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BA CREATIVE ARTS

As Course Director for Creative Arts I am pleased to welcome you to the University and to the degree programme.

As Creative Arts students you will be studying on a joint programme that allows you to explore your chosen arts subjects, both individually, and in relation to each other. You will be working with students in other arts disciplines as part of a thriving arts community. We hope that you will find your studies here a stimulating and worthwhile experience, and that you can use the opportunities we provide to develop as writers, filmmakers, composers, choreographers, dramatists, or visual artists in painting, sculpture, textiles, photography, ceramics or design.

All students on the Creative Arts award are registered for two subjects. Four of these – Creative Writing, Dance, Drama, and Music - are located at the Newton Park site; Art, Ceramics, Textile Design Studies, and Visual Design are taught at Sion Hill or Dartmouth Avenue. If you are living on one site and have timetabled events at the other, we will provide, or pay for, transportation. You will be issued with course documents for each subject by the teaching team in that area, either at subject talks during Induction Week or in the following week when the teaching timetable begins. 

You will need to choose your modules in the first two days of Induction Week. The BA Creative Arts Programme Handbook will explain in detail what modules are available and how to make your choices but, to summarise, you must take the core module in each of your registered Subjects in Year 1, plus two more 20-credit modules. Some students choose these optional modules from within their main subjects. Others take them in a third subject, which offers a degree of flexibility - quite a few students choose to change their registration at the end of Year 1 so that they may continue studying a subject first experienced through electives.

Finally, the Creative Arts degree is part of the modular scheme. This means that it adheres to the degree regulations for the modular scheme and that the timetabling of subjects is organised as part of the University’s overall timetable scheme.

We hope that the experience of Induction Week will familiarise you with your chosen subjects and make you feel confident, stimulated and enthusiastic at the prospect of your studies here. We look forward to seeing you develop as creative artists over the next three years.
Nick Atkinson

Nick Atkinson

Course Director: BA Creative Arts
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Welcome to Bath Spa University and to the School of Music and Performing Arts. 

This booklet should tell you everything you need to know about ‘How to Get Started’. It tells you about the ‘practicalities’ and provides a schedule of key meetings and introductory sessions.

By the end of the week, we hope that not only will you have completed all the formalities of induction but that you’ll have begun to feel a part of the creative community that is the School of Music and Performing Arts.

The School’s aim, essentially, is to provide high quality, practice-based programmes in Music, Dance, Drama and Performing Arts for as wide a range of talented students as possible. 

The School currently has over 850 full-time students, over 30 academic staff, more than 80 visiting staff in specialist fields, plus technical and administrative teams. At the heart of our facilities is the Michael Tippett Centre concert hall, the University Theatre, our city centre venue Burdall’s Yard and the stately home of Corsham Court. We also have a large, sprung dance studio, a semi-sprung gallery studio, several performance studios, digital recording studios, multimedia labs, practice rooms and band rooms, plus other specialist teaching and rehearsal spaces. 

Performance is at the heart of what we do and our calendar is a busy one. Bath Spa Live runs a high-profile performance series with countless opportunities both to perform and to see internationally renowned musicians, theatre and dance companies. See www.BathSpaLive.com for more details.

We consider ourselves – staff and students – as a vibrant community of artists making work, inventing new forms, reaching new audiences, discovering new insights and making new connections. I look forward to meeting you this week.
Joe Bennett

Joe Bennett
Head of School of Music & Performing Arts
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On becoming curious

‘Learn from yesterday, live for today. Hope for tomorrow. 
The important thing is not to stop questioning.’
Albert Einstein
In a spirit of questioning, one can unearth new ‘truths’ and new understandings. It is the core of learning. Our aim is to produce curious graduates – not just people that will go out and question things, but also people with a system of inquiry and an ability to make sense of what they see around them. Curiosity is a fantastic trait – it implies a desire and a passion for seeking things out. The opposite of curiosity is indifference and the further we can move away from that the better.

