
 

 

In 2014 I graduated from 
Bath Spa University and like 
many other graduates I 
jumped straight onto the job 
market looking for full-time 
employment. Not knowing 
exactly which direction to go, 
I applied for a variety of jobs 
which in some shape or form 
I could apply my invaluable 
geographical skills I acquired 
throughout my degree.  

In November 2014 I was em-
ployed by a locally started up 
company called Ecotricity 
with a role as Payment Pro-
cessing (Direct Debit) Assis-
tant. Founded in 1996, Eco-

tricity is a green energy sup-
plier renowned as the world’s 
first green electricity compa-
ny which kickstarted a green 
revolution. Now the company 
introduces sustainability in 
lots of new areas, from elec-
tric vehicle charging through 
to mobile service. 

Since 2014, I have recently 
been promoted to Team 
Leader and although my role 
is within finance, I am too 
contributing to a more sus-
tainable future which is re-
warding.The role has taught 
me the importance of being 
green but has also made me 

appreciate the complexities 
of working within the energy 
sector - it’s a big business to 
power your homes! 

Aside from my full-time job, I 
also work for and represent a 
North Indian company called 
Into Wild Himalaya. Based in 
the foothills of the Himala-
ya’s, IWH is a travel and tour 
company which organises 
trekking, motorcycling and 
climbing expedition groups 
for all ages. It is an exciting 
and fulfilling job that allows 
me to travel to India and 
meet various tourists both 
foreign and domestic and 
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help towards the running and 
upkeep of IWH Camps. 

I have travelled to North India 
over the last 6 years I have 
known the founder of the 
company. Primarily my role is 
administration; sorting out 
bookings, itineraries and even 
conduct map work. When 
travelling amongst the Hima-
laya’s, it requires a lot of 
planning and preparing due 
to the complex climate and 
environment, therefore maps 
are key. GIS skills I learned at 

BSU certainly aided me with 
this and I hope one day to live 
and work in India permanent-
ly and further my under-
standing of the majestic Him-
alaya’s. 

Geography involves many 
transferrable skills which em-
ployers always look out for 
and I am thankful for my de-
gree to which I can draw 
knowledge from. 

By Pollyanna O’Brian 

Over the summer break I 
completed a 10-week work 
experience placement in the 
Strategic Planning depart-
ment of Winchester City 
Council (WCC). During my 
time there I was directly in-
volved in a number of pro-
jects covering issues such as 
gypsies and travellers, the 
annual monitoring of housing 
and use classes of buildings 
across the shopping frontages 
in Winchester District.  

The gypsy and traveller ele-
ment of my placement in-
volved assisting the depart-
ment with preparations for 
the formal examination of a 
Traveller Development Plan 
Document (DPD) by the Plan-
ning Inspector. The DPD out-
lines pitch allocations for 
travelling showpeople, travel-
lers and gypsies throughout 
Winchester District. I was 
tasked with printing off docu-
ments for a ‘library’ which 
was used throughout the 
examination and got the 
chance to watch the exami-
nation itself, which took place 
over two days. During the 
examination the Planning 
Inspector scrutinised the 
DPD, asking questions to sen-
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ior members of the Strategic 
Planning team and allowed 
representatives of other inter-
ests to raise their own issues 
with the document.  

I particularly enjoyed oppor-
tunities to work out of the 
office during my placement. 
One such example was a site 
visit to several market towns 
in the District to compile an 
up-to-date spreadsheet of the 
use classes of the Districts’ 
primary shopping frontages. I 
was also able to accompany 
my head of department to a 
meeting with the parish clerk, 
to help them produce a Vil-
lage Design Statement which 
aims to give local residents 
more input on planning poli-
cy. 

