
In April this year, 23 students 
and two Geography staff (Dr. 
Rich Johnson and Dr. Esther 
Edwards) embarked on a 
twelve day integrated Geog-
raphy field trip to the Punjab 
and Himachal Pradesh re-
gions of Northern India, as 
part of the new Level 5 mod-
ule ‘Geographical Field-
work’ (GE5025-20).  We flew 
to Delhi and then drove on to 
Dehradun overnight by coach 
to visit the Wadia Institute for 
Himalayan Geology where we 
were introduced to the geolo-
gy and geomorphology of the 
Himalayan region, and how 
this interacts with people and 
place in terms of the hazards 
and risks experienced as part 
of everyday life.  

From Dehradun we travelled 
by coach to Chandigarh, Pun-
jab’s capital city. Although 
long, the journey was exciting 
as we passed through count-
less villages; farmers and 
their families out cutting 
wheat by hand and the wom-
en making fuel bricks from 
dung, stacked in perfect 
domed mounds to dry and 
then covered in a smooth 
layer of dung for storage.  A 
highlight of the visit to Chan-
digarh was the famous rock 
garden built in secret by Nek 
Chand from the rubble of 
villages destroyed to make 
way for the new city.  The 
garden is home to hundreds 
of sculptures made from re-
cycled materials and is now 
open to the public, attracting 

visitors from all over the 
world.  We visited the garden 
in the cool of dusk, - a wel-
come relief from the heat of 
the day.  

Commissioned, and strongly 
supported by Prime Minister 
Nehru, following partition 
and independence, Chandi-
garh was designed in the 
1950s by the famous archi-
tect, Le Corbusier. The city is 
organised on a grid system.  It 
is home to more than 1 mil-
lion people and is one of the 
richest cities in India. Here, 
we studied urban design and 
land use.  It was hot, dusty, 

noisy, fun and a challenging 
day for data collection:  Iced 
tea and cold drinks in the 
hotel bar afterwards were 
appreciated by one and all! 

The next leg of our trip was 
from Kalka to Shimla on the 
‘Toy Train’ - the narrow 
gauge railway through the 
foothills of the Himalayas.  
The 96 km journey begins at 
Kalka where the track rises 
from 640 metres to 2,060 
metres at Shimla.  Squeezed-
in like sardines with our bag-
gage, we spent a cramped 
but exciting few hours 
through breathtaking land-
scapes up to the summer 
capital of the Raj. 

At Shimla we studied the im-
pacts of the legacy of the past 
on the present and then po-
tential impacts on the devel-
opment of the future. We 
paid a visit to the Viceroy’s 
Lodge before taking lunch in 
an old colonial and rather 
classy hotel, and afterwards 
we recorded activity in the 
present-day bustling market-
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StARs 2012-13 

Thank you to this year’s Student 
Academic Representatives (StARs) 
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to continually improve Geography at 
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Level 5: 
Carl Greenman 
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Level 4: 
Laila Bouazzaten 
James Couzens 
Bronwen Moses 
Flo Neave 
Caroline Newton 
Katherine Rolle 
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place that is a tourist honey-
pot.  Next day was spent with 
students from Himachal Pra-
desh University in Shimla.  
Their help and experience 
was invaluable in gaining an 
understanding of the tourist 
facilities available in the 
town, and they were great 
fun!  The students lost no 
time in befriending each oth-
er on Facebook! 

Another long day’s travel 
through the mountains took 
us to our final destination 
near Manali where we stayed 
at Manali Cottages with spec-
tacular views of the snow 
covered peaks. At the village 
of Phojal we investigated the 
impacts of catastrophic flood-
ing of the mountain stream 
(Phojal Nalla) looking first at 
the channel morphology and 
sediment distribution to build 
a picture of past flood events 
and then into the village to 
talk to residents who had first 
hand experience of the most 
recent major flood event in 
1994, when several people 
lost their lives, 
and others lost 
all of their 
property and 
their harvest of 
apples and 
pears. There 
were some 
fairly exciting 
river crossings 
and boulder 
hopping was a 
necessary pas-
time enjoyed 
by all!   

In Phojal village there was 
no shortage of local chil-
dren eager to have their 
photographs taken and we 
spent a happy afternoon 
talking to local residents, 
shopkeepers, teachers, old 
ladies, children and the 
head of the village, all of 
whom were delighted to tell 
their own story. We hope to 
build this into a ‘digital story’ 
for the people of the Phojal 
Nalla catchment and to build 
upon it in the years to come.  