The School of Art & Design has a strong tradition of creative practice, but this can sometimes be a double-edged sword. On the one hand it is inspiring to tread in the footsteps of those that have achieved fame and greatness, but on the other hand it can embed you into a convention, into a form of groupthink that can stifle new thoughts. Rethinking the conventions of art and design practice is for us an optimistic and essential aim. We provide not only excellent facilities and tools for practice but we also aim to provide better interactions for the exchange of ideas and ways of working. 
Our programmes of study include interactions with the real world to ensure a relevance to society. With challenges including employability, scarcity of resources, globalisation and environmental issues, we also have a social and ethical agenda to encourage debate and dialogue – just because you can do something, does not mean that you should. If we are to rethink the present, then we need to constantly re-evaluate the tensions between the old and the new, between what we know and what we imagine. The School and staff are both geared to drive this challenge and to provide a platform where students can think and do; where they can give form to their ideas and develop their futures.

Pradeep Sharma

Pradeep Sharma

Head of School of Art & Design
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CREATIVE ARTS STUDENTS
As Creative Arts students you may be taking subjects across more than one School. You have all been based either in the School of Music and Performing Arts (MPA) or in the School of Art and Design (A&D). However, for the purposes of Induction for the next few days you are working through MPA.

During Induction Week you will be welcomed to the university and introduced to important aspects of your life at Bath Spa. During this week you will need to:

· Meet your Personal Tutor

· Find out about your two main subjects (presentations on Monday afternoon and Tuesday morning)

· Choose your modules in these subjects so we can organise your timetable

· Choose elective modules in a third subject if you wish: you can find out more by visiting the subject stalls in the Student Union Marquee between 10.00am and 1.00pm on Tuesday 28th. Some subjects are also offering 30-minute introductory talks on Tuesday afternoon (see page 11)
There will be an introduction to the BA (Hons) Creative Arts programme, plus guidance for students combining different subjects at 1.00pm on Monday 27th in the auditorium of the Michael Tippett Centre (MT.G01). Students taking more than one subject must attend this talk, which aims to ensure that you know what to do over the next few days, and can make informed module choices.
TEACHING STAFF

The following tutors are responsible (as Subject Leaders, Co-ordinators, or Heads of Department) for various aspects of your course, depending on your choice of subjects. They are listed with their site (Sion Hill: SH, Newton Park: NP & Dartmouth Avenue: DA), room number and extension. Please don’t hesitate to contact the person you think might help with a problem.

Course Director
Nick Atkinson

NP: Michael Tippett Centre

BA Creative Arts


MT.G04; 01225 875408

Art
Martin Thomas

DA: BG.11; 01225 875622

Ceramics
Nick Lees

SH: MB.L26; 01225 875673

Creative Writing
Steve May

NP: Newton NE.G07; 01225 875687

Dance
Chris Lewis-Smith

NP: Ashton AN.G07; 01225 876121

Drama Studies
Ian McNish

NP: Ashton AN.G05; 01225 876332

Music
Charles Wiffen

NP: Michael Tippett Centre MT.G05; 




01225 875761

Textile Design Studies
Sue Bradley

SH: MB.U09b; 01225 876207

Visual Design
         Anthony Head

SH: 1.01a; 01225 876182
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HELP!
Any member of staff will be happy to help with any queries you might have. Throughout the week, however, Departmental Administrators in the Michael Tippett Centre office (Department of Music - Jan Hasteley, room MT.G14) and University Theatre (Department of Performing Arts – Mike Ahern, room UT.G05) will always be available to help answer your questions or guide you to the right place and/or person! 

IT INDUCTION
Whatever your subject, good IT skills will be vital to your personal and academic development at Bath Spa. The three sets of IT Induction sessions have been arranged via Tutor Groups so you will need to ensure you know who your Personal Tutor is before checking when you need to attend. If you have not been given the name of your Personal Tutor as part of your Induction email from Registry, there are Personal Tutor Lists in both the Michael Tippett Centre Gallery (MT.G30) and the University Theatre Foyer (UT.G07). 

