
Our annual third year fieldtrip 
to Barcelona took place in 
early November. The Barcelo-
na fieldtrip provides an op-
portunity for students inter-
ested in human geography to 
spend a week undertaking in-
depth learning in an exciting 
and dynamic European city. 
The trip includes a unique 
student led element where 
student groups study a num-
ber of issues in the city and 
present their findings to the 
rest of the group. In this way 
the students study their cho-
sen topic in depth, develop 
field presentation skills, and 
teach their fellow students. 
This year’s student presenta-
tion topics included: Catalan 
nationalism and the inde-
pendence movement, urban 
regeneration in the El Raval 

neighbourhood, Olympic leg-
acies in the Vall d’Hebron 
district, community re-
sistance to mass tourism at 
Park Guell, urban parks and 
green gentrification in the 
Sants district, and urban plan-
ning and gentrification at the 
Olympic Village. In addition to 
the student group presenta-
tions the fieldtrip staff Drs. 
Ranji Devadason, Heather 
Winlow, and Jim Jeffers intro-
duced students to the historic 
development of the city in 
the Barri Gotic, the relation-
ships between art and archi-
tecture, Catalan nationalism 
and urban rebranding at Sa-
grada Familia and the Block 
of Discord, and legacies of 
the civil war and shanty town 
settlements at Bunkers del 
Carmel. 

The 2017 Barcelona fieldtrip 
was a particularly unique ex-
perience as it coincided with 
dramatic political develop-
ments associated with the 
Catalan independence move-
ment. Our visit came just 
days after the Catalan parlia-
ment had voted to declare 
independence from the rest 
of Spain. During the trip the 
students had the opportunity 
to observe ongoing peaceful 
protests and demonstrations. 

Aaron Kiashek (3rd Year Ge-
ography Student) reflects on 
his experiences during the 
trip.  

The months leading up to our 
trip to Barcelona provided 
tense viewing of the news as 
region wide protests spread 
across Catalonia becoming 
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Third year Geography and GDS students at Bunkers del Carmel, Barcelona. 
(Photo credit: Dr. Jim Jeffers) 



 

 

particularly concentrated in 
Barcelona. Just four weeks 
prior to our arrival and the 
protests were front-page in-
ternational news, enough to 
put our trip in possible jeop-
ardy as the safety of the city 
became questionable. Fortu-
nately, the remaining weeks 
leading up to our departure 
were uneventful and we ar-
rived at our hotel in the heart 
of Barcelona with no sign of 
the protests we had read 
about and watched unfold in 
recent weeks. 

However, as preparations for 
our presentations continued, 
news reached us of possible 
mass demonstrations across 
the city and parts of the met-
ro closed. With our presenta-
tions due to start the next 
day, I’m sure this news was 
much more exciting for us as 
students as opposed to our 
lecturers. Little did we know, 
Wednesday the 8th of Novem-
ber would be a day few of us 
would forget. 

The day started normally with 
the group heading to the first 
presentation site, the locals 
going about their daily rou-
tine. As we headed to the 
second presentation site, the 
atmosphere on the streets 
began to change. More and 
more people started to fill 
the streets walking in the 
same direction as us with 
many displaying the regional 
flag of Catalonia in some 
shape or form. The sound of 
chanting and a helicopter 
hovering overhead filled the 
air as we moved closer to 
Placa de Sant Jaume where 
Barcelona’s city hall was lo-
cated. The square was lined 
with TV crews reporting on 
the hundreds of protesters 
who had turned out to voice 
their opinions on Catalonian 
independence from the rest 
of Spain. It was clear however 
that this protest would be 

carried out in peace as the 
last major protests resulted in 
clashes with national police 
who sought to shut down the 
so-called illegal voting by Cat-
alan citizens. The peaceful 
nature of this protest was 
brought to our attention as 
the several hundred people 
held up the same sign in 
unison but also in complete 
silence with no evidence of 
violence. As we moved away 
from the square we didn’t 
encounter any protests again 
and we arrived back to the 
hotel in the late afternoon. 
From checking various social 
media and news platforms, it 
appeared the protests were 
dwindling away with little 
sign of returning that day. 

As nightfall fell and we head-
ed out in search of dinner, 
news reached us of a much 
larger demonstration nearby 
to us. From checking various 
social media platforms, the 
pictures showed thousands of 
people gathered outside 
Catedral de Barcelona 
(Barcelona Cathedral) with 
large banners and large Cata-
lan flags. Upon arriving to this 

demonstration, it was clear 
the majority of people had 
moved on from where it had 
started and we decided to 
head in the same direction. If 
we were to leave the night 
with any kind of memento, it 
would be the Catalonia flag 
we had each bought from a 
roaming street seller.  

Reaching Catalonia Square 
and we suddenly heard the 
sound of drums growing 
louder. Looking down Carrer 
de Fontanella, a long straight 
road leading off from the 
square, a wall of people and 
flags were moving at a steady 
pace towards us. As they 
neared, it became apparent 
that this was a different type 
of demonstration to the one 
we had witnessed just 
minutes earlier. The entire 
group consisted of students 
of a similar age to us. The 
passion on display by these 
students trumped both the 
demonstrations we had seen 
before combined as drums 
and other instruments played 
to the continuous chanting. 
We decided to follow this 
group as they marched 
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through the streets as we felt we 
could more easily blend in with 
our flags draped over us like 
capes.  