And finally, we went on a half
-day trek in the mountains – 
reward for all of the hard 
work during the previous two 
weeks – spectacular scenery, 
plenty of fresh air and a 
chance to unwind! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“It’s been a brilliant 

two weeks. I have 

learned a lot about 

Indian culture, 

development and 

the physical 

environment” 
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“Definitely an 

amazing 

experience—loved 

every minute of it, a 

lot packed in and 

ready to go home 

now!” 



John Robb remembers, some-
times. 

The past is a foreign country. 
When I arrived at Bath Col-
lege of Higher Education in 
1990 it was proper different! 
Firstly, moving from West 
London to this haven of rus-
ticity, the soundtrack was 
unfamiliar. Lamb moo and 
calf baa, with pheasants 
providing the bass line to last-
minute lecture writing. Sec-
ondly the college was smaller 
and less formalized. First 
years came in on Mondays, 
second years appeared on 
Wednesdays and third years 
showed up on Thursdays. 
Everything stopped for coffee 
and tea breaks in the Newton 
café. Sherry was available in 
the Staff Room, apparently.  

There were four Geography 
staff and 60 students, all tak-

ing education or combined 
awards. We offered only six 
‘units’, one physical and one 
human in each year. The in-
take of forty in that first year 
was reckoned to be vast, 
practically unteachable. 
There was no Geography de-
gree, nor, I was told, any real 
hope of having one. My previ-
ous employer became 
Thames Valley University in 
1992. I was beginning to won-
der if I’d made the right deci-
sion! 

I needn’t have worried. The 
Modular Scheme arrived in 
1994, enabling us to put on 
enough options to offer BSc 
Geography. Students could 
take ‘Advanced Level’ mod-
ules in either second or third 
year, an interesting idea. My 
passion for landscape archae-
ology was given expression in 

consecutive 
options shared 
with Paul Da-
vies, Heather 
Winlow and 
latterly Matt 
Wilkins. I 
‘nostalgify’ 
with recollec-
tions of sunny 
weekends 
measuring 
Bronze Age 

houses and stone rows 
on Dartmoor, pub semi-
nars and the legendary 
annual visit to Avebury, 
most recently dignified 
by druidical presence, 
thanks to Matt.  

Esther, Andy, Becky, 
Mark, Heather, Dave 
and Rich, ably aided by 
Matts Law and Wilkins 
in the last year, have all 
joined since I did. Each 
has brought new 
strengths and interests, 
quickly coalescing into 
an effectual and innova-
tive team, and doubling the 
staff roster into the bargain. 
As the college ugly duckling 
metamorphosed into a mod-
ern university so has Geogra-
phy expanded, diversified and 
prospered by the synergy of 
these energetic academics, 
and the attainments of our 
students. New modules and 
degrees, new assessment 
methods, more exciting field 
destinations, research and 
publishing ventures, stronger 
links forged with key part-
ners. Obviously the average 
age of the subject staff has 
fallen as these talents arrived 
and I somehow earned the 
soubriquet, ‘Grandpa Geog’.  

The Most Promising Geogra-
pher Prize (for the student 
enrolled on a Geography 
award with the highest mark 
in GE5001-40) is awarded to 
Carl Greenman. 

The Geography Project of the 
Year Prize (for the student 
with the highest mark in 
GE6001-40 or GE6010-40) is 
awarded to Peter Bridge and 
Richard Simpson. 

Congratulations to the win-
ners of this year’s prizes 
awarded for excellence in 
Geography modules. 

The Best New Geographer 
Prize (for the student en-
rolled on a Geography award 
with the highest mark in 
GE4001-40) is awarded to 
Lydia (Flo) Neave. 

 

The Excellence in Develop-
ment Geography Prize (for 
the Development Geography 
student with the highest 
combined aggregate in 
GE5011-20 and GE5025-20) is 
awarded to Alice (Fran) 
Lloyd. 

BSU Geography: The Last Twenty Years 

Student Prizes 2012-13 
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Now, having been through four 
periodic reviews, semesteriza-
tion, de-semesterization, no 
fees to £9000 fees, college to 
university, 35mm slides to Mi-
nerva, via two faculties and two 
schools, this ol’ Grandpa Geog 
is taking his leave. I do so with 
great optimism for the future of 
BSU Geography because it is in 
excellent hands, and more than 
double the 1990 total of stu-
dents taking a range of contem-
porary, engrossing and career-
relevant pathways. Things are 
on the up for BSU, literally, in 
terms of exciting new buildings, 
and the Geographers, as ever, 
are going places!  