The placement allowed me to 
hone a variety of skills which 
will be transferrable to the 
final year of my undergradu-
ate degree, postgraduate 
study and future employ-
ment. In particular I made 
extensive use of ArcGIS soft-
ware throughout my time at 
WCC and hope to apply what I 
learned there to my studies in 
one of my third-year mod-
ules, Development and Disas-
ters. Other skills I developed 

The author at work  
(Photo credit: Louis Hatchett)  

A 10-week work experience placement in the 

Strategic Planning department of Winchester 

City Council 

included talking to clients/
customers on the phone, use 
of document management 
systems and Microsoft Excel. 

To conclude, my placement 
was a challenging but reward-
ing experience which has 
really helped me in my ca-
reers research. I am now 
strongly considering applying 

for a masters in Town Plan-
ning over the next few 
months and look forward to 
exploring this exciting sector 
further. 

By Louis Hatchett (third year 
student) 

A Haven for Geographers - the mighty Himalayas 
(photo credit: Pollyanna O’Brian) 



 

 

Five members of the Global 
Citizenship & Identities re-
search group had a 3-day 
writing retreat at Gladstones' 
Library with a focus on migra-
tion and identity construction 
between 23-26th July, 2018. 
The GCI research group com-
prises of academics at differ-

ent stages of their careers 
working on themes including 
transnational mobility, politi-
cal activism and historical 
geography.  Dr Heather 
Winlow reviewed literature 
for her invited encyclopaedia 
entry on ‘Lamarckianism’ for 
The International Encyclope-

dia of Human Geography, 
volume 2 (Elsevier) and Dr 
Ranji Devadason analysed 
data about friendships and 
transnational social ties for a 
chapter of her monograph, 
Transnational Professionals: 
work, mobility and organisa-
tions (Policy Press). 

The Most Promising Geogra-
pher Prize (for the student 
with the highest mark in 
GE5030-40) is awarded to 
Shauna Vandermeulen 
(£100). 

The Excellence in Global De-
velopment and Sustainability 
Prize (for the GDS student 
with the highest combined 
aggregate in GE6001/6020-40 

Congratulations to the win-
ners of this year’s prizes 
awarded for excellence in 
Geography modules. 

The Best New Geographer 
Prize (for the student en-
rolled on a Geography award 
with the highest mark in 
GE4020-40) is awarded to: 

Sophie-Louise Rendell  

Helen Williams 

and GE6015-20) is awarded 
to Megan Bendall  

The Geography Project of the 
Year Prize (for the student 
with the highest mark in 
GE6001-40) is awarded to 
Megan Bendall. 

Geography Research NEWS 

Student Prizes 2017-18 
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The retreat provided an excel-

lent opportunity for interdisci-

plinary conversations and infor-

mal peer review of work-in-

progress in the scholarly and 

convivial setting of the residen-

tial library. 

 

 

The impressive Building of Gladstone’s Library (Photo credit: Heather Winlow, July 2018) 

Global Citizenship & Identities research group on retreat 

https://www.gladstoneslibrary.org/
https://www.gladstoneslibrary.org/


 

 

a Hindi language DRR film 
(https://
vimeo.com/285841577) 
which considers local 
knowledge and measures to 
develop local engagement 
in DRR. This film was shot in 
the same villages in April 
2018, so the local commu-
nities had a real connec-
tion, seeing themselves, 
family and friends on film. 
This was followed by focus 
group discussions about 
village engagement in DRR 
and importantly giving local 
people the opportunity to 
bring their own views to the 
fore. 

2) A one day workshop at 
GBPNIHESD attended by 32 
delegates (Figure 3). This 
provided a forum for fur-
ther discussion of DRR poli-
cy and practice, especially 
questions of local 
knowledge and the devel-
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Bath Spa Geography’s HRD 
Research Group (Hazard, 
Risk and Disaster) has been 
actively working in the Kullu 
District of the Indian Hima-
laya since 2013, exploring 
questions related to flood 
hazards, hydro-electric pow-
er developments, flood his-
tories, and disaster risk re-
duction enhancement. 
These are all different facets 
of the interconnected envi-
ronment-society change and 
management debate in sen-
sitive high-mountain envi-
ronments. 