The group didn’t stop for any-
thing. We moved with them as 
they marched along busy streets 
blocking traffic with police bikes 
seemingly providing protection 
from angry motorists trying to go 
on their way. The sense of union 
between these students was 
powerful and they didn’t relent 
to the continuous blaring of car 
horns they faced. At one point 
the entire group walked into the 
middle of six-way junction and 
literally sat down linking arms.  

After following the group for al-
most an hour over a couple of 
miles we decided to return to the 
hotel, much to the relief of our 
lecturers. The events of that 
evening didn’t hit us until the 
following morning when we 
checked the news from back in 
the UK where these demonstra-
tions were the main front page 
story. It was clear the events we 
saw and experienced no doubt 
was history in the making for the 
future generation, albeit one 
small chapter to an ever evolving 
story. 

Demonstrators blocking a street during a General Strike on Wednesday November 8th. 
(Photo credit: Aaron Kiashek)  



 

 

As India celebrated its 70th 
year of Independence in Au-
gust 2017, it reflected with 
pride on its past, its journey 
since, and is increasingly 
casting an eye towards the 
future of the nation and its 
place in a globalised world. In 
a similar vein Bath Spa Geog-
raphy is very outward looking 
in its degree programmes; 
consequently it has invested 
in voyages to India since 
2012, all undertaken with 
great energy, enthusiasm and 
achievement. This year 
(2018) will be the 6th running 

of this exciting and genuinely 
eye-opening India fieldtrip for 
second year undergraduates; 
between 2012 and 2017 
some 146 students have en-
joyed this experience, with a 
sizeable number subsequent-
ly developing their interest 
via the third year disserta-
tion. These embrace a wide 
portfolio of topics: floods in 
the Indian Himalayas; colonial 
fruit orchard economics; 
monsoon meteorology; vil-
lage vulnerability and resili-
ence to hazards; small hydro-
power plant impacts; large 

earthquake impacts; peri-
urban and urban sustainabil-
ity transitions in the Nehru 
inspired Union Territory City 
of Chandigarh…the list goes 
on! Some alumni have even 
sought to live and work in 
India after their degree stud-
ies.  

The life-learning opportuni-
ties and transferable skills 
this fieldtrip affords are nota-
ble. Students have repeatedly 
commented on the exposure 
to a different cultural herit-
age, the harsh climate condi-
tions, dramatic and inspiring 
landscapes, societal challeng-

Oscar Williams 

 The Most Promising Geogra-
pher Prize (for the student 
with the highest mark in 
GE5030-40) is awarded to 
Megan Bendall (£100). 

  

The Excellence in Global De-
velopment and Sustainability 
Prize (for the GDS student 

Congratulations to the win-
ners of this year’s prizes 
awarded for excellence in 
Geography modules. 

The Best New Geographer 
Prize (for the student en-
rolled on a Geography award 
with the highest mark in 
GE4020-40) is awarded to: 

Jeremy Costello 

Victoria Groves 

with the highest combined 
aggregate in GE6001/6020-40 
and GE6015-20) is awarded 
to Fiona Harvey.  

  

The Geography Project of the 

Year Prize (for the student 

with the highest mark in 

GE6001-40) is awarded to 

Cher Bradley-Smith. 

Six Years on: Reflections on Voyages to the Punjab Plains and the 

Indian Himalayas 

Student Prizes 2016-17 
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es and developments, the expe-
rience of genuine Indian cui-
sine, travelling as a peer group, 
and developing their 
knowledge, confidence and 
expertise in collaboration with 
Indian partners and village com-
munities. That is to say we 
strongly believe in participa-
tory, embedded and impactful 
learning, in our exploration of 
complex real-world issues. 

The India fieldtrip experience is 
heavily underpinned by BSU 
Geography staff funded re-
search in India, bringing our 
students the benefits of cutting-
edge knowledge and deeper Figure 1: Physical Geographers explore reservoir basin sediments in the 

Shivalik Hills (2017) 

Figure 2: BSU Geographers and HPU students gearing up social science 
surveys in Shimla (2017) 



 

 

Education and Research) ex-
plored questions of urban 
development in Chandigarh 
and its informal peripheries, 
whilst Physical Geographers 
went into the Shivalik Hills to 
evaluate soil erosion and sed-
iment yield in a dried up res-

ervoir catchment (Figure 1). 
Heading up to cooler climes, 
using the UNESCO World Her-
itage Site Kalka-Shimla rail-
way, we spent a few days in 
the former colonial summer 
capital of Shimla. Here in 
close partnership with HPU 
(Himachal Pradesh Universi-
ty), a series of 
social events 
and academic 
projects be-
tween BSU stu-
dents and HPU 
postgrads ex-
plored ques-
tions of colonial 
heritage, tour-
ism and sus-
tainable devel-
opment in this 
sprawling/ for-
est enclosed 
mountain city 
(Figure 2). The 
final project 
destination was 
the spectacular 
Kullu Valley, 

enjoying a true high moun-
tain feel, being surrounded 
by snow-capped peaks ex-
ceeding 5000m ASL. With 
introductory support from 
the GB Pant National Institute 
of Himalayan Environment 
and Sustainable Develop-
ment, our final projects ex-
plored mountain villages, a 
Tibetan commune and re-
mote catchments; Human 
Geographers delved into the 
role of modern IT (mobile 
phone apps and  social me-
dia) in generating resilience 
to hazard events (Figure 3), 
whilst Physical Geographers 
used paleoflood reconstruc-
tion tools to estimate the size 
of past disastrous floods, in 
order to better evaluate a 
Hydro-Electric-Power pro-
posal. Ahead of our long jour-
ney back to Bath, we all en-
joyed a short Himalayan trek, 
to the sacred Jagini waterfalls 
near the thermal springs at 
Vashist; a good stretch of the 
legs and fresh air (Figure 4). 

