
 

 

Readers may recall in the 
inaugural issue of the BSU 
Geography Newsletter (Issue 
1: 2013) when we reported 
on the first student field visit 
to Northern India in 2013; 
well, the India adventure has 
continued apace and the 
2013-2014 academic year has 
had an exciting, successful 
and rich diet of all things Indi-
an. So as we now reflect, it is 
fair to say that whilst the tec-
tonic uplift of the Himalayas 
continues and Indian devel-
opment strives on, so does 
BSU Geography activity in the 
region.  It is therefore a won-
derful opportunity to be invit-
ed to share highlights from 
our journey with you. At the 
outset we should say thanks, 
or more fittingly 
‘dhanyavaad’ (thank you in 
Hindi) to all those people we 
have met, worked with, who 
have supported us, and been 
part of this mutual adven-
ture. 
 
The Kahani Collection: Books 
for Northern India  
Following the success and 
excitement of the April 2013 
fieldtrip with 23 BSc GDS and 
Geography students, we all 
wanted to give something 
back to the local communities 
who made our time there so 
rewarding and insightful. So 
with the support of Mr Tars 
Sandhu (GeoIndia: our UK 
tour partners), the BSU Stu-
dent Union, the BSU Geogra-
phy Society, the Dean of SEE, 
and the Vice-Chancellors 
Office- the BSU India book 

collection sprang 
into life. Between 
September 2013 
and January 2014 
we managed to 
collect 283 
books, each in-
scribed with a 
personal mes-
sage to a child. In 
April this year, 
Tars delivered 
these books to 
the children in 
the Sahauli Vil-
lage School in the 
Punjab. The 
school is delight-
ed with their 
books and Surin-
der Singh Litt, has 
said:  "all of the 
teachers and kids 
are really happy 
with the books, 
and really proud 
that schools [universities] 
from England know about 
their school. The books have 
really been a great encour-
agement to the children in 
their studies.  It has also in-
spired the school and staff in 
other areas, and recently the 
school has for the first time 
set up a music band and set 
up a football team who have 
played at district level."  This 
initiative has now featured in 
the BSU Space Magazine, the 
BSU webpage, and the Now 
Bath Website. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Phojal Nalla: A ‘Digital Story’ 
of Catastrophic Flooding and 
Community Resilience in the 
Indian Himalaya 
Geography Staff (Dr Esther 
Edwards and Dr Rich John-
son), with funding  
support from the School of 
Society, Enterprise and Envi-
ronment (SEE), embarked on 
a research project involving 
post-graduate students from 
BSU Creative Writing (Jess 
Butterworth, Alyssa Hol-
lingsworth, and Pushpam 
Kumar) and BSU Geographers 
(Vickie Heyworth, Flo Neave, 
and Brigitte Rowe). Using 
research data collected by 
Esther and Rich from a field 
visit to Himachal Pradesh in 
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StARs 2013-14 

Thank you to this year’s Student 
Academic Representatives (StARs) 
for all their hard work in helping us 
to continually improve Geography at 
BSU.  

The StARs for 2013-14: 
 
Level 6: 
Carl Greenman 
Alice (Fran) Lloyd 
Alys Probert 
Cathy Dowty 
 
Level 5: 
Lydia (Flo) Neave 
Ed Stevens 
Rob McStravick 
 
Level 4: 
Tino Kainga 
Emma (Polly) Thompson 
Dannielle Greenaway 
Scott Thomas 
Nicole Kenny 
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ties of our staff in Geography, 
as research is a driver of new 
knowledge which not only 
benefits the calibre of the 
teaching/learning experience 
but also brings wider benefi-
cial impacts for society. Dr 
Esther Edwards and Dr Rich 
Johnson have been develop-
ing their India research which 
explores the scientific and 
social-scientific impacts of 
floods and landslides in Kullu 
Valley Himalayan mountain 
catchments. They have had a 
busy and very promising year, 
including: (1) Research data 
collection in India during Oc-
tober (2013) and April (2014) 
undertaking interviews with 
local stakeholders; field re-
connaissance and mapping in 
the mountains, and archive 
searches across Northern 
India (Delhi, Chandigargh, 
Jalandhar, Shimla and Kullu)
(2) Publication of a book 
chapter with colleagues in 

Canada and India entitled: 
‘Village Heritage and Resili-
ence in Damaging Floods and 
Debris Flows, Kullu Valley, 
Indian Himalaya’- this will be 
published in late 2014, in the 
prestigious Heritage Matters 
Series, a collaboration be-
tween Newcastle University 
and the publisher Boydell & 
Brewer; (3) Planning detailed 
research opportunities with 
the University of Manitoba, 
Winnipeg, Canada. This is 
about developing new collab-
orative research questions, 
acquiring substantial funding, 
and delivering real-world 
outputs for both academia 
and the local communities. 
 