Late March into April, glim-
mers of spring I hear you say? 
Well like many places in the 
UK, Cumbria experienced a 
cold spell; following the sub-
stantial/ widespread snow of 
late March 2013.  

For the statistician’s amongst 
you, the Meteorological 
Office report that April 2013 
had temperatures far below 
average, a UK mean of 6.3°C 
(1.1°C below the 1981-2010 
average), so the coldest April 
since 1989, with 20% less 
than average rainfall, and 
14% more than average sun-
shine. This meant a dynamic 
and very well wrapped up 
response to fieldwork! 

As part of the new Level 5 
module ‘Geographical Field-
work’ (GE5025-20), 13 hardy 
students and three members 
of the Geography staff (Dr 
Rich Johnson, Dr Mark 
McGuinness, and Dr Andy 
Skellern) ventured to the Eng-
lish Lake District for 7 days to 
explore a plethora of themes 
related to the place (the land-
scape scientific stuff!) and the 
people (the social, cultural 
and economic stuff!). The 
students enthusiastically 
gained an appreciation of the 
interplay of these debates 
and how they are complex in 
space and time when you 
start to scratch beneath the 
surface. Our endeavours 
were supported by the first-
hand expertise of a number 
of local stakeholders, for ex-
ample the Field Studies Coun-
cil (FSC, at the Blencathra 
Centre), the Lake District Na-
tional Park Authority (Pete 
Barron), and the University of 
Cumbria.  

We could scribe a chronicle 
about our travels but here 
are the headlines of this 
learning experience: 

 Regional orientation, in-
cluding a rib boat ride on 

Lake Ullswa-
ter; 

 An appreci-
ation of local 
food heritage 
at the Jen-
nings Brew-
ery in Cocker-
mouth- real 
ale, northern 
pie and pea 
supper, and 
two birth-
days; 

 Project 
based learn-
ing of re-
search tech-
niques in 

urban and upland fell loca-
tions; 

 In field group presentation 
as part of the assessment; 

 Great accommodation and 
food at the FSC, including 
afternoon tea (cake!). 

 
The student group projects 
were the central thrust of the 
module learning and assess-
ment. Three projects were 
undertaken in Cumbria: 

World Heritage Site Status- 
To survey social attitudes 
amongst residents and visi-
tors towards on-going 
attempts to bid for World 
Heritage Site Status for the 
Lake District. 

Terrestrial Laser Scanning- 
Using our research grade 
Leica C10 laser scanner, to 
accurately survey up to 
50,000 points a second, to 
create a digital elevation 
model of an evolving land-
slide scar at Wet Swine Gill in 
the Caldbeck Fells. This ena-
bled students to contribute to 
an active research pro-
gramme at this location, 
which is quantifying ongoing 
erosion. 

Flood Reconstruction- Using 
geomorphological techniques 
to map and survey a stream 
(Grainsgill Beck) in the 
Caldbeck Fells, to reconstruct 
the magnitude and age of 
past floods. 

The fieldtrip was a great suc-
cess and offered: a research 
led approach to teaching and 
learning; opportunities to 
engage with local stakehold-
ers; a multidisciplinary con-
sideration of contemporary 
issues. Thanks to everyone, 
and we look forward to mak-
ing this opportunity available 
again to future cohorts of 
BSU Geographers! 
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A Lakeland Adventure: Field Course To Cumbria 

Students gearing up for a learning session     
 on Lake Ullswater. 

Wet Swine Gill Landslide Scar. Left: Students preparing equipment, April 2013;                                     
Right: The Leica C10 Terrestrial Laser Scanner (TLS), July 2012. 



During 2012-13, the Geogra-
phy Subject underwent a pe-
riodic review of its courses 
and modules. This review 
occurs approximately every 
five years and provides a val-
uable opportunity for stu-
dents and staff to evaluate 
the provision, and to imple-
ment changes for the next 
five years. The courses are 
scrutinised by academics and 
students from subjects across 
the University, Geography 
lecturers from other Universi-
ties, and a representative of 
relevant local employers.  

This year’s review was a great 
success, with the panel high-
lighting four areas of particu-

lar good practice. These 
were: 

 The effective way that we 
secure physical and library 
resources; 

 Our engagement with local 
employers and the local 
community; 

 Our engagement with the 
wider University Strategy in 
the enhancement of our 
own provision; 

 Our relationship with exter-
nal bodies in pursuing ac-
creditation and opportuni-
ties for professional recog-
nition. 