We could tell you so much 
more; indeed we have many 
stories and are already imple-
menting plans to build the 
fieldtrip experience for years  
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access to Indian institutions 
and stakeholders. For exam-
ple, in partnership with Cana-
dian, German and Indian col-
leagues, we are exploring 
questions associated with 
mountain floods, disaster risk 
reduction, and transfor-

mations to sustainability in 
urban and peri-urban envi-
ronments. More broadly, this 
research advances knowledge 
and influences policy and 
practice debates. 

Now to a snapshot of the 
April-May 2017 trip to India. 
Well, the BSU group of 37 
students, three academic 
staff (Dr Esther Edwards, Dr 
Rich Johnson and Dr Chris-
toph Woiwode), four 
GeoIndia colleagues (our in-
country support team), were 
joined by numerous others. 
Travelling on from New Delhi 
the first port of call was the 
City of Chandigarh. Here with 
fine Indian cuisine in hand 
(tasty samosas), an insightful 
introduction to India from 
senior representatives of the 
British Council and the British 
High Commission provided an 
overview of UK-India rela-
tions and bi-lateral initiatives. 
Human Geographers in part-
nership with IISER-Mohali 
(Indian Institute of Science 

to come! Hence, if you feel 
inspired by this challenge, 
dynamism and opportunity 
then talk to us; follow us on 
twitter @BathSpaGeog; and 
certainly take a look at the 
India fieldtrip videos on the 
BSU Geography Webpages 
staring the 2017 fieldtrip 
students:  

https://www.bathspa.ac.uk/
courses/ug-geography-
physical/ https://
www.bathspa.ac.uk/
courses/ug-geography-
human/ https://
www.bathspa.ac.uk/
courses/ug-global-
development-and-
sustainability/ 
 

We very much look forward 
to welcoming you to the 
Bath Spa Geography com-
munity in September 2018 
(and hereafter), where you 
will perhaps elect to take 
part in one of our residen-
tial fieldtrip experiences! 

 

Dr Esther Edwards, Dr Rich 
Johnson, Dr Christoph 
Woiwode (February, 2018). 

Figure 4: Trek to Jagini waterfalls in the Kullu Valley (2017) 

Figure 3: BSU Human Geographers undertaking data collection with the 

local community in Kullu mountain villages (2017) 

https://www.bathspa.ac.uk/courses/ug-geography-physical/
https://www.bathspa.ac.uk/courses/ug-geography-physical/
https://www.bathspa.ac.uk/courses/ug-geography-physical/
https://www.bathspa.ac.uk/courses/ug-geography-human/
https://www.bathspa.ac.uk/courses/ug-geography-human/
https://www.bathspa.ac.uk/courses/ug-geography-human/
https://www.bathspa.ac.uk/courses/ug-geography-human/
https://www.bathspa.ac.uk/courses/ug-global-development-and-sustainability/
https://www.bathspa.ac.uk/courses/ug-global-development-and-sustainability/
https://www.bathspa.ac.uk/courses/ug-global-development-and-sustainability/
https://www.bathspa.ac.uk/courses/ug-global-development-and-sustainability/
https://www.bathspa.ac.uk/courses/ug-global-development-and-sustainability/
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Third year students in the 
module Development and 
Disasters organised a one-day 
conference in March 2017 to 
showcase international devel-
opment activities in the hu-
manitarian and aid sector. Six 
development organisations 
were invited to present their 
work and talk about employ-
ment opportunities to make a 
career, among them Send a 
Cow, Shelterbox, Swindon 
Harbour Project and African 
Mothers. The talks covered a 
wide range of development 
issues such as the post-
earthquake disaster response 
in Haiti, gender inequalities in 
African societies and the refu-
gee situation right in front of 
our door step. Because of 
their often contentious topics 
they frequently prompted 
lively discussions. A poster 
presentation during the lunch 
break showed the student 
work covering a wide range 

of themes and case studies 
including the use of Geo-
graphical Information Sys-
tems (GIS) for disaster re-
sponse and management, or 
aid in complex political situa-
tions like Syria and Sudan. 

This conference is prepared 
and managed from tip to toe 
by the students who share 
responsibility of logistics, but 
also open the conference, 
introduce speakers and lead 
the discussions. It is a unique 
and exceptionally rewarding 
experience towards the end 
of their studies during which 
they hone their employment 
skills. 

The conference in March 

2018 also features a set of 

inspiring talks with represent-

atives from Map Action, Shel-

terbox and Development Me-

dia International. 

Alongside my degree, I have 
undertaken the certificate in 
Global Citizenship. It has 
been a privilege to work with-
in a group of like-minded 
students, and guest speakers, 
exploring contemporary glob-
al citizenship issues, in both 
formal and informal settings.  

In conjunction with the cer-
tificate, I was fortunate 
enough to take part in a six 
week placement at the Sum-
mer Academy in Kalmar, Swe-
den.  This was an unforgetta-
ble experience and I im-
mersed myself in the activi-
ties - academic, practical and 
social!  

Undertaking a course in Glob-
al Sustainability, working co-

hesively with individuals from 
80 different countries, we 
shared our perspectives, de-
bated issues, and worked 
with organisations to estab-
lish practical sustainability 
initiatives in their working 
practices.  