A Great 2014 Geography 
Student Fieldtrip 
Last, but not least, 30 stu-
dents took part in the 
‘Geographical Fieldwork’ 
module in 2013-2014. This 
involved a long lead-in to sort 
out the joys of Indian Visa 
applications, and a host of 
other logistics, alongside 
formative and summative 
academic preparations. 
Hence, we certainly do the 
work (Rich would have it no 
other way!), but also have 
lots of fun along the way. For 
the first time this involved a 
Curry night in Bath for the 
2012-2013 cohort to share 
their experiences with the 
2013-2014 cohort, and of 
course to get a taste for Indi-
an cuisine- British style! Yes, a 
few students did keep us very 
entertained that evening- 
they know who they are and 
why!?  But to the big culmina-
tion- our April-May 2014 trip 
to Northern India. The stories 
and adventures are many; 
the days were long; the tem-
peratures high; conditions 
dusty, colourful and aromatic 
shall we say; and food, well 
that is always a topic of de-
bate! We experienced so 
much based in our three cho-
sen centres: Chandigarh (post
-partition urban planning on 
the Plains); Shimla hill station 
(British Colonial legacies, live-
lihoods, and tourism)- work-
ing closely with staff and stu-
dents from HPU; and in the 
dramatic Kullu Valley 
(mountain flood hazard, risk, 
vulnerability-resilience, 
alongside community herit-
age themes). As they say a 
picture is worth a thousand 
words: we leave you with 
some photographic highlights 
of the 2014 India Fieldtrip.  
 
Thanks again to all, and we 
hope to tell you more about 
developments another time!  
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October 2013, alongside 
archival searches in the UK, 
the student team set about 
their self-led project. They 
extended our research liter-
ature database- which was 
no easy job, and creatively 
produced three thought-
provoking digital videos that 
tell the story of a cata-
strophic 1994 monsoon sea-
son flood and its aftermath. 
This multi- disciplinary, cross
-academic level venture has 
been a great learning expe-
rience for all participants, 
and shows the creativity and 
enterprise of the teaching-
research nexus here at Bath 
Spa University. It has provid-
ed a spring board for a 
whole series of outreach 
events, to talk both about 
the story, and also the pro-
cess (pedagogy) of creating 
the story, involving: (1) Two 
public lecturers to the Bath 
Royal Literary & Scientific 
Institution in conjunction 
with the Royal Geographical 
Society (RGS) (November 
2013 and June 2014); (2) 
Higher Education Academy- 
National Workshop on Crea-
tivity & Sustainability, Bath 
(March 2014); (3) An invited 
lecture to the Himachal Pra-
desh University, Academic 
Staff College Environmental 
Science conference series, 
Shimla (April 2014); (4) Cre-
ative Sparks activity at ‘The 
Commons’ opening ceremo-
ny (BSU’s impressive new 
academic building) (June 
2014); and (5) RGS-IBG An-
nual International Confer-
ence, London (August, 
2014).  
 

Building BSU Geography 
India Research Profile & 
Capacity 
Whilst we pride ourselves 
on our teaching perfor-
mance and environment at 
Bath Spa, it is equally im-
portant to celebrate the 
research activity and abili-
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Geography has been at the 
heart of developments with 
international partners that 
share expertise around the 
world. Our partnership with 
Himachal Pradesh University in 
India continues to develop and 
supports our second year field 
activities in the area. Another 
important aspect of the part-
nership with HPU involves the 
invitation for Indian academics 
to contribute to our pro-
grammes. In the next three 
years, two colleagues from 
HPU will join the Department 
for a while during Autumn 
term. These specialists will 
contribute their local expertise 
in environmental change, land-
scape management and social 
and environmental impacts of 
climate change. They will co-
teach aspects of relevant mod-
ules with our team and will 
continue to develop a joint 
research agenda in Environ-
mental Change.   A similar part-
nership has been established 
with the brilliantly named Uni-
versity of Sunshine Coast. USC 

is in Queensland, Australia 
and they have very similar 
courses to our own. Follow-
ing an initial visit by Dr Mark 
McGuinness in October 
2013, it has been agreed that 
we will launch an academic 
exchange programme, with 
each department swapping 
academic experts for short 
teaching exchanges. The first 
exchange happens this year, 
with Dr Jim Jeffers visiting 
USC in August to teach on 
their International Develop-
ment programme.  USC's 
Pacific Island specialist Har-
riot Beasley joins us in De-
cember and we look forward 
to introducing her to you all. 
As well as the enhancement 
of our global curriculum, 
students will benefit from 
wider student exchange op-
portunities between USC and 
other Australian universities.  