Your IT induction will get you up and running very quickly and cover the following topics:
· Logging onto the system

· Email accounts

· Using BSU’s virtual learning environment Minerva 

· Printing
· Registration to online equipment loan system
NB: Additional subject-specific aspects of IT will be covered in the following week.
MODULE CHOICES

You can find out more about modules you are thinking of choosing by visiting the subject stalls in the Student Union Marquee between 10.00am and 1.00pm on Tuesday 28th September. Some subjects are also offering 30-minute introductory talks for students thinking of taking a third subject in Year 1 (see page 11).
WHICH SUBJECT PRESENTATIONS SHOULD YOU ATTEND?

Students taking Sion Hill subjects only (Art, Ceramics, Textile Design Studies or Visual Design): please attend the session on Monday at 3pm in AN.G15. You are free on Tuesday morning.

Students taking Newton Park subjects only (Creative Writing, Dance, Drama, Music): you may attend presentations for these subjects on Monday afternoon or Tuesday morning as you wish.

Students combining Sion Hill and Newton Park subjects: please attend the session on Monday at 3pm in AN.G15 and a presentation on your Newton Park subject (Creative Writing, Dance, Drama, or Music) on Tuesday morning.
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INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS
If you are an international student then you will need to attend the International Student welcome with Nick Atkinson on Tuesday 28th September at 4pm in Ashton Building in room AN.G15. Here at Bath Spa University we provide a supported undergraduate programme for all 1st year International students and this session will be a chance to make contact and discuss your needs.
***
Induction Programme

 Monday 27th September
	Schedule for all Creative Arts & Combined Award Students 

	What
	Students
	Staff
	How long
	Where
	When

	Welcome and introduction


	Creative Arts & Combined Award students
	Head of School Joe Bennett & Vice-Chancellor Professor Frank Morgan
	20 minutes
	University Theatre (UT.G01)
	9.30am

	Brief Introduction to Creative Arts & Combined Subjects


	Creative Arts & Combined Award students
	Course Director Nick Atkinson 
	10 minutes
	University Theatre (UT.G01)
	9.50am

	Brief Introduction to the Students’ Union & Student Union Representative System


	Creative Arts & Combined Award students
	SU Representative


	10 minutes
	University Theatre (UT.G01)
	10.00am

	Introduction to Bath Spa Live
	Creative Arts & Combined Award students 

	Bath Spa Live team
	10 minutes
	University Theatre (UT.G01)
	10.10am

	Introduction to the Personal Tutor system
	Creative Arts & Combined Award students 

	Course Director Nick Atkinson 
	10 minutes
	University Theatre (UT.G01)
	10.20am

	Summation
	Creative Arts & Combined Award students 

	Course Director Nick Atkinson
	10 minutes
	University Theatre (UT.G01)
	10.30am
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Monday 27th September continued
	Personal Tutor Sessions – For all MPA Students



	When registering, you will have been given the name of your Personal Tutor. So take a look at the Tutor Lists in the Michael Tippett Centre Gallery (MT.G30 – where you registered) or the University Theatre Foyer (UT.G07) and you will see a picture of what your tutor looks like. Then look below at the Personal Tutor collection points and times that have been arranged for you on Monday 27th September. This is a brief chance to meet your Tutor, say hello and have a quick chat or tour before lunch – basically make contact so that you know whom to approach if you experience any difficulties in your first week. 