 
Areas to consider further 
included our procedures for 
group and peer assessment. 

We are currently reviewing 
these, with more details to 
come in the Student Hand-
books for 2013-14. 
 
As part of the review process, 
we have been introducing a 
number of changes from 
2012 onwards. These include 
new fieldtrips, new modules, 
and new courses. This evolu-
tion of Geography at BSU will 
ensure that the courses are 
appealing to students, rele-
vant for employers, and re-
sult in informed, interested, 
and highly skilled graduates. 

pened when the Mediterra-
nean Sea suffered almost 
complete desiccation, know 
as the Messinian Salinity Cri-
sis, during the Miocene about 
5.5 million years ago.  Stu-
dents will also research flash 
floods in the desert, survey 
and collect data from the 
uplifted river terraces.  There 
will also be the opportunity 
to explore the Cabo de Gata-
Níjar Natural Park, designated 
a Global Geopark in 2006, 
which is characterised by 
volcanic rock formations such 

as lava 
flows, vol-
canic 
domes and 
volcanic 
caldera.  
There are 
also Las 
Salinas de 
Cabo de 
Gata, spec-
tacular salt 
pans which 
are a Ram-

The Department is currently 
planning a new physical geog-
raphy field trip to Almería 
province, south-east Spain.  
This area of Spain is the driest 
part of the Mediterranean 
region resulting in spectacu-
lar badland landscapes.  Dur-
ing field visits to the Sorbas 
Basin and the Tabernas De-
sert, students will study the 
Quaternary physical geogra-
phy of the region, the tecton-
ic landforms produced by 
Africa colliding with Europe, 
and also discover what hap-

sar site (the Convention on 
Wetlands of 
International 
Importance) 
and frequented 
by flamingos.   
In addition to a 
series of staff-
led field activi-
ties, students 
will carry out a 
group project, 
design method-
ologies and 
sampling strat-
egies, and collect and  ana-
lyse the data.  The findings 
will be reported as part of a 
field presentation and a re-
search report.  On a lighter 
side, there is also the chance 
to experience a Spaghetti 
Western – the semi-arid land-
scape has been the backdrop 
to films such as A Fistful of 
Dollars, The Good, The Bad, 
and The Ugly, as well as Law-
rence of Arabia, and parts of 
the Indiana Jones and Mad 
Max films.   

Geography Success In Its Periodic Review  

New Physical Geography Fieldtrip To Southern Spain 
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The American Wild West comes 
to Almería © willmandy.com 

Tabernas Desert © quirkytravel.com 

New Geography 
Modules For  
2013-14 
 
Level 4: 
Investigating Earth Environ-
ments 
Global Development 
 
Level 5: 
The Enterprising Geographer 
Global Cities 
Climate Change and Sustain-
ability 
Work Placement 
 
Level 6: 
Identities and Inequalities 
Extended Work Placement 



Each year, geography stu-
dents are given the oppor-
tunity to work with local em-
ployers on industry-relevant 
dissertation projects. Organi-
sations offer specific projects 
which the students must bid 
for. If accepted, they work 
with the organisation and 
their BSU supervisor to meet 
the required remit. In 2012-
13, ten students undertook 
industry projects with six or-
ganisations: African Initia-
tives, Getmapping, the Envi-
ronment Agency, Bath and 
North East Somerset Council, 
and the Mendip Hills and 
Costwolds Areas of Outstand-
ing Natural Beauty. Here, 
three of this year’s students 
summarise their experiences.  
 
Rebecca Cook 
For my dissertation I looked 
into the accuracies of street 
level imagery and potential 
uses for Getmapping. The 
opportunity to become in-
volved in this project came 
about as a result of conversa-
tions with Andrew Skellern 
(my personal tutor) and other 
geography lecturers. The fact 
I was doing my dissertation 
for an external company gave 
me additional motivation to 
ensure that I completed it to 
the best of my ability and 
enabled me to have access to 
additional resources that 
were very beneficial but 
would not have been availa-
ble to me otherwise. I have 
subsequently heard back 
from Getmapping with feed-
back about my final disserta-
tion. This was very positive, 
which I found incredibly en-
couraging, stating that ‘the 
conclusions and recommen-
dations from this project are 
far reaching’ affecting the 
way in which CycloMedia 

street level imagery is used 
both in the UK and in South 
Africa. My dissertation with 
Getmapping has increased 
my interest in working with 
maps and analysing data, and 
has also led me to consider 
working for them in the fu-
ture should a job arise. 
 