In June 2018, we (Dr Esther 
Edwards and Dr Rich John-
son) were back in the Kullu 
District, to develop the lat-
est phase of our Disaster 
Risk Reduction (DRR) work. 
This enabled us to share and 
discuss with stakeholders 
our recently published Re-
gional Environmental Change 
journal article (https://
rdcu.be/L4f6: ‘Community 
vulnerability and resilience in 
disaster risk reduction: an 
example from Phojal Nalla, 
Himachal Pradesh, India’). 
Our findings call for trans-
formative shifts in DRR policy 
and practice in the region to 
bring about greater resilience 
to disasters. This research 
visit was about actively pro-
moting these ideas to deliver 
beneficial impacts for society.  

Working in partnership with 
the GB Pant National Institute 
of Himalayan Environment 
and Sustainable Development 
(GBPNIHESD, Kullu, India) and 
Kraft Films (Bangalore, India) 
our research activities com-
prised: 

1) Community meetings in 5 
mountain villages in the 
Phojal Nalla catchment 
(Figures 1 and 2) to show 

Figure 1: Travelling into high mountain villages in the Phojal Nalla catchment (A). The road stopped 

and the rest of the route was by foot (B). 

Disaster Risk Reduction in the Kullu Valley, Indian Himalaya 

A 

B 

https://vimeo.com/285841577
https://vimeo.com/285841577
https://rdcu.be/L4f6
https://rdcu.be/L4f6
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development of 
‘Village Disaster 
Management Com-
mittees’ amongst a 
wider array of 
stakeholders in-
cluding local peo-
ple and their com-
munity leaders 
(Pradhans), the 
Kullu District Dis-
aster Management 
Authority (DDMA), 
United Nations 
Development Pro-
gramme (UNDP) 
and NGOs working 
in the Disaster 
Management are-
na.  

Powerful discussions, with 
clear forward application, 
took place. Indeed, Dr Amit 
Guleria (Sub-Divisional 
Magistrate, Kullu District) 
strongly supported the in-
clusion of local knowledge 
to develop DRR awareness 
at the village level, and 
welcomed the forthcoming 
contributions of this study 
to the forward development 
of the Kullu District Disas-
ter Management Plan. In 
this vein we will be return-
ing to the Kullu District in 
October 2018. Working in 
partnership with the District 
and Himachal Pradesh 
State Disaster Manage-
ment Authorities (DDMA 
and HPSDMA) and the 

UNDP, we will showcase 
our DRR films at the inter-
nationally renowned Kullu 
Dussehra festival, attended 
by 500,000 people. This is 
designed to step-up the 
scale of our DRR contribu-
tion, bringing benefits to a 
much larger population. 

We value this opportunity 
to be able to make a differ-
ence to understanding of 
DRR in the Kullu Valley. 
You will be able to follow 
this continuing journey via 
Twitter 
(@DrRichMJohnson) and 
the HRD webpage. 

 

Dr Esther Edwards and Dr 
Rich Johnson (August, 
2018). 

Figure 3: Kullu Workshop. (A) Discussion being led by the DDMA/ UNDP; (B) Delegates at the close of the day. 

A 

B 

 
B 

Figure 2: Village meetings. Break out (A) and plenary (B) discussions in 
Kathi and Neri. 

A 
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Bath Spa Geography’s 
HRD (Hazard, Risk and 
Disaster Research 
Group) staff:  Drs Ed-
wards, Jeffers and 
Johnson, and Geogra-
phy dissertation stu-
dents Victoria Phillips 
(2017-2018) and Jess 
Seviour (2018-2019) 
enjoyed a successful 
start to the UGC-
UKIERI funded HiFlo-
DAT (Indian Himalayan 
Flood Database, for 
Disaster Risk Reduc-
tion) project in Delhi in 
June and July 2018. 
This was in association 
with our academic 
project partners, these 
being faculty and post-
graduate students 
from The University of 
Delhi, Himachal Pra-
desh University 
(Shimla) and the GB 
Pant National Institute 
of Himalayan Environ-
ment and Sustainable 
Development 
(GBPNIHESD- Kullu). 
We were also privi-
leged to have the op-
portunity to discuss 
our project activity 
with real-world practi-
tioners from Indian 
Government and NGO 
organisations (i.e. Hi-
machal Pradesh State 
Disaster Management 
Authority, District Dis-
aster Management 
Authority [Kullu] in partner-
ship with the UNDP, and Geo-
Hazards International) (Figure 
1). 