	Room AN.G01 – The Dance Studio at 12.15pm

Paul Clayden, Michelle Elliott & Karin Rugman



	Room AN.G01 – The Dance Studio at 12.30pm

Chris Lewis-Smith & Kristin McGuire



	Room AN.G15 – The Performance Studio at 12.15pm

Emma Gersch, Chris Jury & Ian McNish



	Room AN.G15 – The Performance Studio at 12.30pm

Dr Terri Power, Dr Olivia Turnbull & Dr Miranda Lundskaer-Nielsen



	Room UT.G01 – University Theatre at 12.15pm

Dr Joseph Hyde, Dr Andy Keep, Nick Sargent & Andy West



	Room UT.G06 – University Theatre Studio at 12.15pm

Nick Atkinson, Professor Roger Heaton & James Saunders



	Room UT.G06 – University Theatre Studio at 12.30pm

Dr Matthew Spring & Dr Charles Wiffen



	Room UT.112 – University Theatre Studio at 12.15pm

Michael Budmani, Sam Grogan & Rob Sayer



	Room UT.112 – University Theatre Studio at 12.30pm

Mary Steadman & Pat Welsh



	Room UT.113 – University Theatre Studio at 12.15pm

Nigel Beaham-Powell, Martin Dupras & Graham Morgan



	Room UT.113 – University Theatre Studio at 12.30pm

Jan Meinema, Richard Parfitt & Davey Ray Moor (David Moore)
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	Afternoon Schedule for all BA Creative Arts & Combined Award Students


	What
	Students
	Staff
	Duration
	Where
	When

	Introduction to the BA Creative Arts programme & Combined Awards


	All Creative Arts & Combined Award students 
	Nick Atkinson, Course Director: BA Creative Arts


	30 minutes
	Michael Tippett Centre Auditorium (MT.G01)
	1.00pm – 1.30pm

	Subject Presentations for BA Creative Arts & Combined Award Students


	Please note that the majority of these talks will be repeated throughout Tuesday 28th & Wednesday 29th so you only need to attend a presentation in any given subject once. If you are considering Art & Design as an option you will need to attend the 

talk at 3pm this afternoon in room AN.G15 and attend other 

presentations either on Tuesday (various times) or 9am on Wednesday morning (Dance and Drama only) ahead of the module selection deadline. If you are considering Creative Writing as an option you will need to attend the talk at 2pm this afternoon in 

room NE.101 as this presentation is not repeated on Tuesday 28th.

2.00 - 3.00pm

Creative Writing (Room NE.101)

3.00 - 4.00pm

Art/Textiles (Room AN.G15)
Music (Room MT.G01)

Dance (Room AN.G01)

Drama Studies (Room UT.G01)

English Literature (Room NE.101)

Business & Management (Room SN.G01)
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Tuesday 28th September

From 10.00am – 1.00pm there will be stalls in Music, Dance, Drama Studies, etc. in the Marquee offering further information and advice on module choices for BA Creative Arts & Combined Award students. 
	Introductory Talks Regarding Main Subjects 

	What
	Students
	Staff
	Duration
	Where
	When

	Music: subject session 1


	Creative Arts & Combined Award students considering Music as an option 


	BA Music team
	50 mins
	Michael Tippett Centre Auditorium (MT.G01)
	9.00am

	Dance: subject session 1
	Creative Arts & Combined Award students considering Dance as an option 


	Dance team
	50 mins
	Ashton

(AN.G01)
	10.00am 

	Drama Studies: subject session 1


	Creative Arts & Combined Award students considering Drama as an option 


	Drama Studies team
	50 mins
	University Theatre

(UT.G01)

	11.00am

	Tutor group meetings for advice on module choices for Creative Arts & Combined Award students

	Creative Arts & Combined Award students in Music (MU), Dance (DA), Drama Studies (DR), Art (AR) and/or Textiles (TD)
	Personal Tutors in Music (MU), Dance (DA), Drama Studies (DR), Art (AR) and/or Textiles (TD)
	60 mins
	MU: MT.G01

DA: AN.G01

DR: UT.G01

AR/TD: AN.G15


	MU at 1.00pm 

DA, DR, AR/TD at 2.00pm

	BA Creative Arts Meeting


	All BA Creative Arts students
	Course Director: Creative Arts
	50 mins
	University Theatre

(UT.G01)

	3.00pm
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Tuesday 28th September continued
For students whose programme allows them to choose modules in another subject, introductory talks have been organised as follows:

	Introductory Talks for Combined Award Students whose choice will include a subject that is not based in the 

