
 

 

Readers may recall that in the 
previous two issues (Issue 1: 
2013 and Issue 2: 2014) we 
have reported on BSU Geog-
raphy activity in Northern 
India. In this third iteration 
we have been afforded the 
opportunity to share with you 
the latest news on this won-
derful journey of internation-
al research and teaching. This 
last year’s efforts have been 
truly global: spanning lati-
tudes 54 °N to 28 °N, longi-
tudes 114 °W to 77 °E 
(Canada, India, UK); enduring 
daytime shade temperatures 
between -28 °C and +42 °C; 
travelling by air, rail, road, 
and on foot; meeting people 
from all parts of society 
across continents.  These 
expressions of place, people, 
and change are a few snip-
pets of what it is to be a mod-
ern Geographer. We take 
these themes as we outline 
some of the highlights of the 
past year. 

International Recruitment in 
the Punjab 

In October 2014 Dr Esther 
Edwards and Dr Rich Johnson, 
with the support of GeoIndia 
(our UK tour partners), the 
BSU International Office  and 
the SEE Dean and Vice-Dean, 
visited a number of schools 
around Ludhiana in the Pun-
jab (a textile, light industry, 
agriculture dominated re-
gion). This was part of BSU’s 
growing international recruit-
ment effort, presenting the 

exciting array of creative un-
dergraduate courses offered 
by BSU. The welcome in the 
Punjab was both warm and 
generous (Figure 1), and it 
was easy to see that the ap-
petite for a university educa-
tion is huge in this highly edu-
cated and affluent state of 28 
million people.  

Figure 1: A Punjabi Welcome at Jatin-
dera Greenfield School (October 
2014) 

Inaugural BSU Global Schol-
ars 

Two members of staff from 
Himachal Pradesh University, 
Shimla, visited BSU in Octo-
ber- November 2014 and 
were introduced to senior 
members of staff as part of 
their visit (Figure 2). Profes-
sor Sharma and Dr Thakur are 
the first visitors to Bath Spa in 
the SEE Global Scholars ex-
change programme, whereby 
BSU invites two Indian Schol-
ars to Newton Park. They 
contribute their local exper-
tise and research interests to 
enrich Bath Spa’s global un-
dergraduate curriculum 
through specialist lectures, 
meeting with students across 

all academic years, offering 
research seminars to the Uni-
versity community and work-
ing with staff to build capacity 
across the spectrum of re-
search activity. This exchange 
scheme continues into the 
2015-2016 academic year, 
and we look forward to grow-
ing the success of this en-
deavour. 

Cementing Indian Research 
Links in Manitoba, Canada 

To enhance the research 
efforts in India, BSU have 
been working closely with 
colleagues from the Universi-
ty of Manitoba: Natural Re-
sources Institute, and Uni-
versity of Winnipeg: Depart-

ment of Environmental Stud-
ies and Sciences. Both institu-
tions have long established 
expertise of scientific and 
social-scientific research in 
Northern India, most espe-
cially the Kullu Valley (the 
focus of BSU research also). 
In November 2014, Dr Esther 
Edwards and Dr Rich Johnson 
enjoyed productive meetings 
and research presentations in 
Winnipeg, amid conditions of 
freezing rain (very slippery 
indeed!) and snow. We con-
tinue to work in partnership 
on joint research funding 
bids, international research 
publications/ conference 
presentations and data col-
lection in the Kullu valley. 
These activities, using multi-
disciplinary approaches inte-
grate themes of natural haz-
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StARs 2014-15 

Thank you to this year’s Student 
Academic Representatives 
(StARs) for all their hard work in 
helping us to continually im-
prove Geography at BSU.  

The StARs for 2014-15: 
 
Level 5: Sophia Downham 
 Francesca Spencer 
 Scott Thomas 
 Polly Thompson  
 
Level 4:  Erin Howard 
 Sarah Jacques 
 
Congratulations to Scott Thomas, 
who has been elected School 
Representative for 2015-16 
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ards and development pres-
sures, in particular mountain 
floods and mirco hydro-
electric power infrastructure. 
These all build on earlier joint 
ventures during 2013 and 
early 2014. 