Our highlights from this re-
search trip: 

1) First, it must be said it 
was very hot, with tem-
peratures peaking at 46°
C, and growing humidity 
with the onset of the 

summer monsoon. All a 
good experience in the 
diversity of the world 
and an eye-opener to the 
challenges of daily life in 
such climatic zones. 

2) A three-day workshop at 
the University of Delhi 
International Guest 
House. Academics and 
invited delegates (n= 
>20) discussed project 

Figure 1: HiFlo-DAT Workshop at the University of Delhi. 

Research Project ‘HiFlo-DAT’ begins in New Delhi, India, June 2018 

development, so it can 
deliver credible and use-
ful results to real-world 
practitioners in the man-
agement of future disas-
ters. This included presen-
tations, film screenings, 
break-out and plenary 
sessions and formal feed-
back. Our own graduate 
student in attendance 
(Victoria Phillips) played 

an active role in 
discussions and 
workshop manage-
ment (Figure 2).  

3) Review of historical 
newspapers at the 
renowned Nehru 
Memorial Museum 
and Library (NMML, 
http://
www.nehrumemori
al.nic.in/en/) in Del-
hi (Figures 3 & 4). A 
very large amount 
of valuable data 
(88,000 pages, 
467GB) exploring 
historical floods was 
collected through 
the sustained efforts 
of the bi-lateral stu-
dent team (Victoria 
Phillips [BSU], 
Himanshu Mishra 
(DU), Nikhil Roy 
(DU), and Push-
panjali Sharma 
[HPU]). They tell us 
they had a lot of fun 
working together 
and also exploring 
Delhi - we saw the 
WhatsApp pictures! 
Congratulations to 
them, it was a genu-
inely big effort over 
a month, building 
bonds between 
themselves but also 
our respective insti-
tutions. 

This marks the beginning 
of the project, with fur-
ther bi-lateral mobility 
and data collection at 
the British Library in Lon-
don later in 2018. 

We value this opportuni-
ty to be able to make a 
difference to under-
standing of flood disas-
ter issues in the Kullu 
Valley. You will be able 
to follow this continuing 

Figure 2: BSU Geography graduate Victoria Phillips (far right) involved in detailed Disas-
ter Risk Reduction break-out group discussions with the DDMA/ UNDP, GBPNIHESD and 

HPU. 

http://www.nehrumemorial.nic.in/en/
http://www.nehrumemorial.nic.in/en/
http://www.nehrumemorial.nic.in/en/


 

 

journey via Twitter 
(@DrRichMJohnson) and on 
the project webpage, asso-
ciated with the HRD re-
search group. 

 

Dr Esther Edwards, Dr Rich 
Johnson and Victoria Phillips 
(August, 2018). 

Strengthening Research Directions: Hazard, Risk and Disaster Research Group  
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In Higher Education, excellent 
learning and teaching is found-
ed in strong scholarship and 
pioneering research activities. 
Research informs our 
knowledge of cutting edge 
techniques, debates and 
emerging challenges in the 
world. Sharing this expertise 
with our student community 
makes for a richer and more 
vibrant learning and teaching 
experience that ultimately 
better prepares you for your 
future careers. You are the 
next generation facing a rapid-
ly evolving, globalised work-
place and you will have to ap-
ply your developing 
knowledge and skills to an-
swer questions and solve 
problems that may arise from 
local to global scales. 