African Initiatives 
Three students worked with 
local development NGO Afri-
can Initiatives to evaluate the 
potential for expansion of 
their activities into either 
Malawi, Zimbabwe or Zam-
bia. 
 
Juna Abrams 
This year I worked with Afri-
can Initiatives (AI), a Bristol-
based rights organisation. I 
heard about the opportunity 
through the Geography De-
partment's Dissertation Pro-
ject Event (DPE) where AI 
gave a presentation on their 
proposed project. The project 
entailed researching three 
African countries as potential 
expansion opportunities and 
then making a recommenda-
tion for the most suitable 
country. This project involved 
myself and two other geogra-
phy students, and we were 
each assigned a different 
country to assess. My experi-
ence with AI was incredibly 
positive. I think the most im-
portant opportunity that 
working with an external 
partner gave me was working 
to a professional brief in a 
professional environment. It 
was like a test-run for a fu-
ture job. In completing each 
section of the brief I learned 
more and more about how 
rights-based organisations 
function and the types of 
criteria they consider when 
taking on a project. This sum-

mer I'm working in a publish-
ing house rather than an 
NGO, but undertaking this 
project gave me soft skills 
that I've been able to apply in 
a different sector. I gained 
confidence in office etiquette 
and communication through 
interactions with employees 
at AI. Overall, I would highly 
recommend working with an 
external partner for the dis-
sertation module. 
 
Lauren Jenkins 
After developing an interest 
in the dissertation idea that 
African Initiatives presented 
at the DPE, I submitted a bid 
as to why I felt I was suitable 
and was fortunately selected 
as one of three students to 
undertake the project. This 
gave me the opportunity to 
research a country which I 
had very little knowledge of 
originally, in addition to 
learning about the important 
work which African Initiatives 
does. Working in collabora-
tion with an external party 
gave me valuable experience 
and is something that I would 
highly recommend to other 
students. It has given me an 
insight into how an organisa-
tion runs and the process it 
goes through when looking to 
expand its work. In addition 
to this, as I was originally 
struggling to narrow down 
my dissertation, working with 
African Initiatives gave me an 
idea to focus on, which is 
something I am very grateful 
for now. 
 
The next dissertation project 
event, advertising industry-
relevant dissertation projects 
will be held during induction 
week 2013. 
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Dissertation Projects With Local Employers 



On the 15th May 
2013, students en-
rolled on the module 
‘Development and 
Disasters’ (GE6015-
20) held their own 
conference at Bath 
Spa University. The 
conference wel-
comed five speakers 
from a range of or-
ganisations involved 
in humanitarian as-
sistance. Each speak-
er highlighted a 
different aspect to 
the challenge of 
providing effective 
humanitarian assis-
tance following natu-
ral disasters, or dur-

ing times of conflict.  

The first speaker was Dylan 
Winder, head of the humani-
tarian response group at the 
UK Government Department 
for International Develop-
ment (DFID). DFID are re-
sponsible for making British 
aid more effective by improv-
ing transparency, openness 
and value for money. During 
his talk, Dylan highlighted key 
contemporary challenges, 
including the growing num-
bers of refugees, the need for 
better anticipation of events 

requiring humanitarian assis-
tance, the need for more 
effective involvement of the 
private sector, and the diffi-
culty of tackling violence 
against women and girls after 
conflicts and hazard events. 

A local organisation trying to 
assist this more effective hu-
manitarian response is Search 
and Rescue Assistance in Dis-
asters (S.A.R.A.I.D). One of 
their volunteers, Chris Geake 
explained how the charity has 
responded to calls for search 
and rescue assistance during 
recent disasters in Turkey, 
India, Mexico, Palestine, Paki-
stan and Haiti. The charity is 
funded by public donations 
and staffed by a team of vol-
unteers who come from vari-
ous walks of life such as fire-
fighters, paramedics, doctors 
and structural engineers as 
well as office workers and 
builders, each bringing their 
own unique skill sets. The 
volunteers are trained and 
equipped to move in to help 
if necessary when a disaster 
strikes.  

While SARAID focuses on the 
immediate aftermath of a 
disaster, international NGO 
Tree Aid adopts a longer term 
perspective on building resili-

ence and tackling 
chronic crises. Julia 
Paulson, former em-
ployee of Tree Aid and 
now Lecturer in Educa-
tion at Bath Spa Uni-
versity, explored how 
both the famine situa-
tion in the Sahel and 
the conflict in Mali is 
affecting schooling in 
the region. It became 
clear that providing 
education to displaced 
people is problematic, 

particularly as this is per-
ceived to be a secondary con-
cern, after immediate hu-

manitarian assistance is in 
place.  