Stepping up Research in India 

Following prior data collec-
tion in India throughout 2013 
and 2014, an intensive field 
campaign was undertaken 
during early April 2015, in 
advance of the student 
fieldtrip. Key activities includ-
ed: (1) Interviewing the local 
community and local govern-
ment representatives (Kullu 
District); (2) Visit to the Pun-
jab (Chandigarh) and Hima-
chal Pradesh (Shimla) State 
Archives; (3) Scholar access to 
the Indian Institute of Ad-
vanced Studies library 
(Shimla); (4) Field reconnais-
sance, mapping, measure-
ment in a mountain catch-
ment (Phojal Nalla); (5) Visit 
to Indian scientific and news-
paper publishers (New Delhi 
and Chandigarh). These new 
data supplement existing 
findings, and will be present-
ed in new outputs at an Inter-
national Mountains Confer-
ence in Perth, during October 
2015. These field investiga-
tions were undertaken with 
the kind assistance of Indian 
and Canadian academic col-
leagues; with special mention 
to Mr Pushpam Kumar (BSU 
MA Creative Writing, 2014) 
who worked tirelessly with us 

for the duration. 

A Great 2015 Geography Stu-
dent Fieldtrip 

Last, but not least, 32 stu-
dents took part in the 
‘Geographical Fieldwork’ 
module in 2014-2015, from 
our programmes in Geogra-
phy, Global Development & 
Sustainability and Environ-
mental Science. All showed 
a hunger to learn in an inter-
national setting, experienc-
ing the culture and challeng-
es that is the paradox of 
modern India. As in previous 
years we travelled a long 
way (sorry no quantifica-
tions but many thousands of 
kilometres), worked hard, 
linked research knowledge 
to the teaching-learning 
experience and had lots of 
fun; we even got an extra day 
in Delhi courtesy of travel 
issues- a long story, including 
a pleasant hotel (not like the 
Best Exotic Marigold Hotel!). 
This year we introduced a 
new venue, spending time in 
Sahauli village (near Ludhia-
na) in the Punjab. This afford-
ed an opportunity to explore 
issues of groundwater deple-
tion and the sustainability of 
rural development. We were 
kindly hosted by local families 
and the village secondary 
school, with whom we played 
an international football 
friendly when the tempera-
tures cooled a little (probably 
c. 35-40°C). The BSU team, 
including members of the 

BSU University 
football team ex-
pressed a desire to 
win their first 
game of the sea-
son, but in the best 
diplomatic style a 3
-2 defeat was 
achieved! Onwards 
into our travels we 
again visited Shim-
la to explore British 
colonial legacies, 

livelihoods, and tourism- 
working closely with staff and 
students from HPU. Finally in 
the dramatic Kullu valley, 
working alongside staff and 
students from the GB Pant 
Institute of Himalayan Envi-
ronment & Development, 

themes explored included 
mountain flood hazard, risk, 
and vulnerability-resilience, 
alongside community herit-
age themes. 

Dr Rich Johnson & Dr Esther 
Edwards (June, 2015). 
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Figure 2: Himachal Pradesh Universi-
ty staff in a ceremonial meeting at 
Newton Park (From left to right: 
Professor Rob Mears, Dr Mark 
McGuinness, Dr Esther Edwards, Vice
-Chancellor Professor Christina Slade, 
Professor Dev Dutt Sharma, Dr Rich 
Johnson and Dr Balak Ram Thakur) 

Figure 3: BSU India-Canada 2014-2015 

Figure 4: BSU India 2014-2015 



 

 

In August 2014 I had the op-
portunity to undertake a two 
week visit to the University of 
the Sunshine Coast in 
Queensland Australia. The 
aim of my visit was to discuss 
teaching and research with 
colleagues at USC and to de-
velop the relationships be-
tween BSU and USC estab-
lished during a visit by Dr. 
Mark McGuinness in October 
2013.  

During my time at USC I had 
the opportunity to undertake 
a number of activities. I pre-
sented my research on flood 
hazards, climate change ad-
aptation and economic devel-
opment policy in cities at 
USC’s flagship Sustainability 
Research Centre. The SRC is 
one of Australia’s leading 
centres for research on sus-
tainability and the environ-

ment, and an international 
leader in research on societal 
adaptation to environmental 
change. This aspect of visit 
provided an opportunity to 
introduce academic staff at 
USC to my research and to 
have a series of meetings to 
discuss potential research 
collaborations between geog-
raphy staff at BSU and re-
searchers at USC. 