Reflecting the developing ex-
pertise and activity of BSU 
staff, the Geography team can 
announce the recent for-

mation of the ‘Hazard, Risk 
and Disaster’ (HRD) research 
group, building on pre-existing 
research specialisms and 
teams. This is a multi-
disciplinary grouping of Physi-
cal and Human Geographers, 
alongside researchers from 
other disciplines across the 
University working together to 
engage in research that chal-
lenges the complex problems 
afflicting society and environ-
ment.   

Our particular foci include: (1) 
flood event histories, dynam-
ics, impacts and responses in 
urban and mountain settings; 
(2) upland sediment system 
hazard dynamics; (3) climate 
change, variability and adapta-
tion; and (4) the diverse field 
of Disaster Risk Reduction, 
particularly in regard to the 
Indian Himalaya and Tamil 
Nadu (Southern India).  

Our approaches seek the deliv-
ery of societal impact, by: em-
bracing a spectrum of discipli-
nary to interdisciplinary meth-
ods; encouraging participation 
across the entire geography 
community (student and staff) 
alongside public engagement; 
and collaboration with industri-
al partners (in research and 
consultancy) to achieve 
knowledge of value to society. 
We apply new-cutting edge 
technologies in the capture and 
analysis of data (e.g. terrestrial 
laser scanning and UAVs), 
across a range of process envi-
ronments and heritage assets. 
We actively seek the collabora-
tion of international partners to 
build our research network and 
to widen opportunities to learn 
from other experts from differ-
ent cultures.  We encourage 
students to participate in our 
research in a variety of ways 
including collecting new data or 

processing existing data in 
their final year dissertations 
and actively engaging in re-
search activities alongside 
academic staff.  From time to 
time we invite students to 
apply to work on research 
projects and we would en-
courage you to take the op-
portunity to do this to devel-
op your own research experi-
ence.  

You will be able to follow this 
continuing journey via the 
HRD webpage, more anon! 

 

Dr Rich Johnson, Director HRD 
(August, 2018). 

Figure 3: Himanshu Mishra (left) and Nikhil Roy (right) at the 

NMML, systematically capturing archive newspaper articles. 

Figure 4: Day 1 (of many) at the NMML, here at the 

café for lunch. Very hot even in the shade! 



 

 

Understanding contemporary 
social and environmental 
challenges often requires 
insights and expertise from 
multiple academic disciplines. 
In recognition of this Geogra-
phy staff frequently collabo-
rate with colleagues from 
other disciplines in our re-
search. Dr. Jim Jeffers has 
recently participated in a 
workshop that brought to-
gether geographers and his-
torians who undertake re-
search on how communities 
can adapt to the impacts of 

disasters and climate chang-
es. The workshop entitle Cli-
mate Change Adaptation and 
History: An Interdisciplinary 
Conversation took place at 
Bielefeld University in Germa-
ny on September 11th. The 
event brought together nine 
researchers from universities 
in the United Kingdom, Ger-
many, the Netherlands, 
France and Switzerland. In 
addition to Bath Spa, re-
searchers from all of the fol-
lowing institutions were in 
attendance: King’s College 

London, University of Edin-
burgh, University of Utrecht, 
Bielefeld University, Universi-
ty of Bern, University of Bur-
gundy, University of Lincoln, 
and University of Aberyst-
wyth. The workshop provided 
a valuable opportunity for all 
those who attended to share 
insights from their field and 
archival research in a diverse 
range of locations. The 
attendees have undertaken 
research on hazards and cli-
mate impacts at locations in 
Germany, Austria, Ireland, 
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India, Mexico, The United 
Kingdom and Greenland 
among others. They dis-
cussed the importance and 
value of historically informed 
approaches in helping us to 
contextualise current and 
future climate change im-
pacts, the challenges these 
create for local communities, 
and the ways in which re-
search on these topics can be 
developed to inform policy 
and practice.  