Taking part in the Global Citi-
zenship award has undoubt-
edly enhanced my under-
graduate experience im-
mensely. In addition to ex-
ploring issues which I feel 
passionate about, I have also 
built friendships and a range 
of valuable skills for my stud-
ies and future professional 
life, including team-working 
and networking, critical 
thinking, report-writing and 

Student-led Conference on Development and Disasters 

An Exciting Opportunity for Students: the Global Citizenship Award 

The author and two other bath spa students graduating the 

summer academy and joining the alumni  
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public speaking. I would 
wholly recommend any-
one who is considering 
this as an option to take 
it – it’s an opportunity 
not to be missed!  

 

Keziah Rookes, 3rd year 
student in Global Devel-
opment and Sustainabil-
ity 

Over the past year collabora-
tive discussions amongst 
teaching staff and students 
have led to the exciting rede-
sign of our courses in Geogra-
phy and Global Development 
and Sustainability.  We are 
pleased to announce that in 
February 2018 all of our 
courses gained approval by 
the University’s committees.  
The new provision will be 
introduced from October 
2018. 

The internal re-approval of all 
courses at Bath Spa Universi-
ty was prompted by, firstly, 
the need to repackage our 
existing delivery of courses 
into a semesterised format 
(which will be introduced in 
October 2018) and, secondly, 
by the institutional vision to 
promote multi- and inter-

disciplinary collaborative 
teaching and research as part 
of the University’s liberal arts 
agenda.  The teaching team 
has taken the existing con-
tent and repackaged into the 
new structure, plus adapted 
and included new modules 
and content to reflect devel-
opments in the discipline and 
recent staff changes.  The 
new provision offers the best 
of the existing provision, and 
integrates new and relevant 
content reflecting subject 
and staff developments in 
order to integrate with the 
new liberal arts agenda, 
whilst continuing to satisfy 
subject benchmarking crite-
ria. 

The Single Honours Geogra-
phy course allows students 
the flexibility to select their 

Map in Bath Spa International Office of all the places people have visited through the global citizenship award 

(photo credit: Keziah Rookes) 

Geography Courses attain approval by Bath Spa University 

own suite of modules to re-
flect their interests and aspi-
rations, or to create their 
own themed routes (for in-
stance in development geog-
raphy, or sustainability, or 
urban studies, or water stud-
ies).  The pathways of Physi-
cal Geography and Human 
Geography allow students to 
tailor their degrees to a more 
specific, named award.  
There is also the flexibility for 
students to switch internally 
from one Geography course 
to another. 

There are some exciting 
changes that offer students 
new opportunities and ena-
ble staff to explore relevant 
and topical issues and con-
tent.  For instance, the intro-
duction of ‘Applied Geogra-
phies’ at Level 4 (Year 1) has 

a residential fieldwork ele-
ment that will not only devel-
op invaluable practical skills 
but also enhance social com-
munity early in the academic 
careers of our students, while 
‘Contested Geographies’ at 
Level 5 (Year 2) will develop 
digital literacy skills that will 
help students to showcase 
their skills and expertise to 
potential employers.   

There are also opportunities 
for sharing of expertise and 
teaching collaboration. At Lev-
el 5, the new 
‘Geotechnologies for Society 
and Environment’ module 
showcases the advances in 
geotechnologies and their 
applications to society.  Stu-
dents learn (and practice us-
ing) industry-standards equip-
ment and software, such as 



 

 

three-dimensional scanning 
of landscape or buildings.  
Another exciting new devel-
opment is the ‘Representing 
the American West’ module 
which is a collaboration be-
tween Geography, History 
and Film Studies. The Educa-
tion module, ‘A case study of 
Catalonia: Education, Space 
and Society’ enables sharing 
of geographical knowledge 
and field experience between 
subjects.   

There continues to be close 
partnership between Geogra-
phy and other subjects such 

as Sociology with shared 
teaching on ‘Visualizing the 
21st Century World’, (Level 4); 
‘Future Cities’, ‘Climate & 
Society’, ‘Migration: Identity, 
Belonging and Security’ (Level 
5); and, ‘Culture, Risk And 
Environmental Justice’ and 
‘Work, Identities and Organi-
sations’ at Level 6 (Level 6).  
Also there are new opportu-
nities for collaboration with 
Biology such as 
‘Environmental Change’ at 
Level 6.  Such collaborations 
will expose students to ideas 
from different perspectives 

and allow the cross-
fertilisation of ideas amongst 
students and staff. 

Geography is also contrib-
uting significantly to the pro-
vision of Open Modules, 
offering two at Level 4, in-
cluding the highly-successful 
and popular ‘Sustainability in 
Life & Work’ module.  There 
is also ‘Community Engage-
ment’ at Level 6. 

Key employability skills are 
embedded within the Core 
modules and, with liaison and 
planning with the Careers 
service, show progression 

Course Accreditation by the Royal Geographical Society 
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and timeliness, supporting 
students as they progress 
through their academic ca-
reers.  The opportunities for 
work placements (Level 5) 
and community engagement 
(Level 6) remain, in addition 
to the opportunity to take the 
new year-long work place-
ment between Levels 5 and 6.  
Geography is also committed 
to promoting student partici-
pation in study abroad 
through the Erasmus and 
Exchange programmes, whilst 
maintaining the opportunities 
for fieldwork.  