In addition to discussing re-
search I also had the oppor-
tunity to meet and teach USC 
students by giving a guest 
lecture on environmental 
change and human geogra-
phy to second year students 
taking the module Introduc-
tion to Human Geographies 
and a lecture on the relation-
ships between climate 
change, flood hazards and 
economic crisis in Ireland to 

third year stu-
dents on the 
module Regions, 
Change and 
Sustainability.  
There were also 
numerous op-
portunities to 
discuss teaching 
strategies and 
approaches with 
colleagues at 
USC, to share 

experiences 
of teaching 
at our re-
spective 
institutions 
and to learn 
from each 
other. At 
just over 
twenty 
years old 
USC is one of Australia’s new-
est universities and shares 
much in common with BSU, 
although the animal life on 
their campus is a little more 
exotic than ours.  

The visit also provided a won-
derful opportunity to learn 
more about the geography, 
history and culture of 
Queensland. After busy days 
on campus the evenings and 
weekend allowed time to 
explore the towns and sub-
urbs of the Mooloolaba (my 
home for the two weeks), 
Maroochydore, and Slippy 
Downs (where USC’s campus 
is located). My colleagues at 
USC were fantastic hosts and 
took me to see a variety of 
local attractions including the 
city of Brisbane (located 100 
km to the south), the dra-
matic landscape of the Glass 
House Mountains, and the 
Mary Cairncross Scenic Re-

The Most Promising Geogra-
pher Prize (for the student 
enrolled on a Geography 
award with the highest mark 
in GE5030-40) is awarded to 
Stephen Dunning. 

The Geography Project of the 
Year Prize (for the student 
with the highest mark in 
GE6001-40) is awarded to 
Gregory Monaghan and Sam-
uel Walker. 

Congratulations to the win-
ners of this year’s prizes 
awarded for excellence in 
Geography modules. 

The Best New Geographer 
Prize (for the student en-
rolled on a Geography award 
with the highest mark in 
GE4001-40) is awarded to  
Rebecca Kennedy. 

 

The Excellence in Global De-
velopment and Sustainability 
Prize (for the GDS student 
with the highest combined 
aggregate in GE6001/6020-40 
and GE6015-20) is awarded 
to Joanna Moore. 

Dr Jim Jeffers visits the University of the Sunshine Coast 

Student Prizes 2014-15 
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serve which protects a small 
area of the subtropical rainfor-
ests that once covered the re-
gion.  

Perhaps the only downside to 
the trip was that the Sunshine 
Coast failed to live up to its bril-
liant name during my visit. 
While the locals assured me 
that there had been several 
weeks of unbroken sunshine 
prior to my arrival, I saw more 
than my fair share of clouds and 
some quite torrential rain. 
However when the sun did fi-
nally emerge it provided an 
insight into the local beach and 
surfing culture as it seemed like 
almost everyone was either in 
the water or watching those 
that were. It’s fair to say that 
the residents of the Sunshine 
Coast embrace all that their 
beautiful location has to offer 
and it was wonderful to experi-
ence that with them, if only for 
a short visit.  



 

 

ment.   

The first field day is an intro-
ductory tour of the geology of 
the region, unravelling the 
interesting and complex tec-
tonic history of the Lake Dis-
trict – we see explosive Bor-
rowdale Volcanic rocks that 
reveal a time when the Lake 
District encountered violent 
volcanic eruptions along an 

oceanic subduction zone; we 
see Skiddaw slates produced 
by the collision of continents; 
and limestone deposited in 
warm tropical seas.  And after 
600 million years of earth 
history it’s time for lunch, 
followed by a boat ride along 
Ullswater which provides an 
up-close perspective of the 
classic glaciated scenery of 
the Lake District.  And then 
it’s time for our first hill walk, 
a not too strenuous introduc-
tion walking along a mine 
track to a former mine above 
Glenridding.  Along the way 
we study the impacts of min-
ing and a dam burst that have 
left a legacy of boulders chok-
ing the river bed.  We also get 
to see a fresh debris slide, 
helping us to visualise how it 
formed much better than any 
photograph in a book or lec-

ture could.  That evening we 
drive to Cockermouth to 
study the impacts of and re-
sponses to the major flood of 
2009.  There is also the op-
portunity to do some cultural 
geography … learning about 
regional branding and testing 
the wares of Jenning’s brew-
ery.  You can practise the art 
of pulling the perfect pint, 
and still do some physical 
geography … a flood marker 
indicates the how deep the 
2009 floodwaters actually 
inundated in the bar!  