Research Visit at the Indo-German Centre for Sustainability in Chennai 

In his role as external Vis-

iting Professor at the IGCS/ 

in Chennai, India, Dr. Chris-

toph Woiwode was visiting 

the Indian Institute of Tech-

nology Madras campus 

from August 3-13. During 

his stay Christoph interact-

ed with faculty members of the 

Dep. of Social Sciences and Hu-

manities to explore options for 

further research collaborations 

in the two areas of peri-

urbanisation and inner transi-

tions to sustainability. Being a 

co-convenor of the upcoming 

“Indo-German Dialogue for 

Green Urban Practices: Educa-

tion, Learning, Training, and 

Awareness for Sustainable De-

velopment”, which is funded 

by the German Academic Ex-

change Service (DAAD) and will 

take place in Freiburg in No-

The City of Chennai (Photo Credit: C. Woiwode) 

Climate Change Adaptation and History: An interdisciplinary 

conversation - Research Workshop 

vember, Christoph used this 

time to coordinate prepara-

tions for the event and suc-

cessfully raise additional 

funds with the German Con-

sulate General in Chennai. 



 

 

International Sustainability Transitions Conference 2018 

Dr. Christoph Woiwode presented a paper ‘We are all humming 
birds’: Individual and collective transformations towards sustaina-
ble lifestyles and consumption in urban India (Bangalore and 
Chennai) (co-authored with Sathish Selvakumar, Indian Institute 
of Human Settlements, Bangalore) at the IST Conference on Re-
configuring Consumption and Production Systems, June 11-14, in 
Manchester. 

IGCS Summer School 

The Indo-German Centre for Sustainability (IGCS) at RWTH Aa-
chen University, Germany, conducted its annual Summer School 
from July 14-25 this year on “Coastal and River Hazards & Man-
agement strategies”. Dr. Christoph Woiwode was invited to hold 
a workshop on ‘Environment, Water and Conflict in India’. By 
using three case studies from India, this interactive workshop 
explored selected methods of conflict resolution. Indian and Ger-
man participants played an active role in studying case studies 
from India by applying conceptual approaches to conflict resolu-
tion and mediation techniques in several working groups. 
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Work, Employment & Society conference in Belfast 

Dr Ranji Devadason presented a paper at the Work, Em-
ployment & Society conference in Belfast, 12-14th Septem-
ber on 'Performing Professional Identity in Transnational 
Social Spaces' drawing on her research about executives 
who relocate for their jobs. 

Geography Staff at Conferences and Events 

Dubai (photo credit: R. Devadason) Ahmedabad River Front Development, India 

(photo credit: C. Woiwode) 

Recent Research Publications by Geography Staff 
Devadason, R. (2017). 'The Golden Handcuffs: choice, compliance and relocation amongst transnational professionals', Journal of Eth-

nic and Migration Studies October, 2017 43(13): 2265-82: 

http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/1369183X.2016.1260444 

Devadason, R. (2017). 'Transnational Repertoires: Making yourself at home on the move' in J.Eade and C.Rumford (Eds.) Re-living the 
Global City, London: Routledge. 

Johnson, R.M, Edwards, E, Gardner, J.S and Diduck, A.P (2018) 'Community vulnerability and resilience in disaster risk reduction: an ex-
ample from Phojal Nalla, Himachal Pradesh, India.' Regional Environmental Change. ISSN 1436-3798  

Diduck, A.P, Johnson, R.M, Edwards, E, Sinclair, A.J, Gardner, J.S and Patel, K (2018) 'Impact assessment, small hydro and environmental 
justice in India.' In: IAIA18 Conference Proceedings - Environmental Justice in Societies in Transition: 38th Annual Conference of the 
International Association for Impact Assessment, 16-19 May 2018, Durban, South Africa. IAIA. 