We are delighted to an-
nounce that all of our under-
graduate Geography and 
Global Development and Sus-
tainability courses have 
gained recognition from the 
Royal Geographical Society 
(RGS) from June 2017. The 
Royal Geographical Society's 
university geography pro-
gramme accreditation 
scheme offers recognition of 
undergraduate courses deliv-
ering key geographical 
knowledge, understanding, 
skills and approaches, and 
the development of profes-
sional and personal attributes 
of geography graduates.  Our 
undergraduate courses were 
assessed in line with the QAA 
subject benchmark statement 
for Geography, which defines 
what can be expected of a 
graduate in terms of the 
knowledge, understanding, 
skills and approaches they 
have gained. 

Feedback from the Accredita-
tion Review Panel of the RGS 
described the applications in 
this application round as 
“demonstrating a great deal 
of care for geographical edu-
cation and for putting stu-
dents first, and delivering an 
interesting and valuable de-

gree experience for students.”  
The Panel noted that the ap-
plication from Bath Spa Uni-
versity, provided: 

A suite of programmes 
that cross natural and 
social sciences, inte-
grating human and 
physical geography in 
a very positive way 
for students 

Good attention to exter-
nal examiner com-
ments, and the use of 
quality assurance 
processes (e.g. action 
plans) to improve 
programmes 

Excellent and innovative 
focus on and inclu-
sion of employer en-
gagement, with a 
good range across 
NGOs commercial 
businesses and others 
involved 

Nice examples of good 
practice involving 
students as research-
ers 

Other general feedback includ-
ed: 

Clearly demonstrated 
geography’s holistic 

and integrated nature, 
delivering the key geo-
graphical knowledge, 
understanding, skills 
and approaches from 
across the breadth of 
the discipline; 

Highlighted the range of 
modules and ap-
proaches available to 
students choosing ge-
ography courses at 
university, offering a 
good range of choices 
and appropriate spe-
cialisms/contexts; 

Shown passion for the sub-
ject, and for the bene-
fits it brings to stu-

dents, through both 
the benefits of an 
integrated subject 
approach and the 
development of em-
ployability skills and 
graduate attributes 
throughout the pro-
grammes (though 
these could have 
been even more 
clearly articulated in 
applications); 

Reinforced the essential 
place of fieldwork in 
undergraduate geog-
raphy, through a 
variety of innovative 
approaches within 
and outside the UK; 

http://www.qaa.ac.uk/en/Publications/Documents/SBS-geography-14.pdf
http://www.qaa.ac.uk/en/Publications/Documents/SBS-geography-14.pdf


 

 

Revealed the range of 
ways in which exter-
nal practitioners, 
employers and other 
organisations may 
be invited to contrib-
ute to geography 
programmes, to en-
hance subject 
knowledge and de-
velop graduate 
attributes, including: 

employers/industry 
representatives in 
programme valida-
tions, guest lecturing 
and module teach-
ing, in student re-
search, in assess-
ments, on fieldwork; 

Highlighted the cutting-
edges of the disci-
pline in geospatial 
data and technolo-

gies, and other 
fields; 

Shown attention to 
pressing/
contemporary is-
sues, with up-to-
date teaching mate-
rials/examples, and 
students applying 
geographical con-
cepts/knowledge to 
local/global issues. 
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The following courses at Bath 
Spa University are accredited 
by the Royal Geographical 
Society (2017-2023):- 

BSc (Hons) Geography 

BA (Hons) Geography 
(Human) 

BSc (Hons) Geography 
(Physical) 

BSc (Hons) Global Develop-
ment and Sustainability  

Public Event - Future Pasts Exhibition at Gallery 44AD 

Professor Sian Sullivan’s 
AHRC-funded Future Pasts 
research project took up 
residence in Bath’s Gallery 
44AD  in July and August, 
presenting a public exhibi-
tion entitled Future Pasts: 
Landscape, Memory and 
Music in West Namibia.  
The exhibition brought to-
gether images, music and 
videos made in collabora-
tion with people and organ-
isations in west Namibia, to 
create a contemplative 
space evoking the project’s 
key themes of sustainabil-
ity, identity and displace-
ment in registers beyond 
academic critique. It was 

very well received, with Visual 
Arts South West naming it ‘pick 
of the week’. A private view was 
attended by the Vice-Chancellor 
and the Mayor of Bath, and the 
exhibition also received a sur-
prise visit from BSU’s Chancellor 
Jeremy Irons, who described it 
as ‘extraordinary’. The full exhi-
bition can be viewed online at 
the Future Pasts website. Plans 
are underway to show the exhi-
bition in Namibia.  

http://www.futurepasts.net  

http://www.44ad.net  

https://www.futurepasts.net/gallery-44ad-bath-july-august-2017 

http://www.vasw.org.uk/features/pick-of-the-week/july-2017.php 

Exhibition banner showing composite images created by Sian Sullivan and Mike Hannis. 