The second day is spent prac-
tising how to use specialist 
surveying equipment includ-
ing handheld GPS receivers, a 
theodolite and a 3D scanner.  
Over the next two days we 
use our new practical skills to 
undertake some field re-
search.  One project involves 
producing the first (known) 
three-dimensional scan of a 
protalus rampart (a ridge 
formed in front of a snow 
patch during the last cold 
period 11,000 years ago) in 
the northern fells; for dec-
ades scientists have debated 
the origin of such features 
but, with the use of new 
technologies, we can visualise 
it much more accurately and 

making it easier to under-
stand its formation.  When 
we get back to university we 
create a three-dimensional 
image and generate a spec-
tacular fly-over of the land-
form’s topography.  There’s 
even time for a short stop in 
Keswick; you can explore the 
winding streets, the vibrant 
street market, the plethora of 
tea shops and outdoor equip-
ment shops, or take a leisure-
ly walk along the shore of 
Derwentwater.  The next 
day’s project involves recon-
structing a historical flood 
using flood boulders and dat-
ed using lichen growth and 
documentary evidence from 
newspaper archives.  Unfor-
tunately it rains steadily for a 
few hours but it doesn’t 
dampen the student com-
radery generated by the 
group work during the field 
trip. 

Field trips are an exciting and 
integral part of our Geogra-
phy degree at BSU.  They 
offer the opportunity to apply 
your learning from class and 
books … it just makes more 
sense when you see for real 
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Lake District Field Trip 2014 

The English Lake District in 
October? Horizontal rain, 
damp clothes, a soggy packed 
lunch and blanket cloud … or 
glorious sunshine, an autum-
nal tapestry of trees and 
stunning mountain scenery?  
Fortunately, it is usually a 
good time of year to run our 
annual fieldtrip to the Lake 
District. 

The silhouette of Blencathra 
massif looms behind the Field 
Studies Centre which we use 
as our base for the 6-day 
physical geography fieldtrip 
for our final year Geography 
undergraduates.  The views 
to the south are spectacular, 
a vista of the picturesque St 
John’s Vale, flanked by the 
ridge of the Dodds rising to 
the peak of Helvellyn in the 
distance.  To the southwest 
the view takes in Keswick and 
Derwentwater with a back-
drop of the classic scenery of 
the Central Fells.  We are in 
the Lake District to study the 
geology and physical geogra-
phy, and to carry out field 
research using industry-
standard surveying equip-

Figure 1: Studying the impact of 

mining on the landscape above 

Glenridding and Ullswater  

Figure 2: Surveying practice 

outside the hostel at Blencathra  



 

 

the laser scanner. From the 
gathered images orthophoto-
graphs (maps from aerial 

photos) can be generated, a 
useful addition to any re-
search paper and possibly 

dissertations. 

Data acquisition has yet to be 
trialled but the images below 
show the stages in the collec-
tion procedure. 

Careful adherence to CAA 
guidelines needs to be fol-
lowed and when some flying 
experience has been gained a 
CAA approved qualification 
can be gained to allow flying 
around people and buildings. 
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The Phantom has arrived! 
Figure 1 (left): The Phantom 2 on a 

trial flight The Geography subject has 
acquired some new equip-
ment, a DJI Phantom 2 Vision 
plus quadcopter (Figure 1.) 
Battery life covers a 20 mi-
nute flight and data acquisi-
tion with an HD camera 
(allowing still and video cap-
ture) on a stabilised mount so 
hardly any camera move-
ment. 

The intended use within Ge-
ography is for aerial photo 
acquisition of field sites, com-
parisons with data acquired 
through other means, such as 

Figure 2 (left): Dedicated 

software can be used to 

generate flight plans for 

data acquisition. Source: 

Agisoft PhotoScan 

Figure 3 (right): The data 

captured, a digital eleva-

tion model of an earth-

work. Source: Environ-

ment Agency 

the things you’ve heard and 
read about!  Students leave 
the field trip with a better 
appreciation, knowledge and 

understanding of the devel-
opment of the landscape … 
the geological history, the 
influences of glaciation and 

Figure 3: Undertaking a 3-D scan of the topography of the northern fells  

Figure 4: Don’t let them pinch 

your packed lunch!  

periglaciation, as well as con-
temporary processes such as 
gully erosion, mining, grazing 
and even tourism on the 
landscape that we see today 
in the Lake District.  And our 
temporary home, Blencathra 
Field Studies Centre, provides 
a welcoming tea and cake 
when we trudge back after 
each day, later a hearty even-
ing meal, followed by time to 
relax in the bar (with several 
local ales on tap) or games 
room.  There are even red 
squirrels to spot in the wood 
around the hostel.  Good 
food and good geography are 
essential to cope with the 
changeable weather … you 
didn’t really think it was sun-
ny all the time in the Lake 
District?!  