New International Partnerships to Benefit Geography  
and Global Development Students   

Mark meets some friendly local wildlife at USC, Oct 2013 

BSU Geography: Staffing Updates 

Dr Mark McGuinness named 
Associate Dean of School 
In February 2014, Mark 
McGuinness (Head of Depart-
ment and Human Geographer) 
was made the Associate Dean 
of the School of Society, Enter-
prise and Environment. This is 
a new role which the University 
has introduced to assist 
Schools to drive forward devel-
opments within Schools that 
will enrich and enhance the 
student experience. Mark ex-
plains the role: "I'm asked to 
work across the School to 
champion particular projects. 
I've already been asked to lead 

on vital curriculum develop-
ments and all matters to do 
with enhancement of the 
student experience in the 
School, so it is a very ener-
getic area! Already, with 
colleagues across the School, 
I have developed new cours-
es at undergraduate and 
postgraduate level, which 
will give current and future 
students greater choice of 
what to study here at BSU. I 
have also been asked to take 
forward a really exciting 
agenda that will give stu-
dents a wider, more interna-
tional curriculum with great-

er study abroad and interna-
tional work placements op-
portunities, plus global per-
spectives built into every 
course. All the research sug-
gests that the graduate la-
bour market is increasingly 
global with employers look-
ing for specialists who can 
work across cultures and 
markets, so we know that a 
global curriculum enhances 
career prospects". 
 
Matt Wilkins stayed on for a 
second year 
The team would like to thank 
Matt Wilkins for his energy, 

enthusiasm and commit-
ment to the teaching of 
geography as BSU for the 
second year in a row (a sec-
ond maternity cover!). This 
year Matt joined us in a full-
time capacity as a lecturer 
in human geography. He 
contributed to a number of 
modules in the programme, 
across all levels. He also 
coordinated the second 
year core module The Enter-
prising Geographer. Matt 
has now completed his con-
tract and we wish him all 
the very best for the future.  

Page 3 



 

 

Dr Jim Jeffers joined the  
Geography team   
I joined the staff at Bath Spa 
as a Lecturer in Human Geog-
raphy in October 2013, hav-
ing previously taught at the 
University of Strathclyde 
(Glasgow) and at Rutgers Uni-
versity (New Jersey, USA) 
where I completed my Ph.D. 
in Geography in the summer 
of 2011.  

I originally hail from the north 
west of Ireland and prior to 
undertaking my Ph.D. I stud-
ied geography and law at the 
National University of Ireland, 
Galway where I obtained 
B.A., LL.B. and LL.M. degrees. 
Moving from Strathclyde to 
BSU has meant exchanging an 
urban city centre campus for 
the rural beauty of Newton 
Park but that has been just 
one of many changes in what 
has been an exciting and chal-
lenging nine months.  

My teaching this year has 
proved to be diverse and in-
teresting as I have had the 
opportunity to contribute to 
seven different modules 
across all three years of our 
degree programmes. Mod-
ules such as Climate Change 
and Sustainability and Global 
Cities gave me the opportuni-

ty to introduce BSU students 
to my research on climate 
change adaptation, natural 
hazards and processes of so-
cio-economic change in cities. 
Helping to lead the Advanced 
Geographical Fieldwork trip 
to Barcelona (with colleagues 
Dave Simm and Heather 
Winlow) provided a very en-
joyable chance to learn new 
teaching techniques and ap-
proaches in an exciting and 
dynamic city, as well as a 
chance to get to know our 
third year students a little 
better.   In addition to the 
Barcelona trip I have also had 
a number of other opportuni-
ties for international travel 
since arriving at BSU. In re-
cent months I have presented 
my research at the Associa-
tion of American Geogra-
phers Annual Meeting in 
Tampa Florida and at the 
Conference of Irish Geogra-
phers in Dublin, while in Au-
gust I will travel to the Uni-
versity of the Sunshine Coast 
in Queensland Australia to 
give a series of guest lectures 
and research seminars.  

My research interests focus 
on climate change adaptation 
and flood risk management in 
cities. I examine how 

knowledge and information 
about climate and hazards is 
used by local decision-makers 
and how their experiences of 
hazards and disasters shapes 
their decision-making. I am 
also interested in the rela-
tionships between economic 
development and environ-
mental policy, as well as the 
factors that shape the vulner-
abilities of local populations 
to disasters. My research to 
date has been based in Ire-
land and focused on the cities 
of Dublin, Cork and Galway. 
However in the years ahead I 
plan to examine these issues 
in the UK and in other coun-
tries in both the developing 
and developed world. As the 
events of this past winter 
demonstrate, unfortunately 
we still have a lot to learn as 
a society about how to better 
manage to challenges pre-
sented by hazards such as 
flooding.  

Despite the long hours and 
numerous challenges of 
settling into a new academic 
role, I have thoroughly en-
joyed my first few months at 
BSU. It has been a pleasure 
getting to know my col-
leagues and our students, 
enjoying our beautiful cam-
pus, and getting to know the 
city of Bath. I’m looking for-
ward to another exciting year 
ahead.  