Sian Sullivan, Professor of Environment and Culture, welcomes 

the University’s Chancellor Jeremy Irons to the exhibition  

http://www.futurepasts.net
http://www.44ad.net/
http://www.44ad.net/
http://www.vasw.org.uk/features/pick-of-the-week/july-2017.php
http://www.vasw.org.uk/features/pick-of-the-week/july-2017.php
https://www.futurepasts.net/gallery-44ad-bath-july-august-2017
http://www.futurepasts.net
http://www.44ad.net
https://www.futurepasts.net/gallery-44ad-bath-july-august-2017
http://www.vasw.org.uk/features/pick-of-the-week/july-2017.php


 

 

cians (Guillem Mitchel, Alex 
Thrust, Hamish Barclays 
and Gerry Marlopou-
los). Thanks to Bur-
dall’s Yard staff and 
Sharon Bateman, Hel-
en Leighton-Jones and 
Dr Arnaud Marmier 
for assistance on the 
day. This event raised 
funds and awareness 
for Bristol Refugee 
Rights and Bath Wel-
comes Refugees. It 
was attended by 
around 70 people, 
including Syrian fami-
lies in Bath, refugees 
from Bristol, and in-
terested members of 
the public.  
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Members of the Global Citi-
zenship and Identities Re-
search Group, Dr. Heather 
Winlow (Geography), Dr Sa-
rah Hackett (History) and Dr. 
Agata Vitale (Psychology), 
held a public engagement 
event in collaboration with 
Bristol Refugee Rights 
(VOICE), on 23rd September 
at the BSU venue Burdall’s 
Yard. The event provided an 
opportunity to find out 
about the reality of the refu-
gee experience. It consisted 
of refugees sharing their 
stories of migration and 
settlement in Britain, 
a poster exhibition with mi-
gration maps and facts, and 
fantastic performances by 
Bath Spa University musi-

Public Event on Migration: 

Facts, Experiences and Conversations with Refugees 

(photo credits: Jen Kinloch) 



 

 

Research exploring aspects 
ofhazards, disasters, flood 
risk management and urban 
development conducted by 
BSU Geography staff  in India 
immediately informs teaching 
across the Geography and 
Global Development and 
Sustainability programmes. 
The BSU Geography 
venturesto India providegood 
opportunity to develop 
international research-
teaching networks, and this 
includes bi-lateral seminars 
to discuss new research 
knowledge and forward 
developments. For example, 
in April 2017 BSU (Dr Esther 
Edwards, Dr Rich Johnson, 
and Dr Christoph Woiwode) 

and IISER staff met in the 
Punjab to discuss floods in 
Chennai (Tamil Nadu, south-
east India) and Kullu 
(Himachal Pradesh India); 
here we say a little  more 
about Chennai.  

In his presentation on “Peri-

urbanisation in the 

Metropolitan Region of 

Chennai: Dynamics, Issues, 

Challenges“ Dr. Christoph 

Woiwode presented findings 

of an interdisciplinary 

research project at the Indo-

German Centre for 

Sustainability (IGCS). The 

broader goal of the project is 

to develop a clearer 

understanding of current 

patterns of growth in peri-

urban areas in South Asia.  

For example, today peri-

urban areas are increasingly 

being recognized as a 

separate socio-spatial 

configuration with distinct 

challenges for sustainability. 

In this project, Christoph and 

colleagues explored the 

dynamics in the peri-urban 

region of Chennai that has 

witnessed rapid industrial 

development, spurred by 

economic policies that aim to 

let the Association know if 
you change your address, by 
completing the relevant form. 

Do remember that you can 
also access the BSU careers 
service for three years after 
graduation, and specific sup-
port and workshops for grad-
uating students are run 
throughout the summer.   

If you are applying for jobs/
further study and would like 
an academic reference, 

For those of you graduating 
in the summer, receiving your 
certificate and attending the 
ceremony should not be the 
end of your relationship with 
BSU. Bath Spa University’s 
Alumni Association is a net-
work of over 40,000 former 
students and staff. The Asso-
ciation will keep you in touch 
with the latest news from the 
University and its alumni, and 
it organizes events and reun-
ions. Please make sure you 

please give us as much notice 
as possible. Sending us details 
of the job also helps us to 
write a more relevant refer-
ence for you. 

Please also keep in touch 
with the geography team as 
we always like to hear from 
former students. Perhaps you 
will be the alumnus profiled 
in next year’s newsletter! 

Research Interaction at the Indian Institute of Science and Education 

(IISER) Mohali, Punjab - Floods in Chennai and the Kullu Valley, India 

Alumni Association And Careers Guidance 
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attract foreign investment to 

the state of Tamil Nadu. Poor 

capacity for governing the 

areas beyond metropolitan 

Chennai has resulted in 

significant pressure on land, 

natural resources (especially 

water), infrastructure, social 

structures and agricultural 

production which, among 

other reasons, resulted in 

severe flooding in December 

2015.  

Flooded road in Chennai city, India (Dr. Christoph Woiwode) 

Rurban landscape near Chennai, India (Dr. Christoph Woiwode) 

http://www.bathspa.ac.uk/Media/alumni/Alumni%20contact%20details%20form.pdf
http://www.bathspa.ac.uk/about-us/alumni


 

 

Bath Spa Geography’s CLRG 
(Changing Landscapes Re-
search Group) staff:  Drs Ed-
wards, Jeffers and Johnson 
are leading international 
(British, Canadian and Indian) 
efforts to better understand 
Himalayan flood disasters. A 
team of staff, students and 
alumni are working together 
on a portfolio of multi-
disciplinary research projects 
in the Kullu Valley (Valley of 
the Gods)  within India’s 
Western Himalaya region of 
Himachal Pradesh (Figures 1 
and 2). This is an area rich in 
cultural heritage, prone to a 
wide range of hazard process-
es (e.g. earthquakes, floods, 
landslides etc) and is subject 
to rapid change (socio-
economic and environmen-
tal) which increases the expo-
sure and vulnerability to haz-
ards. Here we are considering 
catastrophic flood impacts, 
past weather conditions and 
flood history, societal flood 
management/ awareness and 
connections to planned small 
hydro-electric power devel-
opments. 

