at the University. The residency period will be announced each October; the dates will vary each year, and be determined by the needs of the programme and its progression points. We will announce the staffing, and full details of the programme, once we have evaluated the range of interests of the successful applicants.
The successful applicants must begin their studies on 1 October 2012; no exceptions can be made.
	Surname








	First name(s)

	Date of Birth

	Nationality

	Home Address



	Telephone No






Fax No

	E-Mail Address

	Source of information about research at Bath Spa University:


	
Early Applicant Interviews at Chicago AWP Conference, Friday, 2nd March, 2012

If you are shortlisted, and wish to be considered for interview at the AWP conference in Chicago, on Friday, 2nd March, between 1:30 and 5:30 p.m., please tick this box.  
Please note that only shortlisted applications (including all materials and references) received early in the application cycle will be eligible for interviews in Chicago.



	Title of Proposed Research
    Creative:
    Critical: 

	
Have you discussed the proposal with a member/s of the School? 
Yes                    No

	If Yes, with whom?

	What is the proposed source of funding?   Self _______           Other ________   

If Other, please give details ________________________________________________________________________________



	For further information about the admission process please refer to the current

BSU Research Degree Handbook (http://www.bathspa.ac.uk/schools/graduate-school/application-and-admission/default.asp)


Summary of academic and professional qualifications:

Subject/Title


University/College


Result

Date

Were these qualifications issued in the surname recorded above?   
Yes __________        No ____________

If no, please provide the surname that the qualification[s] were issued in, 

and supplementary proof of your change of name  _____________________________________________
 Please include copies of your degree certificateS

Employment Experience

Employer


Position Held





From

To
Research Experience

Do you have any experience in the proposed area of research or in research methodologies?  If so, please outline, paying particular attention to what has equipped you to undertake the contextualizing research element of the PhD in Creative Writing:

Please provide details of any publications and/or publishing contracts, giving the full name of the publisher.

Please also provide details of any agent representation, providing the full name of the agent and agency.

Please comment on your career aspirations.
Research Proposal: Please outline the research you propose to undertake, specifying the aim, scope and approach. Please comment on the creative manuscript, the supporting research, and the relationship between the two. For this section, you may attach a separate account of your proposal, of 2-4 double spaced pages, indicating below that you have done so.
Please indicate the kinds of training (e.g., conferences, archive visits, field research) that you feel will be necessary for you to complete your creative manuscript and contextualizing research, successfully.
Academic References: Notes for Applicants on Choosing Your Referees
First Referee:
All applicants will need to choose a First Referee who taught them during their MA or MFA in Creative Writing or equivalent programme. When asking your First Referee of their willingness to supply this reference, please indicate that they will need to supply the following information:
    Total number of students in applicant’s MA/MFA cohort ________

    Applicant’s ranking in MA/MFA cohort _______

    Applicant’s overall average at end of MA/MFA degree ​​​________
    Highest overall average achieved in the applicant’s MA/MFA cohort, whether by the applicant or another student _______
In the circumstances that you are unable to provide a First Referee who can supply this information (e.g., you did not complete an MA or MFA, or your MA or MFA degree was taken too long ago for the information still to be obtainable) please provide a brief explanation with your application materials, via a cover letter. You will still need to provide a First Referee who can comment upon your academic and creative abilities, and complete the Summary Verdict; and a Second Referee.
Second Referee: 
In addition, all applicants will need to choose a Second Referee.
Summary Verdict from both First and Second Referees
Both the First Referee and Second Referee will need to provide a Summary Verdict of the applicant, rating him or her by choosing one of the following descriptors:
   Exceptional: Showing Outstanding Originality and Achievement, Top 2%
   Excellent: Showing a High Degree of Originality and Achievement, Top 5% 
   Very Good: Showing High Potential, Top 10% 

   Above Average: Showing Potential, Top 20% 
   Average: Some Potential, Top 50% 

Submission of References by Referees
After filling in the sections below with your Referees’ details, please pass on the appropriate Referee Forms below, asking that your Referees send the Forms directly to:

    The Graduate School Administrator 

    Bath Spa University
    Corsham Court, Corsham
    Wiltshire, SN13 0BZ, England
    Alternatively, References can be emailed directly to:  graduate-school@bathspa.ac.uk
Deadline for Receipt of References
    Please bear in mind that the deadline for receipt of References, as well as all other application materials, is April 30th 2012.

Applicant’s Responsibility for Passing Report Forms to Referees
Please provide your Referees with the appropriate forms, which you will find below. 