Dr Heather Winlow was Act-
ing Subject Leader  
Heather took on the role of 
Subject Leader in Geography 
for this academic cycle (2013-
14) to cover Dr Becky Schaaf, 
who was on maternity leave. 
The Subject Leader role in-
volves the coordination and 
administration of the Geogra-
phy and Global Development 
and Sustainability pro-
grammes. One of the chal-
lenges this year was redraft-
ing the subject timetable 
from scratch! This is in line 
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with the move of much of our 
teaching to the new-state of 
the art building, the ‘Commons’ 
which will be in full use for aca-
demic year 2014-15.  Dr Becky 
Schaaf has now resumed her 
role as Subject Leader.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

ble experience and a perfect 
demonstration of how the 
city can alter  in the space of 
less than a hundred metres. 
The student presentations 
took place over two days, 
with a variety of six inter-
esting and unique topics 
lasting ninety minutes each. 
This allowed us to take in all 
of Barcelona over a short 
period of time, which could 
also be translated into ‘we 
did a lot of walking!’ The first 
group covered the topic of 
cruise ship and port tourism 
in the city.  The group investi-
gated  the impacts of cruise 
tourism on the city,  how im-
portant the cruise ship indus-
try is and the growth of cruise 
tourism in general. We were 
led through the city, into are-
as including the Barri Gotic 
and the bohemian El Raval. 
This was  to understand how 
cruise tourists would feel if 
they were seeing them for 
the first time, or if they found 
themselves lost. The presen-
tation ended outside of the 
stunning Barcelona Cathe-
dral. 
 
Later we were taken to Mont-
juic, the beautiful site of the 
1992 Olympic Games. We 
toured Estadi Olimpic and 
visited the Olympic Pools. The 
talk encompassed the role of 
the Olympics in re-branding 
the city and included a critical 
assessment of the lasting 
legacy on the city. An activity 
allowed students to discuss 
the ways in which the Olym-
pic venues could be put to 
better use, from the perspec-
tives of the locals, tourists 
and athletes (a special men-
tion is needed for the crea-
tive use of costumes from the 
team!)   
 
The final talk of the first day 
took place in Poblenou, 
where we were introduced to 

the 22@ project, a project 
designed to encourage the 
establishment of creative 
industries and emerging tech-
nologies, in an attempt to 
regenerate the site and satis-
fy local community needs, 
whilst promoting sustainabil-
ity. The site is attracting new 
businesses and is a prime 
example of gentrification. We 
took pictures of the site and 
reported back to the rest of 
the group with our ideas and 
opinions on the integration of 
the new architecture.  
 
We started the second day of 
presentations by visiting Parc 
Guell, a beautiful garden 
which traces over 100 years 
of Barcelona history. The site 
was designed by Antoni 
Gaudi, a famous Catalan ar-
chitect, who took inspiration 

from nature and life forms. 
The first group of the day 
focused their talk on the role 
of art and architecture in de-
fining Barcelona, and in par-
ticular, the use of public art 
around the city. 
 
Next we looked into the sus-
tainability of Barcelona, and 
in particular the forms of 
transport used around the 
city. We considered 
transport, infrastructure, new 
building design and other 
initiatives that are utilised in 
Barcelona to further their 
‘sustainable city’ title. We 
looked at how congestion 
and air pollution are being 
managed, and took a short 
trip on the tram, which trans-
ports people around the city 
in a safe and sustainable way. 
 

By the final talk, It’s 
safe to say that  we 
were all flagging slight-
ly, the heat, distance 
covered and tiredness 
had finally caught up 
with us, but the presen-
tation was engaging 
and kept us moving so 
we carried  on! The 
group covered the top-
ic of coastal and beach 
management around 
Barcelona and took us 
to down to the water-
front to discover what 
was being done to pro-
tect the coast. We 
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Barcelona: A Student’s Perspective 

The Barcelona fieldtrip cur-
rently runs in the third year 
as part of the Advanced 
Geographical Fieldwork 
module. The module en-
courages student-led learn-
ing by asking students to 
research, plan and lead an 
in-situ (in the field) presen-
tation, and associated 
group-based activities. 
Students also prepare a 
research essay on return 
from the fieldtrip. Ariana 
Derrett reflects on this 
years fieldtrip. 
 
A group of tired students 
gathered in Bristol Airport 
early in the morning on the 
19th March. Finally about 
to embark on a field-trip 
that we had been carefully 
planning for several 
months. Everyone was 
feeling a mixture of antici-
pation, nerves and excite-
ment. As this time, it was 
our turn to do the teach-
ing. In a different country. 
Our destination was Barce-
lona - the capital city of 
Catalonia. Which is, with-
out a doubt, one of the 
most beautiful and vibrant 
cities in Europe. Arriving on 
the bustling street of Las 
Ramblas, running through 
the heart of the city and 
home to street performers 
and market stalls (and the 
dreaded pickpockets), we 
wondered if this was what 
the whole of the city would 
be like? In short, thankfully 
not. 
 