The research approach has 
been broad, including: field-
based reconstructions of 
flood peaks in mountain 
catchments using scientific 
tools; social science surveys 
with mountain village com-
munities and official stake-
holders; and detailed archive 
research. These activities 
have taken the team across 
the globe (Canada, India, 
USA, UK), during the pre-
monsoon heat of Chandigarh 
to the sub-zero winter climes 
of Winnipeg in Canada; expe-
riencing the bustling metrop-
olis of Delhi to the more lofty 

cities of Denver in Colorado 
and Shimla in the India Hima-
laya; and working from a 
small mountain hut all the 
way up to prominent facilities 
such as the Nehru Memorial 
Museum and Library (Delhi), 
the National Archive of India 
(Delhi), and the British Library 
(London). 

This journey has been in-
sightful and exciting, all the 
time driven with passion and 
delivered with real-world 
purpose and benefit. Central 
to our traction has been the 
role played by a large team of 
enthusiastic students (Figure 
3). In the UK at Bath Spa, 
third year dissertation stu-
dents and alumni have part-
nered with CLRG in the re-
search, for example working 
alongside staff for many 

Himalayan Research Led by BSU: Rediscovering Historical Floods in the 

Majestic Valley of the Gods 
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Figure 1: Kullu Valley: (A) India and South Asia; (b) Himachal Pradesh 

State and neighbouring areas. 



 

 

hours at the British Library. 
This co-produced research 
has enabled students to en-
gage with cutting edge issues 
and provided a springboard 
to postgraduate studies. It 
also delivers underpinning 
knowledge and networks for 
our India fieldtrip. Similarly, 
in India, staff and students 
from our partners (GB Pant 
National Institute of Himala-
yan Environment and Sustain-
able Development, Himachal 
Pradesh University, and Uni-
versity of Delhi), as well as 
BSU international alumni, 
have been central to collec-
tive efforts. Together we have 
presented and discussed our 
research findings at interna-
tional conferences (USA, UK) 
and many workshops/ semi-
nars (Canada, India, UK), in-
cluding at the RCUK-GCRF 
(Research Council UK: Global 
Challenges Research Fund) 

Global Engagement Meeting 
in Delhi in November 2017. 

 
Ongoing compilations of 
flood histories for the Kullu 
Valley, using newspaper ar-
chives, have recently been 
boosted with BSU-Indian 
partners being awarded pres-
tigious Indian-UK government 
research funding (UGC-
UKIERI) for the project HiFLO-
DAT (2018-2020). This project 
will enable: (1) Jointly deliv-
ered archive data collection 
and analysis of holdings at 
archives in Delhi and London; 
(2) Engagement with Indian 
government and NGO policy 
and practice stakeholders to 
assist India’s engagement 
with the UNISDR Sendai 
Framework for Disaster Risk 
Reduction 2015-2030; and (3) 
Wider public and academic 
engagement to share 
knowledge and forge the next 
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Figure 3: Our one team ethos (international staff, students and alum-

ni): (A) University of Delhi PhD student and BSU international alumnus 

at the Nehru Library (November 2017); (B) BSU dissertation students 

and staff at the British Library (June 2016) 

Figure 2: The hazard prone Beas River and towering Beas Kund glaci-
er/ mountain at the head of the Kullu Valley. 

A 

B 

generation of researchers.  
 
We value this opportunity to 
be able to make a difference. 
You will be able to follow this 
journey via Twitter 
(@DrRichMJohnson) and our 
forthcoming project webpage. 
 

 
Dr Esther Edwards, Dr Jim Jeffers, 
and Dr Rich Johnson (February, 
2018). 



 

 

Geographers from Bath Spa 
University were well repre-
sented at the annual confer-
ence of the Royal Geograph-
ical Society held in London in 
August 2018.  This is the larg-
est Geography conference in 
Europe, bringing together 
about 1,500 geographers 
from all over the world to 
report and discuss develop-
ments in geographical re-
search.  A contingent of three 
staff from the Geography 
team delivered a mix of re-
search papers and convened 
sessions on a variety of topics 
and issues: 

Dr Heather Winlow delivered 
an update of her research on 
‘Cartographic exchange: an-
thropometric and racial maps 
in the early twentieth centu-
ry’ in a session convened by 
the Historical Geography Re-
search Group on the theme 
of ‘Networks of Knowledge: 

Communicating Geo-
graphical Knowledge in 
the Long Nineteenth 
Century’. 

Dr Alma Clavin report-
ed on her recent re-
search on ‘Freedom, 
Care and Compassion 
in Urban Green Spaces 
– a capability frame-
work for the enhance-
ment of community 
wellbeing’ in a session 
convened by the Geog-
raphies of Leisure and 
Tourism Research 
Group on ‘Migrant Lei-
sure Spaces and Com-
munity Wellbeing’. 

Dr David Simm with a col-
league from the University of 
Gloucestershire, Dr Alan Mar-
vell, convened a session and 
presented a paper on ‘The 
emotional geographies of 
place: developing effective 
learning and teaching strate-

gies for fieldwork’.  The re-
search presentation, which 
was based on the depart-
ment’s annual fieldtrip to 
Barcelona, explored the 
transformative learning expe-
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riences that happen on inter-
national fieldwork. 

Members of BSUs Environ-
mental Humanities Research 
Centre Professor Owain Jones 

and Professor Kate 
Rigby were panel 
discussants for a ses-
sion on Geographies 
of extinction: explor-
ing the spatio-
temporal relations of 
species and death. 