School of Music & Performing Arts



	12.00 – 12.30: Business & Management in Room SN.G01



	12.30 – 13.00: Health Studies in Room SN.G01



	13.00 – 13.30: Philosophy & Ethics in Room NE.G02



	13.00 – 13.30: Sociology in Room SN.G01



	13.30 – 14.00: History in Room NE.G02



	13.30 – 14.00: Business & Management in Room SN.G01



	13.30 – 14.00: Film & Screen Studies in Room ST.103



	14.00 – 14.30: Study of Religions in Room NE.G02



	14.00 – 14.30: Health Studies in Room SN.G01



	14.00 – 14.30: Geography in Room CN.108



	14.00 – 14.30: Education in Room MT.G01



	14.00 – 14.30: Cultural Studies in Room ST.103



	14.30 – 15.00: Film & Screen Studies in Room NE.G02


	14.30 – 15.00: Sociology in Room SN.G01


	14.30 – 15.00: GIS in Room WE.G01/WE.G02


	14.30 – 15.00: Food Studies in Room TE.105


	14.30 – 15.00: Media Communications in Room ST.103


	15.00 – 15.30: Cultural Studies in Room NE.G02 


	15.00 – 15.30: Biology in Room TE.G04


	15.00 – 15.30: Study of Religions in Room ST.103


	15.30 – 16.00: Media Communications in Room NE.G02


	15.30 – 16.00: History in Room ST.103


	16.00 – 16.30: Philosophy & Ethics in Room NE.G02



Please Note:

Module selection must be completed online by 
11am on Wednesday 29th September.

Timetables will be available via the Student Portal on Friday 1st October.
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Wednesday 29th September
	Additional Introductory Talks Regarding Main Subjects – Please note these talks (except for Music, which is holding a taster workshop, and Creative Writing, which is holding an introduction to Core Modules) are a repeat of any talks held on Monday 27th & Tuesday 28th September so you only need to attend these if you intend to study Dance or Drama and missed them!

	What
	Students
	Staff
	Duration
	Where
	When

	Dance: subject 
session 2


	Creative Arts & Combined Award students considering Dance as an option 


	Dance team
	50 mins
	Ashton

(AN.G01)
	9.00am

	Drama Studies: subject session 2


	Creative Arts & Combined Award students considering Drama as an option 


	Drama team
	50 mins
	University Theatre

(UT.G01)
	9.00am

	Music: subject 
session workshop

	BA Music, Creative Arts & Combined Award students who have already opted to study Music

	BA Music team
	110 mins
	Michael Tippett Centre Auditorium
(MT.G01)
	9.00am

	Creative Writing: Introduction to Core Modules
	Creative Arts & Combined Award students 


	Creative Writing Team
	50 mins
	TBA by English & Creative Studies staff
	1.00pm


Remember - Module selection must be completed online by 
11am on Wednesday 29th September.
	First Set of IT Induction Sessions 

	What
	Students
	Staff
	Duration
	Where
	When

	IT Induction 


	This session has been arranged for the following Tutor Groups:

Nick Atkinson, Roger Heaton, James Saunders, Matthew Spring

	MPA Technical Team

	50 mins 
	Twiverton (TN.115/6) 
	3.00pm

	IT Induction


	This session has been arranged for the following Tutor Groups:

Paul Clayden, Michelle Elliott, Chris Lewis-Smith, Kristin McGuire, Karin Rugman, Charles Wiffen
	MPA Technical Team

	50 mins 
	Twiverton (TN.115/6) 
	4.00pm
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Thursday 30th September

	Eco-Campus Awareness Session for all Music, Creative Arts & Combined Award Students 

	What
	Students
	Staff
	Duration
	Where
	When

	Introduction to BSU’s Eco-Campus Scheme 
	All Music, Creative Arts & Combined Award students
	Environmental Support Team
	20 mins
	Michael Tippett Centre Auditorium (MT.G01)
	9.30am