The city transforms as soon 
as you leave the busy main 
streets and explore areas 
such as the Barri Gotic (the 
Gothic Quarter). New to 
the city, we were left to 
wander the narrow, wind-
ing streets of this beautiful 
area, which, though quite 
daunting, was a memora-



 

 

New modules launched 
Academic year 2013-14 saw 
the implementation of 
some changes to our pro-
grammes resulting from our 
successful Periodic Review 
in 2012-13. New modules 
this year included Global 
Cities in second year and 
Identities and Inequalities 
in third year.  
 
As part of our ongoing com-
mitment to delivering a 
curriculum of global rele-
vance, the new Global 
Cities module encouraged 
students to explore issues 
of social and environmental 
justice through live data, 
policy and research about 
cities around the world. 
Students chose one city to 
explore urban change in 
depth, acting as consultants 
by authoring a briefing pa-
per on that city for inves-
tors. Cities that students 
focused on included  
Kuala Lumpur, Port Mores-
by, Nairobi, Addis Ababa, 
and Bogota.  
 
In the second part of the 
module, students devel-
oped a public exhibition 
communicating key devel-
opment challenges faced by 

cities, including work ex-
plaining issues such as ur-
ban inequality, water 
stress, education, women's 
rights, and human traffick-
ing to a public audience.   
 
The Identities and Inequali-
ties module considers the 
ways in which identities 
have been constructed and 
represented in the past 
and in the present 
(considering political, socio
-cultural and representa-
tional influences). In the 
first part of the module 
students undertook indi-
vidual poster presentations 
based on interpretation of 
an image that had been 
produced using one spe-
cific mode of representa-
tion. Students could select 
and interpret an image 
(e.g. photograph, map, 
advertisement) from a se-
lected archival collection 
and consider how the 
mode of representation 
and wider societal attitudes 
has influenced the repre-
sentation of either race, 
gender or class. Students 
also reflected on the con-
temporary relevance of 
their chosen image.  
 

The second part of the mod-
ule allows students to devel-
op and research a topic of 
their choice related to wider 
module themes. Students 
produced interesting essays 
on a diversity of topics rang-
ing from the influence of the 
Samurai on Japanese Identi-
ty; modern day slavery; the 
paradox of wilderness; and 
past and present photo-
graphic representation of 
indigenous peoples in the 
National Geographic. 
 
Fieldtrip Provision 
In Geography at BSU we con-
tinue to revise and expand 
our fieldtrip provision. In 
academic year 2014-15 we 

Changes to Geography Programmes 
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learned how this part of 
Barcelona’s coastline, 
which is particularly popu-
lar with local people, is in 
close proximity to the port, 
the city and industry.  
 
33 students addressed a 
huge variety of successes 
and issues in Barcelona 
over the course of two 
days, and a collective nine 
hours of engaging and 
thought-provoking presen-
tations. I personally en-
joyed each one for differ-

ent reasons, and was in-
credibly impressed with 
each student’s ability to 
contribute something 
different. The field-trip 
seemed to be over in an 
instant, but we managed to 
learn so much from each 
presentation in such a short 
space of time. Before we 
knew it, we were boarding 
the plane back to England, 
having loved everything we 
had seen and done during 
our four days in Barcelona.  

 

 

Old and new styles of architecture in Barcelona, March 2014  

will be expanding our resi-
dential fieldtrip provision in 
third year and we are run-
ning two fieldtrips as part 
of the Advanced Geograph-
ical Fieldwork module. The 
Barcelona fieldtrip will run 
as a specialised Human 
Geography fieldtrip and the 
Lake District as a special-
ised Physical Geography 
trip. This new  fieldtrip will 
include a focus on themes 
such as glacier reconstruc-
tion, landslide monitoring, 
river bank erosion monitor-
ing and palaeo flood recon-
struction.  
 



 

 

Each year, geography stu-
dents are given the oppor-
tunity to work with local em-
ployers on industry-relevant 
dissertation projects.  
 
In 2013-14, our students un-
dertook projects with the 
following organisations: Bath 
and North-East Somerset 
Council, Yarlington Housing 
Group, the Environment 
Agency and the Ordance Sur-
vey. Here, three of this year’s 
students summarise their 
experiences.  
 