 



 

 

As part of our continual up-
dating and improvement, 
there are a number of chang-
es planned for 2015 and 
2016. 
 
New modules 
The core Level 4 module will 
be revised and updated for 
2015-16 and has been re-
named Environment, People 
and Place. It will continue to 
cover fundamental geograph-
ical principles and tech-

niques, but do so in a more 
integrated way, linking hu-
man, physical and develop-
ment geography issues to-
gether. The module will con-
sider what makes physical 
landscapes so varied, and 
how they are impacted by 
human activities. It will start 
with an exploration of our 
local geographies, continue 
with consideration of national 
trends and topics, and finish 
with discussion of global envi-
ronmental challenges. 
 
Also at Level 4, Visualising 
Society is a new module 
which will be available to 
students across the Depart-
ment of Social Sciences. In 
this module, students will 
explore welfare and wellbe-
ing through examination of 
data sources related to a 

range of issues, including 
inequality, poverty, crime, 
education and health. The 
emphasis is on using different 
methods of presenting com-
plex information to visualise 
the processes, individuals, 
groups and organisations that 
make up our societies. 
 
New Undergraduate Pro-
grammes 
Two new pathways through 
the Geography subject will 

commence in September 
2016 (subject to final approv-
al). We will be offering a BA 
Geography (Human) and a 
BSc Geography (Physical), 
alongside our integrated BSc 
Geography. These new cours-
es will incorporate relevant 

modules from across the 
university, and will recog-
nise the  preference for 
some students to specialise 
in human or physical geog-
raphy throughout their de-
gree course. 
 
For example, module choic-
es outside Geography for 
students studying the BSc 
Geography (Physical)  in-
clude Biodiversity and Con-
servation at Level 4,  Sci-
ence Publishing at Level 5, 
and Environmental Consul-
tancy at Level 6. For BA 
Geography (Human), choices 
include Peace and Conflict 
(Level 4),  Growing up and 
living in communities (Level 
5), and Gender: Mind, Body 
and Cultures (Level 6). 
 
New Masters Programmes 
In addition to greater choice 
of Undergraduate degrees, 
we are also expanding our 
provision at Masters level, 
with a new MSc Environmen-
tal Management and MA 
Global Studies. 
 
MSc Environmental Manage-
ment 
This is a broad based and 
flexible course that will pre-
pare students for a range of 

environmental ca-
reers, from environ-
mental specialist to a 
manager with an 
environmental remit.  
The course is a col-
laboration between 
Biology, Environmen-
tal Science, Geogra-
phy and Business and 
Management. There-
fore, modules include 
Principles of Environ-
mental Management, 
Environment and 
Society, Ecosystem 
Management, Ap-

New Modules and Programmes for 2015-16  
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plied Geomorphology, Finan-
cial Management, and Man-
agement in Practice. This 
course will start in September 
2015, and may also have an 
entry point in February 2016. 
 
MA Global Studies 
This course will provide stu-
dents with an exciting inter-
disciplinary framework in 
which to develop and deepen 
understanding of how globali-
sation is reorganising social 
and economic life, environ-
mental awareness and cultur-
al forms whilst creating new 
sets of public sector challeng-
es, private sector innovations 
and entrepreneurial opportu-
nities. Modules are drawn 
from a range of subject areas 
and include Globalisation: 
Cultures and Flows, Entrepre-
neurship, Transnational Crea-
tivities and International Edu-
cation and Globalisation. 
 
BSU alumni are eligible for a 
£1,200 course fee reduction 
for taught master’s courses in 
2015/16 (with the exception 
of teacher education qualifi-
cations). For more infor-
mation about either of these 
postgraduate courses, please 
contact postgradu-
ate@bathspa.ac.uk   

mailto:postgraduate@bathspa.ac.uk
mailto:postgraduate@bathspa.ac.uk


 

 

by stating that education can 
be a powerful tool for giving 
hope and dignity back to 
those affected by humanitari-
an crises. 