     First Referees will need to be given the First Referee’s Report on page 8.
     Second Referees will need to be given the Second Referee’s Report on page 9.
Please note that the two Report forms differ.
Referee Details

Please supply the names, addresses and e-mails of a First Referee and Second Referee prepared to comment on your academic ability and suitability for advanced postgraduate work, bearing in mind the above points and your Referees' ability to supply the information described.
First Referee
	Name (block capitals)
	

	Contact telephone number including international dialling code
	

	Contact e-mail address
	

	Institution/Organisation
	

	Position
	

	Contact Address
	


Second Referee
	Name (block capitals)
	

	Contact telephone number
including international dialling code
	

	Contact e-mail address
	

	Institution/Organisation
	

	Position
	

	Contact Address
	


First Referee’s Report


First Referee’s Name: ______________________________________________

Applicant Name: __________________________________________________

Referee’s Relationship to Applicant: ______________________________________________________________________
Please give a realistic assessment of the quality of the applicant’s academic work and performance to date, providing evidence to support your comments.  Please be as specific as possible.  Please give your assessment of the applicant’s preparedness to undertake the proposed research project and the likelihood of the applicant completing his/her doctoral studies successfully and on time. Please supply the information on the applicant’s MA/MFA Performance, and complete the Summary Verdict.

MA/MFA Performance
Please supply the following information:
Total number of students in applicant’s MA/MFA cohort ________
Applicant’s ranking in MA/MFA cohort __________
Applicant’s overall average at end of MA/MFA degree _________
Highest overall average achieved in the applicant’s MA/MFA cohort, whether by the applicant or another student ________
Summary Verdict

Please tick the descriptor below which characterises your assessment of the Applicant:
    Exceptional: Showing Outstanding Originality and Achievement (Top 2%) ________________________________________
    Excellent: Showing a High Degree of Originality and Achievement (Top 5%) ______________________________________
    Very Good: Showing High Potential (Top 10%) ________________________________________
    Above Average: Showing Potential (Top 20%) _______________________________________
    Average: Some Potential (Top 50%) ________________________________________
Please send your completed reference directly to:

    The Graduate School Administrator

    Bath Spa University, Corsham Court
    Corsham, Wiltshire, SN13 0BZ
Alternatively, you may email your reference directly to: graduate-school@bathspa.ac.uk
Please note that the deadline for receipt of references is April 30th, 2012; references will not be accepted after this date, and incomplete applications will be disqualified.

Second Referee’s Report
Second Referee’s Name: ______________________________________________

Applicant Name: __________________________________________________

Referee’s Relationship to Applicant: ______________________________________________________________________
Please give a realistic assessment of the quality of the applicant’s academic work and performance to date, providing evidence to support your comments.  Please be as specific as possible.  Please give your assessment of the applicant’s preparedness to undertake the proposed research project and the likelihood of the applicant completing his/her doctoral studies successfully and on time. Please complete the Summary Verdict below.
Summary Verdict

Please tick the descriptor below which characterizes your assessment of the Applicant:

    Exceptional: Showing Outstanding Originality and Achievement (Top 2%) ________________________________________
    Excellent: Showing a High Degree of Originality and Achievement (Top 5%) ______________________________________
    Very Good: Showing High Potential (Top 10%) ________________________________________
    Above Average: Showing Potential (Top 20%) _______________________________________
    Average: Some Potential (Top 50%) ________________________________________
Please send your completed reference directly to:

    The Graduate School Administrator

    Bath Spa University, Corsham Court
    Corsham, Wiltshire, SN13 0BZ

Alternatively, you may email your reference directly to: graduate-school@bathspa.ac.uk
Please note that the deadline for receipt of references is April 30th, 2012; references will not be accepted after this date, and incomplete applications will be disqualified.

It is a requirement of the admissions process that you include the following with the form.


1. A sample of your creative writing, of no more than 3,000 words.

2. Copies of your degree certificates. 

3. If English is not your first language, please include evidence of your linguistic ability.  A minimum score of 6.5 on an IELTS test (or equivalent) is a requirement.   

4. A photograph.   

5. Proof of your change of name, if your degree certificates were issued in a different name.

Successful applicants who choose to accept their place on the programme do so on the understanding that they are required to submit their PhD within a maximum of 3 years or minimum of 2 years of registration. In addition, the progamme will require satisfactory compliance with all deadlines, and work that is deemed satisfactory by the supervisory team at each tutorial/submission point; in the case of work being deemed unsatisfactory, the student will have one chance to resubmit it at the next tutorial point; if the work still is not deemed satisfactory, the student will be asked to withdraw. The applicant’s signature confirms their agreement with this, the accuracy of all information in the application, and authenticity of all supporting materials.
SIGNATURE:

DATE:

Please return to: 
The Graduate School Administrator, Bath Spa University,

Corsham Court, Corsham, Wiltshire, SN13 0BZ
graduate-school@bathspa.ac.uk
Electronic copies of the application and all supporting documents and materials will be accepted in the first instance, to make it easier for applicants to meet the deadline. However, we will then also require an original printed copy of all materials with signature and date; the hard copy must be postmarked no later than the deadline, though it can arrive after it as long as all electronic documents are received by April 30th. 
 If you are submitting your application in hard copy only, 
this must be received by the April 30th deadline.
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