	Second Set of IT Induction Sessions

	What
	Students
	Staff
	Duration
	Where
	When

	IT Induction


	This session has been arranged for the following Tutor Groups:

Nigel Beaham-Powell, 
Richard Parfitt, Davey Ray Moor, Andy West
	MPA Technical Team

	50 mins 
	Twiverton (TN.115/6) 
	11.00am

	IT Induction 


	This session has been arranged for the following Tutor Groups: 

Martin Dupras, Joseph Hyde, Andy Keep, 

Jan Meinema, Graham Morgan, Nick Sargent

	MPA Technical Team


	50 mins
	Twiverton (TN.115/6)
	1.00pm


	Student Support Services Sessions


	What
	Students
	Staff
	Duration
	Where
	When

	Introduction to Student Support Services

	All Creative Arts & Combined Award students
	Student Support team
	30 mins
	Michael Tippett Centre Auditorium (MT.G01)
	3.30pm

	Careers Advisory Service & Business Support Office Sessions for all Music, Creative Arts & Combined Award Students

	What
	Students
	Staff
	Duration
	Where
	When

	Introduction to the Careers Advisory Service
	All Music, Creative Arts & Combined Award Students
	Careers Advisory Service team
	20 mins
	Michael Tippett Centre Auditorium (MT.G01)


	4.10pm

	Introduction to Business Support Services
	All Music, Creative Arts & Combined Award Students
	Business Support team
	10 mins
	Michael Tippett Centre Auditorium (MT.G01)


	4.30pm
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Friday 1st October

	Library & Information Services Sessions

	What
	Students
	Staff
	Duration
	Where
	When

	Introduction to Library & Information Services

	All Creative Arts & Combined Award students


	Richard Taylor
	30 mins
	University Theatre (UT.G01)
	9.45am

	Third Set of IT Induction Sessions

	What
	Students
	Staff
	Duration
	Where
	When

	IT Induction


	This session has been arranged for the following Tutor Groups:

Michael Budmani, 

Rob Sayer, Emma Gersch, Sam Grogan
	MPA Technical Team

	50 mins 
	Twiverton (TN.115/6)
	9.00am

	IT Induction 
	This session has been arranged for the following Tutor Groups:

Chris Jury, 

Miranda Lundskaer-Nielsen, Ian McNish, 

Terri Power
	MPA Technical Team

	50 mins
	Twiverton (TN.115/6)
	12.00pm

	IT Induction


	This session has been arranged for the following Tutor Groups: 

Mary Steadman, Olivia Turnbull,

Pat Welsh
	MPA Technical Team

	50 mins
	Twiverton (TN.115/6)
	1.30pm

	IT Induction


	This session has been arranged for any student who may have missed their IT Induction Session.
	MPA Technical Team

	50 mins 
	Twiverton (TN.115/6)
	3.00pm


Health & Safety

The Health & Safety sessions are being held on Friday 1st October at 10am, 11am & 1pm.  Please attend a session at whichever time is convenient for you.  If the sessions are full, please attend a later one – the talks are compulsory for all new students.
	What
	Students
	Staff
	Duration
	Where
	When

	Introduction to Health & Safety

	All MPA students plus AR/TD students

	Corporate Safety Adviser
	50 mins
	Michael Tippett Centre Auditorium (MT.G01)
	10.00am, 11.00am

or 1.00pm


Dyslexia Screening Test

Students have the opportunity to take a QuickScan Dyslexia Screening test and talk to our Dyslexia specialist at the following times and venues during Induction week

Wednesday 29th September 10am, 10.45am and 11am in Compton CP103

Thursday 30th September 2pm, 2.45pm in Stanton SNG15

Friday 1st September 10am and 10.45am in Stanton SNG15

QuickScan gives you information about your preferred learning style and identifies indications of dyslexia. For further information, follow this Link:

http://www.bathspa.ac.uk/services/student-services/current-students/your-wellbeing/disability-support/find-out.asp
Or email: studentsupport@bathspa.ac.uk
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