The day’s penultimate speak-
er was Dan Sparks, pro-
gramme researcher for the 
Global Humanitarian Assis-
tance (GHA) programme of 
local NGO Development Initi-
atives. Dan’s talk highlighted 
the importance of accurate 
and accessible data on hu-
manitarian aid financing, and 
the true cost and value of 
humanitarian assistance. He 
summarised various key data 
sources, but also emphasised 
the gaps in the information, 
particularly around funding 
from non-DAC sources.   

Alice Jefferson from Shel-
terbox was the last speaker of 
the day. Shelterbox is a UK-
based charity that delivers 
boxes tailored to suit a spe-
cific natural disaster. The box-
es include items such as blan-
kets, cooking equipment, 
tents, activity packs to keep 
children occupied and mos-
quito nets. Shelterbox recent-
ly responded to the needs of 
those affected by Super Ty-
phoon “Bopha” striking the 
southern Philippines. Howev-
er, Alice highlighted the po-
tential for tension as Shel-
terbox must decide who to 
prioritise and there are clear 
difficulties in providing assis-
tance to dispersed refugees, 
rather than those based in 
formal camps. 

The conference provided an 
important insight into the 
complex world of humanitari-
an assistance. Due to the di-
versity of speakers who 
attended, and the involve-
ment of the students in or-
ganising the day, the confer-
ence proved to be an unfor-
gettable, informative and 
inspiring experience. 

Page 7 GEOGRAPHY 2013 

Development And Disasters Conference 

Students discuss the UK’s role in humanitarian emergencies 
with Dylan Winder, head of DfID’s humanitarian response group 

The aftermath of the 2010 Haiti 
earthquake, requiring a coordi-
nated humanitarian response 
(By U.S. Navy photo by Mass 

Communication Specialist 3rd 
Class Matthew Jackson [Public 
domain], via Wikimedia Com-

mons) 



Alexander Cowan  
(FdSc Development Geogra-
phy, BSc Geography) 
Graduated in 2010 
Shortly after completing my 
Development Geography and 
Geography degrees at BSU I 
moved to Victoria, British 
Columbia, Canada which is on 
the Pacific coast of North 
America. I am now a perma-
nent resident of Canada and 
am eligible to apply for Cana-
dian citizenship next year. 
Roles I have undertaken since 
I moved here include being 
an Oceaneer at the Shaw 
Ocean Discovery Centre in 
Sidney, BC. My main task was 

to educate visitors about the 
local marine life of the Salish 
Sea and to spread environ-
mental awareness. In addi-
tion I have engaged in other 
projects including being a 
Park Host in Ruckle Provincial 
Park for BC Parks, I have per-
formed conservation duties in 
the Gulf Islands National Park 
with Parks Canada, I have 
observed and geolocated 
Orca (killer whale) move-
ments in the Pacific Ocean 
with Cetus Research and Con-
servation, I have made GIS 
demographic maps for the 
Victoria Car Co-Op and I was 
a Naturalist at Elk/Beaver 

Lake Regional Park with 
CRD Parks. Currently I am 
working for the local mu-
nicipal government in a 
unionised position at Es-
quimalt Parks and Recrea-
tion. I also soon plan to 
undertake further voca-
tionally based courses at 
Camosun College to 
broaden my skill base in 
Canada. I continue to be 
interested in geography 
and continue to be a keen 
traveller. 

events and reunions. Please 
make sure you let the Associ-
ation know if you change 
your address, by completing 
the relevant form. 

Do remember that you can 
also access the BSU careers 
service for three years after 
graduation, and specific sup-
port and workshops for grad-
uating students are run 
throughout the summer.  
Please visit the careers web-

For those of you graduating 
in the summer, receiving your 
certificate and attending the 
ceremony should not be the 
end of your relationship with 
BSU. With Mary Berry as its 
President, Bath Spa Universi-
ty’s Alumni Association is a 
network of over 40,000 for-
mer students and staff. The 
Association will keep you in 
touch with the latest news 
from the University and its 
alumni, and it organizes 

site for more information. 

Please also keep in touch 
with the geography team as 
we always like to hear from 
former students. Perhaps you 
will be the alumnus profiled 
in next year’s newsletter! 