Jenni Wilson 
For my dissertation I looked 
at river bank dynamics at 
Seagry Weir (between Malm-
esbury and Chippenham), 
River Avon, Wiltshire. This 
project was carried out in 
partnership with the Environ-
ment Agency and involved 
the monitoring of an exposed 
and receding river bank fol-
lowing the collapse of the 
wing and sheet pile walls in 
2010. A range of monitoring 
techniques were used; 
amongst these I was fortu-
nate to have access to the 
Leica C10 Terrestrial Laser 
Scanner, this accurately sur-
veys up to 50,000 points a 
second to create a digital 
elevation model of the evolv-
ing river bank at Seagry. This 
was also part of ongoing re-
search at this location along-
side Richard Johnson and 
Andrew Skellern. The 17 
monitoring visits took place 
over 9 months; although this 
was a big commitment it was 
also extremely rewarding and 
fascinating to witness how 
the river bank changed over 
time especially in one of the 
wettest winters on record! 
Consequentially, my results 
confirmed that the river bank 
continues to recede; the pri-

mary method of this was 
identified as undercutting 
followed by cantilever and 
slab failure with most activity 
taking place in the winter 
following high discharge and 
stage. Working in collabora-
tion with an external organi-
sation gave me valuable ex-
perience, this is something I 
would highly recommend to 
other students given the op-
portunity.  

 
Tom Cole 
Following the dissertation 
project event at the begin-
ning of the year I was fortu-
nate enough to be selected to 
work with Bath and North 
East Somerset (BANES) Coun-
cil. The project aimed to dis-
cover the best climate change 
adaptation strategies that 
upper tier UK Local Authori-
ties (LAs) had to offer. The 
overwhelmingly daunting 
prospect of researching 232 
LAs was made considerably 
simpler using the Freedom of 
Information Act (a useful 
tool) to send them all a set of 
questions. I then set about 
the equally daunting task of 
organising and analysing the 
220 responses I received (a 
pretty remarkable response 
rate). Eventually, through two 
sets of criteria, I filtered my 
data down to just five LAs 
with noteworthy climate 
change adaptation ideas or 
tools that could 
be beneficial to 
BANES or other 
LAs. The project 
was remarkably 
rewarding and its 
narrow focus 
proved to be its 
making. I am 
now (at the risk 
of blowing my 
own trumpet) 

working in collaboration with 
my supervisor towards pub-
lishing my work in an aca-
demic journal, which is nice, 
and ticks something off the 
bucket list. 

Carl Greenman 
For my final project I had the 
opportunity to work for the 
Ordnance Survey.  The brief 
was to explore the potential 
of deriving new data from 
their existing MasterMap ® 
building outline product by 
combining it with LiDAR (a 
laser-based remote sensing 
technology). To do this I cre-
ated a map showing the suit-
ability of rooftops for solar 
photovoltaic panels.  The 
data processing took into 
account the angle and orien-
tation of a roof as well as the 
potential amount of solar 
energy received over a year. 
Each building was then classi-
fied based on the number of 
desired criteria it met. I then 
created an automated model 
for the data processing allow-
ing it to be applied to other 
datasets without manually 
replicating each stage. The 
final product has great poten-
tial for businesses and local 
authorities and I hope to de-
velop it further in the future.  
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Alumni News 
Lauren Hartung BSc Ge-
ography (Graduated 
2013) 

When I graduated last 
summer I was still uncer-
tain of exactly what I 
wanted to do, however I 
did know what I was in-
terested in and what 
mattered to me, which 
was largely due to what I 
had studied, and addition-
al things I had got in-
volved with, whilst at 
BSU. This past year I have 
spent in various work and 
voluntary roles, as well as 
applying and preparing 
for my PGCE course (that I 
will start this coming Sep-
tember), and planning 
what I will do after that. 
Whilst at Bath Spa I was 
an ambassador for the 
RGS, which gave me the 
opportunity to go into 
schools to talk about ge-
ography; this experience 
helped me to develop 
skills that are beneficial to 
me in the 'real world' and 
my future career. I was 
inspired by some of my 
module choices at Bath 
Spa, particularly those 
relating to international 
development, as such my 
plan for the future, after 
becoming a fully qualified 
primary school teacher, is 
to teach abroad in coun-
tries where education is 
considered imperative to 
the countries develop-
ment (as well as getting 
involved in other pro-
jects), before returning 
to being a primary school 
teacher in the UK. 
 
Amy Walton BSc Geogra-
phy (Graduated 2013) 

Since completing the 
course last summer, I 
have been undertaking a 
masters (MA) in Urban 

Design. Continuing on this 
pathway was a direct influ-
ence of the course, in-
spired by particular mod-
ules carried out during the 
second and third years 
(particularly the Sustaina-
ble Communities module in 
the second year, and the 
International Fieldwork 
module in the third year). 
The course itself provided 
me with a wealth of skills 
which have proved useful 
since finishing the course – 
particularly report writing, 
dealing with deadlines and 
organisational skills. This, 
along with the academic 
grounding in terms of 
knowledge have been im-
portant during the masters 
course. Whilst I am still 
currently enrolled at the 
University of the West of 
England, (I will complete 
the MA at the end of this 
year) I have secured a job 
with the architecture, ur-
ban design and landscape 
architecture firm LHC in 
Exeter and will begin work-
ing with them shortly as an 
Urban Design Assistant.  
 