Roberts, D., M. Law, et al. (2018). Recent Investigations at Two Long Barrows and Reflections on their Context in the Stonehenge World 
Heritage Site and Environs, Internet Archaeology 47. https://doi.org/10.11141/ia.47.7 

Marvell, A. & Simm, D. (2018) Emotional geographies experienced during international fieldwork: an evaluation of teaching and learning 

strategies for reflective assessment. Journal of Geography in Higher Education. https://doi.org/10.1080/03098265.2018.1460806  

Simm, D. & Marvell, A. (2017) Creating global students: opportunities, challenges and experiences of internationalizing the Geogr aphy 

curriculum in Higher Education.  Journal of Geography in Higher Education, 41(4), 467-474. http://

dx.doi.org/10.1080/03098265.2017.1373332 

Sullivan, S. (2018). Making nature investable: from legibility to leverageability in fabricating ‘nature’ as ‘natural capital’. Science and 
Technology Studies 31(3): 47-76.  open access at https://sciencetechnologystudies.journal.fi/article/view/58040/27301 

Woiwode, C. and L. K. Bhati (2018). Enabling transformative urban development for integral sustainability: a case for tapping the potential 

of Sri Aurobindo's philosophy in planning practice and theory” In: Leal Filho, Walter and Consorte-McCrea, Adriana (eds.) Handbook 

of Sustainability and Humanities. Springer, Cham, Switzerland, pp. 35-55. 

http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/1369183X.2016.1260444
http://researchspace.bathspa.ac.uk/10863/
http://researchspace.bathspa.ac.uk/10863/
http://researchspace.bathspa.ac.uk/10863/
http://researchspace.bathspa.ac.uk/11407/
http://researchspace.bathspa.ac.uk/11407/
http://researchspace.bathspa.ac.uk/11407/
https://doi.org/10.11141/ia.47.7
https://doi.org/10.11141/ia.47.7
https://doi.org/10.1080/03098265.2018.1460806
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/03098265.2017.1373332
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/03098265.2017.1373332
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/03098265.2017.1373332
https://sciencetechnologystudies.journal.fi/article/view/58040/27301


 

 

during recruitment events. 
Get paid to improve your 
communication skills, impart 
your knowledge of, and en-
thusiasm for geography at 
BSU, and add value to your 
CV at the same time. 

Attend public lectures and 
seminars: learn more about 
current research and contem-
porary issues by attending 
lectures and seminars beyond 
your modules. These are or-
ganized by subjects across 
the university, are held regu-
larly, and are advertised on 
the BSU website. 

Be an RGS Ambassador: train 
as an ambassador for the 
Royal Geographical Society, 
and promote the benefits of 
studying geography to school 
pupils. Training is held every 
year at BSU and you will have 
an opportunity to design and 
deliver a session to a school 

There are plenty of ways to 
get involved with geography 
activities at BSU, beyond 
attending timetabled ses-
sions. Here are some exam-
ples: 

Become a StAR: represent 
your peers and help to im-
prove your course and uni-
versity. You will receive train-
ing from the Students’ Union 
and you will be required to 
act as a liaison between stu-
dents on your course and the 
geography lecturers. Your 
role involves gathering feed-
back, attending meetings 
each term and discussing new 
ideas. Find out more by vis-
iting the Students’ Union 
website and stand for elec-
tion as a Student Academic 
Representative in the autumn 
term. 

Be an Ambassador: work as a 
BSU geography ambassador 

group. The experience will 
help you to gain valuable 
transferable skills. 

Join the GeogSoc: become a 
member of the student-run 
Geography Society and get 
involved with geography-
related activities. These can 
include participating in, or 

Get Involved With Geography At BSU     

even organising, social 
events, walks and other field 
excursions, and fundraising 
activities. 

Watch out for emails and 
notices about these and oth-
er events and opportunities 
throughout the academic 
year. 

http://www.rgs.org/OurWork/Schools/Careers+and+Further+Study/Promoting+and+supporting+geography+in+your+school+or+college/Geography+Ambassador+scheme.htm
http://www.bathspasu.co.uk/