Panel Speakers 

Staff Research at International Conference  of the 

Royal Geographical Society 



 

 

Christoph Woiwode, Senior 
Lecturer in Human Geogra-
phy, and External Visiting 
Professor at the Indo-German 
Centre for Sustainability 
(IGCS) at Indian Institute of 
Technology Madras (IIT 
Madras) in Chennai, was in-
vited to participate in the 
inauguration of the new 
premises of the centre on 1st 
November 2017. He also gave 
an invited talk about 
“Narratives of Sustainable 
Indian Urbanism: The Logics 
of Global and Local 
Knowledge Mobilities in 
Chennai” following the inau-
guration. At the one day sym-
posium on Sustainability: 
Issues and Challenges Indian 
and German scientists and 
scholars held lectures and 
discussed issues like energy 
transition, sustainable rural 
development and soil erosion 

with the audience. 

The IGCS was established in 
2010 by an agreement be-
tween the Indian and German 
Governments. It serves the 
cooperation between Ger-
man and Indian scientists on 
fundamental and applied 
research, teaching and train-
ing, dissemination of infor-
mation in the area of sustain-

able development. Its special 
focus is the protection of the 
environment considering wa-
ter resources, energy, land 
use and urban/rural develop-
ment, and waste manage-
ment. The Centre promotes 
the development of ideas on 
and solutions to specific local 
issues, through interdiscipli-
nary research and study pro-
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jects in these areas. 

Christoph currently maintains 
research collaboration with 
the IGCS in the areas of peri-
urbanisation in Chennai 
(www.periurban.in) and so-
cial innovation for urban sus-
tainability. 

www.igcs-chennai.org  

Symposium on Sustainability and Humanities: linking social 

values, theology and spirituality towards sustainability 

On 8th November 2017, 
Canterbury Christ Church 
University invited scholars 
to participate in this intri-
guing symposium. The 
event was organised by the 
Inter-University Sustainable 
Development Research Pro-
gramme, the World Sustain-
able Development Research 
and Training Centre and 
Canterbury Christ Church 
University to provide a fo-
rum for the humanities to 
share ongoing practices as 
part of the overall debate 
on sustainable develop-
ment in both teaching and 
research programmes. The 

event attracted more than 40 
participants from the UK, Eu-
rope and even the US and Cana-
da representing an astonishing 
array of disciplines ranging from 
theology, literature, anthropol-
ogy, sociology, economics, and 
water management to geogra-
phy, among many others. 

Besides advertising for the BSU 
taught Master course in Envi-
ronmental Humanities, Chris-
toph presented a paper co-
authored with Lalit Kishore 
Bhati, a colleague who lives in 
the intentional community of 
Auroville in India, a settlement 
that is inspired by the spiritual 
philosophy of the sage Sri Auro-

bindo. they 
investigated 
the implica-
tions of Sri 
Aurobindo’s 
Integral Yo-
ga philoso-
phy as a 
praxis of 
profound 
personal 
and collec-
tive change 
towards 
urban sustainable develop-
ment. The papers are pub-
lished by Springer in the forth-
coming “Handbook of Sustaina-
bility and Humanities: Linking 

Indo-German Centre for Sustainability (IGCS) in Chennai 

(India) celebrates Inauguration cum Symposium on 

‘Sustainability: Issues and Challenges’ 

Social Values, Theology and Spir-
ituality towards Sustainability” 
edited by Walter Leal Filho and 
Adriana Consorte-McCrea. 

http://www.periurban.in


 

 

during recruitment events. 
Get paid to improve your 
communication skills, impart 
your knowledge of, and en-
thusiasm for geography at 
BSU, and add value to your 
CV at the same time. 

Attend public lectures and 
seminars: learn more about 
current research and contem-
porary issues by attending 
lectures and seminars beyond 
your modules. These are or-
ganized by subjects across 
the university, are held regu-
larly, and are advertised on 
the BSU website. 

Be an RGS Ambassador: train 
as an ambassador for the 
Royal Geographical Society, 
and promote the benefits of 
studying geography to school 
pupils. Training is held every 
year at BSU and you will have 
an opportunity to design and 
deliver a session to a school 

There are plenty of ways to 
get involved with geography 
activities at BSU, beyond 
attending timetabled ses-
sions. Here are some exam-
ples: 

Become a StAR: represent 
your peers and help to im-
prove your course and uni-
versity. You will receive train-
ing from the Students’ Union 
and you will be required to 
act as a liaison between stu-
dents on your course and the 
geography lecturers. Your 
role involves gathering feed-
back, attending meetings 
each term and discussing new 
ideas. Find out more by vis-
iting the Students’ Union 
website and stand for elec-
tion as a Student Academic 
Representative in the autumn 
term. 

Be an Ambassador: work as a 
BSU geography ambassador 

group. The experience will 
help you to gain valuable 
transferable skills. 

Join the GeogSoc: become a 
member of the student-run 
Geography Society and get 
involved with geography-
related activities. These can 
include participating in, or 

Get Involved With Geography At BSU     

even organising, social 
events, walks and other field 
excursions, and fundraising 
activities. 

Watch out for emails and 
notices about these and oth-
er events and opportunities 
throughout the academic 
year. 

http://www.rgs.org/OurWork/Schools/Careers+and+Further+Study/Promoting+and+supporting+geography+in+your+school+or+college/Geography+Ambassador+scheme.htm
http://www.bathspasu.co.uk/