Kerry Francis BSc Geogra-
phy (Graduated 2009) 

My career path to date 
since I graduated in 2009 
started with me working as 
a department manager for 
Sainsburys for a year in 
customer service. I then 
took a place on the minis-
try of defence commercial 
graduate programme 
where I went on to become 
the commercial manager 
for beyond line of site mili-
tary satellite communica-
tions. I left there in 2013 to 
join Babcock Defence Sys-
tems Technology as a sen-
ior commercial officer. In 
terms of how my degree 
helped I argue it was all 

down to development of ana-
lytical and reasoning skills. A 
lot of my job is based on ne-
gotiating so being able to 
form a view based on facts eg 
statistics and being able to 
prove it is key. In terms of 
long term I'd like to become a 
commercial or procurement 
director as well potentially do 
an MBA but that's a little 
while off yet! 
 
Ceri Mugford FdSc Develop-
ment Geography and BSc 
Geography (Graduated 2012)  

Since graduating from BSU in 
2012 I have worked in various 
roles representing different 
UK based charities. Shortly 
after graduating I gained a 
position as a fundraiser for 
Age UK. I obtained this posi-
tion through the experience I 
gained whilst volunteering for 
the organisation as part as a 
third year module on the Ge-
ography course. I then moved 
on to fundraise on behalf of 
two international develop-
ment charities, Oxfam GB and 
Save the Children UK. Whilst 
working on behalf of Oxfam 
GB I was able to visit the 
emergency response ware-
house. This is where emer-
gency sanitation and tempo-
rary housing equipment is 
stored and can be distributed 
anywhere worldwide within a 

disaster situation. During a 
third year module I studied 
how Oxfam evolved over the 
years so it was valuable to 
use and expand on this 
knowledge within a job role. I 
am currently working for the 
RSPB within the People En-
gagement team; this has 
been a great opportunity to 
be a part of Europe’s biggest 
nature conservation organi-
sations.  
 
Jessica Collis BSc Geography 
with Education (Graduated 
2013) 

Since graduating last year I 
have completed my PGCE, 
this means I am now a quali-
fied primary teacher. My 
degree prepared me for the 
challenge of further, further 
education. It taught me to be 
organised, how to communi-
cate with other professionals 
and the necessity of a work/
life balance.  My geography 
degree has also helped me 
secure a teaching position, as 
of September I will be a year 
3 class teacher in the New 
Forest. I have already been 
asked to cast my eye over the 
school’s geography curricu-
lum and cannot wait to get 
my class out into the school’s 
environmental garden (The 
Wild Patch).  
 

Right: Jess Collis 



 

 

Ryan Hickmott BSc Geogra-
phy (Graduated 2013) 

Even after graduating I still 
did not have a clear idea of 
what I wanted to do. Howev-
er my report writing skills and 
well rounded people skills led 
me in a new direction. After a 
few months of searching I 
landed an unexpected job in 
an insurance fraud investiga-
tions company. I was able to 
utilise the skills that I had 
gained through my degree 
course including; report 
writing, team work and re-
search and analysis. My role 
as a data researcher involves 
people profiling and writing 
reports on information I col-
lect through digital research 
into specific cases. It was not-
ed that my people and practi-
cal life skills, honed through 
experiences during my geog-
raphy degree, enabled me to 
stand out from the other can-
didates. I now have a new 
interest in fraud investigation 
and its application; I am look-
ing forward to exploring this 
further during my career.  
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For those of you graduating in 
the summer, receiving your cer-
tificate and attending the cere-
mony should not be the end of 
your relationship with BSU. With 
Mary Berry as its President, Bath 
Spa University’s Alumni Associa-
tion is a network of over 40,000 
former students and staff. The 
Association will keep you in 
touch with the latest news from 
the University and its alumni, 
and it organizes events and re-
unions. Please make sure you let 
the Association know if you 
change your address, by com-
pleting the relevant form. 

Do remember that you can also 
access the BSU careers service 
for three years after graduation, 
and specific support and work-
shops for graduating students 
are run throughout the summer.  
Please visit the careers website 
for more information. 

Please also keep in touch with 
the geography team as we al-

ways like to hear from 
former students. Perhaps 
you will be the alumnus 
profiled in next year’s 
newsletter! 

Alumni Association and Careers 
Guidance 

Get Involved! 

 

 

There are plenty of ways to get 
involved with geography activi-
ties at BSU, beyond attending 
timetabled sessions.... 