Alumni News 

Alumni Association And Careers Guidance 
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Michelle Brooks  
(BSc Geography) 
Graduated in 2009 
Since completing my Geogra-
phy degree at BSU, I have 
begun a 1+3 MSc /PhD pro-
gramme at the University of 
Reading, after winning the 
open competition for a full 
studentship. The application 
was based on the research I 
completed as part of my un-
dergraduate dissertation pro-
ject at BSU. My PhD explores 
the trajectory between be-
longing and terrorism in Is-
lamic communities using an 
'auto-pictorial' methodology 
that I devised at Bath Spa to 

work across groups with vary-
ing capacity for engagement 
with social research. I have 
presented some of my re-
search at international con-
ferences in Newcastle, Lon-
don (RGS- IBG) and in the US 
(Georgia State University). I 
have recently completed a 
research project to survey 
residents of slum districts in 
Colombo, Sri Lanka, the city 
where I was born. The UN 
and Save the Children in Sri 
Lanka will be project partners 
in the research. In addition I 
also act as a referee for the 
academic journal 'Political 
Geography' and news editor 

for the online academic jour-
nal 'Geography Directions'. I 
am also Head of Research for 
Inspire, a consultancy that 
works between government 
and grass-roots organisations 
to tackle extremism in Islam-
ic communities and to em-
power Muslim women 
through education and train-
ing programmes. So, a lot has 
happened since I first began 
my Development Geography 
degree at Bath Spa but there 
is no doubt that this educa-
tion has really taken me plac-
es and opened doors in ways 
I never really imagined. At a 
time when university gradu-

ates are 
finding it 
hard to find 
employ-
ment, I feel 
lucky to 
have been 
at Bath Spa 
and to have 
been en-
couraged to 
work really hard, take every 
opportunity to experience new 
things, make the most of the 
knowledge and experience of 
my tutors, and make the most 
of my degree which has stood 
me in good stead so far.    

http://www.bathspa.ac.uk/Media/alumni/Alumni%20contact%20details%20form.pdf
http://www.bathspacareers.com/
http://www.bathspa.ac.uk/about-us/alumni
http://www.bathspacareers.com/


Snails might not seem like 
very promising animals to a 
physical geographer. Howev-
er, the fact that many of 
them are so small, that they 
don’t move very far in life 
(unless unintentionally 
helped by birds or humans), 
that they often have quite 
specific ecological require-
ments, and that they have 
hard shells which can eventu-
ally become fossilised means 
that they can be excellent 
indicators of past environ-
ments. My research looks at 
how groups of different spe-
cies of snail living at sites in 
the Western Isles have 
changed through time as a 
result of differences in cli-
mate and human activity.  

To those of us living and 
working in the verdant and 
closely managed landscape of 
the West Country, the West-
ern Isles can appear a wild 
and rugged place. Rocky sea 
lochs on the east coast rise 
dramatically into a chain of 
hills and mountains carved by 
successive ice caps from Lew-
isian gneiss – among the old-
est rocks in the British Isles. 
The gneiss gives rise to acidic 
soils, and the slopes of the 
uplands and the lowlands in 
the centre of the island are 
dominated by peaty bogs 
known locally as the black-
lands. A combination of wors-
ening climate and rising sea 
level in the third millennium 
BC led to an unstable sand 
dune system being created 
along the west coast of the 
islands. Much of this sand, 
rich in broken bits of shell, 
was blown inland, creating a 
very fertile strip of land called 
the machair. Beyond the 
machair plain and dune sys-
tem, there is only the open 

Atlantic. The Hebridean cli-
mate today is mild, windy, 
and very wet. 

The calcium-rich machair 
sand preserves snail shells 
exceptionally well, and they 
are frequently abundant in 
samples.  The stability of the 
machair has fluctuated 
throughout the Holocene, a 
reflection of periods of great-
er or lesser storm activity. 
Snails are sensitive markers 
of episodes of instability, with 
periods of stability and vege-
tative growth encouraging 
molluscan biodiversity, and 
samples usually yielding as-
semblages of 15 or more ter-
restrial species. One of the 
ways early farmers attempted 
to stabilise the machair was 
by spreading seaweed, which 
can take up to ten years to 
decompose. This practice 
leads to the presence of small 
marine gastropods within 
samples. Domestic waste, or 
midden, material was also 
spread over fields as a fertilis-
er, which attracted omniv-
orous snail species that feed 
on decaying meat. Other agri-
cultural practices, such as 
grazing, may be revealed by 
snails. Sheep graze more 
closely than cattle, and the 
resulting short-sward grass-
land favours snails that prefer 
open, relatively dry condi-
tions.  