Become a StAR: represent 
your peers and help to im-
prove your course and univer-
sity. You will receive training 
from the Students’ Union and 
you will be required to act as a 
liaison between students on 
your course and the geography 
lecturers. Your role involves 
gathering feedback, attending 
meetings each term and dis-
cussing new ideas. Find out 
more by visiting the Students’ 
Union website and stand for 
election as a Student Academic 
Representative in the autumn 
term. 

Be an Ambassador: work as a 

BSU geography ambassador 
during recruitment events. 
Get paid to improve your 
communication skills, impart 
your knowledge of, and en-
thusiasm for geography at 
BSU, and add value to your CV 
at the same time. 

Attend research seminars: 
learn more about current re-
search in geography by 
attending sessions in the Re-
search Seminar Series. These 
are held every few weeks and 
are open to all. 

Be an RGS Ambassador: train 
as an ambassador for the Roy-
al Geographical Society, and 
promote the benefits of stud-
ying geography to school pu-
pils. Training is held every 
year at BSU and you will have 

an opportunity to design and 
deliver a session to a school 
group. The experience will help 
you to gain valuable transfera-
ble skills. 

Join the GeogSoc: become a 
member of the student-run 
Geography Society and get 
involved with geography-
related activities. These can 

include participating in, or 
even organising, social 
events, walks and other 
field excursions, and fund-
raising activities. 

Watch out for emails and 
notices about these and 
other events and opportu-
nities throughout the aca-
demic year. 

Above: Ryan Hickmott 

http://www.bathspa.ac.uk/about-us/alumni
http://www.bathspa.ac.uk/about-us/alumni
http://www.bathspa.ac.uk/Media/alumni/Alumni%20contact%20details%20form.pdf
http://www.bathspacareers.com/
http://www.bathspasu.co.uk/
http://www.bathspasu.co.uk/
http://www.rgs.org/OurWork/Schools/Careers+and+Further+Study/Promoting+and+supporting+geography+in+your+school+or+college/Geography+Ambassador+scheme.htm


 

 

Geography now has its own twitter feed so you can keep in touch with Bath Spa Geography after you've graduated. We'll be 
tweeting about staff research, student fieldtrip activities, events related to Geography and GDS degrees, as well as key news 
and information from the wider world of Geography and International Development. Follow us and help build the Bath Spa Ge-
ography community. Keep in Touch!     

  

Keep in touch via Twitter
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Forthcoming Events 

BSU Geography is continuing 
to strengthen links with other 
organisations in the region, 
and increasing it’s public en-
gagement activities. A couple 
of external events are taking 
place in the next few months: 

Bath and the Nile Explorers, 
15th September 2014 

Geography at BSU is sponsor-
ing a forthcoming event and 
exhibition ‘Bath and the Nile 
Explorers’ which is being or-
ganised by the Bath Royal 
Literary and Scientific Institu-
tion (BRLSI). The exhibition 
will preview on Monday 15th 
September, alongside a series 
of talks. This event takes plac-
es between 1pm and 4.30pm 
in the Royal National Hospital 
for Rheumatic Diseases, Bath. 
There is also a talk by Neil 
McGrigor at BRSLI the same 
evening. The exhibition will be 
on display over the following 
months at a number of venues 
within the region.  BSU Geog-
raphy are also sponsoring an 
associated educational event 
for children, based on the 
theme of Nile Explorers, tak-
ing place in early 2015. 

A level Geography 
afternoon, 13th No-
vember 2014  

We annually contrib-
ute to this event 
which is for A level 
students in Bath and 
North East Somerset. 
In previous years Dr 
Andrew Skellern and 
Dr Esther Edwards 
and Dr Rich Johnson 
have presented at 
the event. This year 
Dr Jim Jeffers will be 
presenting on the 
topic of Climate 
Change. The event 
takes place at BRLSI. 

 

The Most Promising Ge-
ographer Prize (for the 
student enrolled on BSc 
Geography and BSc Glob-
al Development and Sus-
tainability  with the high-
est mark in GE5001-40) is 
awarded to: 

Daina Heaton 

 

The Geography Project 
of the Year Prize (for the 
student with the highest 
mark in GE6001-40 or 
GE6010-40) is awarded 
to:  

Carl Greenman 

The Excellence in Devel-
opment Geography Prize 

(for the Founda-
tion Degree Devel-
opment Geography 
student with high-
est combined ag-
gregate mark in 
GE5027-20 and 
GE5028-20 ) is 
awarded to Lydia 
(Flo) Neave 

 

Student Prizes 2013-2014 
Congratulations to the win-
ners of this year’s prizes 
awarded for excellence in 
Geography modules. The Best 
New Geographer Prize (for 
the student enrolled on a 
Geography award with the 
highest mark in GE4001-40) is 
awarded to: 

Emma (Polly) Thompson 

@BathSpaGeog 

https://twitter.com/BathSpaGeog