By examining samples from 
across the islands, a picture is 
gradually emerging of how 
the climate has changed 
through periods of severe 
storminess and relative calm, 
and how people have re-
sponded to this and managed 
the land. Some of these early 
land management techniques 
are not only sustainable but 

were developed to provide 
resilience. Understanding 
how they worked provides 
insights into how to maintain 
productivity from marginal 
lands in ways that are both 
sustainable and easily acces-
sible to people in developing 
communities today in the 
face of future increases in 
climate extremes. 

Matt Law, BSU, June 2013 

For more information about  
Geography research activi-
ties, please visit the websites 
of our research groups: Com-
munities and Social Identities 
(CASI), and Changing Land-
scapes (CLRG). 

Research Update:  
Snails And Environmental Change In The Western Isles Of Scotland 
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The view south east across the blacklands to the mountains from 
the township of Dalabrog on South Uist (Source: Law)  

An assemblage of snails and 
other remains from the prehis-
toric settlement at Cill Donnain, 

on South Uist (Source: Law) 

http://www.ssmbathspa.com/research/communities-and-social-identities
http://www.ssmbathspa.com/research/changing-landscapes-research-groupC:/Users/user/Documents/$RECYCLE.BIN


during recruitment events. 
Get paid to improve your 
communication skills, impart 
your knowledge of, and en-
thusiasm for geography at 
BSU, and add value to your 
CV at the same time. 

Attend research seminars: 
learn more about current 
research in geography by 
attending sessions in the 
Research Seminar Series. 
These are held every few 
weeks and are open to all. 

Be an RGS Ambassador: 
train as an ambassador for 
the Royal Geographical 
Society, and promote the 
benefits of studying geog-
raphy to school pupils. 
Training is held every year 
at BSU and you will have 
an opportunity to design 
and deliver a session to a 
school group. The experi-
ence will help you to gain 

There are plenty of ways to 
get involved with geography 
activities at BSU, beyond 
attending timetabled ses-
sions. Here are some exam-
ples: 

Become a StAR: represent 
your peers and help to im-
prove your course and uni-
versity. You will receive train-
ing from the Students’ Union 
and you will be required to 
act as a liaison between stu-
dents on your course and the 
geography lecturers. Your 
role involves gathering feed-
back, attending meetings 
each term and discussing new 
ideas. Find out more by vis-
iting the Students’ Union 
website and stand for elec-
tion as a Student Academic 
Representative in the autumn 
term. 

Be an Ambassador: work as a 
BSU geography ambassador 

valuable transferable skills. 

Join the GeogSoc: become a 
member of the student-run 
Geography Society and get 
involved with geography-
related activities. These can 
include participating in, or 
even organising, social 
events, walks and other field 

News From The Geography Society 

Get Involved With Geography At BSU 

excursions, and fundraising 
activities. 

Watch out for emails and 
notices about these and oth-
er events and opportunities 
throughout the academic 
year. 

In the last year, the GeogSoc has become increasingly active. We 
have organised nights out in town, an event around the Wales/
England rugby match, pub trips and more—all for your benefit. We 
are also aiming to organise informal lectures from the geography 
tutors, focusing on their latest research activities, or topics of par-
ticular contemporary relevance. 

Whether you are studying Geography on its own or something 
related (Combined, Global Development and Sustainability etc), 
the GeogSoc is totally yours. Suggestions for activities are always 
welcome, and can be made to the committee, who organise 
events and coordinate the society. The committee for 2012-13 
comprised Fran Lloyd (President), Naomi Moody (Vice President), 
Scott Aldham (Treasurer), Aletia Shaw (RAG Officer) and Brigitte 
Rowe (Social Secretary). 

Elections for next year’s committee open in the second week of 
term—anyone can put themselves forward. If you would like to be 
involved but don’t particularly want the responsibility of being on 
the committee, then just buddy up with someone who is and whis-
per suggestions in their ear. Either way, look out for the election 
date and get yourself along to the SU on the chosen night to drink, 
have a natter and vote.  

Fran Lloyd, GeogSoc President 2012-13. 

http://www.rgs.org/OurWork/Schools/Careers+and+Further+Study/Promoting+and+supporting+geography+in+your+school+or+college/Geography+Ambassador+scheme.htm
http://www.bathspasu.co.uk/