Brendan Bromwich, the third 
speaker was from King’s Col-
lege London and a former 
UNEP member (United Na-
tions Environmental Pro-
gramme) who concentrated 
on water conflict in Darfur 
and Western Sudan. Brom-
wich’s focus in his talk was on 
internally displaced persons 
(approximately 21,000) and 
their struggle to leave the 
camps set up for them as well 
as the challenges faced in 
delivering clean water and 
sanitation to those affected. 
The effectiveness of NGOs 
was brought into question 

following noticeable failures 
to perform even basic tech-
nical tasks such as ground 
water monitoring. Bromwich 
argued that resolving issues 
between parties is essential 
for the foundation of devel-
opment and aid.  

During the lunch break, post-
ers produced by students on 
the module were displayed 
and discussed. The posters 
covered a wide range of hu-
manitarian issues throughout 
the world, including the Syri-

an conflict, Darfur, Sahel and 
Hurricane Katrina.   

After the break, Phil Duloy, a 
Shelterbox representative, 
showed how humanitarian 
aid operations change focus 
and methods over time. Shel-
terbox’s original aid package 
included tents as shelters and 
cooking equipment for food. 
Their fast response relief 
gave the organisation a lot of 
donor support, but was not 
effectively addressing the 
needs of those they delivered 
to. Consequently, Shelterbox 
have amended their activities 
to a slower and more meas-
ured response with greater 
variation in the packages 
Shelterbox delivers in recent 
years. 

Dr. Jason Hart, Senior Lectur-
er in Anthropology at the 
University of Bath, ques-
tioned the definition of ‘crisis’ 
itself, with particular refer-
ence to conditions in Jordan 
& occupied Palestine. Dr Hart 
argued that NGOs’ lack of 
understanding of the true 
meaning of ‘crisis’ leads to 
only short term needs being 
met. He also questioned the 
conventional understanding 
of a crisis as a brief moment 
in time where the normal 
flow of life is interrupted, 
preventing those living in 

long-term instances of dis-
placement from receiving the 
help they need. Dr Hart ar-
gued that countries such as 
Jordan are experiencing crisis 
as everyday context, resulting 
in the country becoming a 
‘warehouse of refugees’.  

The final speakers of the con-
ference were Jenny  Claydon 
and Deepak Sardiwal, from 
Development Initiatives, an 
NGO that focuses on under-
standing and mapping global 
trends in humanitarian assis-
tance. Claydon and Sardiwal 
also discussed how to find 
employment within the sec-
tor by presenting various per-
sonal experiences including 
their own. These included; 
making the most of place-
ments, volunteering, the im-

portance of networking, 
building transferable skills, 
taking various paths and be-
ing proactive. 

The conference itself was a 
success, highlighting contem-
porary debates within the 
humanitarian sector.  We 
would like to express our 
thanks to all of the speakers, 
the attendees, as well as 
those involved in organising 
the conference.  
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Development and Disasters Student-Organised Conference  

On the 25th March 2015, 
students enrolled on 
GE6015: Development and 
Disasters, held a conference 
in the new Commons build-
ing. Seven speakers from a 
range of organisations and 
establishments speaking on 
humanitarian issues were 
invited to take part. 

The first speaker was Geoff 
Wordley, a former UNHCR 
member (United Nations for 
High Commission of Refu-
gees), who focused on the 
establishment of humanitari-
an aid, humanitarian funding 
and interlinking problems of 
the UN’s lack of power to act 
when it may be needed. 
Geoff Wordley separated the 
concepts of humanitarian aid 
and development, spoke 
about modern perspectives 
and future prospects regard-
ing humanitarian relief 
efforts and briefly covered 
how to seek employment 
within the humanitarian sec-
tor such as through intern-
ships and working with non-
governmental organisations. 

The second was Bath Spa 
University’s Dr Julia Paulson, 
debating how important 
education is as a form of 
humanitarian aid and the 
difficulties in balancing the 
neutrality of humanitarian-
ism with the unavoidably 
political nature of education. 
Dr Paulson explained the 
recognition and advance-
ment of education as an im-
portant part of relief work, 
while raising questions re-
garding the practicalities of 
curriculum, level and dura-
tion of education that should 
be provided. Should the cur-
riculum be that of the refu-
gees’ home country, host 
country or even another 
state? Dr Paulson concluded 



 

 

 

Graduation Day 
July 16th 2015 
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Congratulations 

to our  

Geography and 

GDS Graduands! 



 

 

Carl Greenman 
(BSc Applied Geographical 
Sciences) 
Graduated in 2014 
A couple of weeks after grad-
uating last summer I had the 
privilege of joining Getmap-
ping PLC on an extended 3 
month voluntary work place-
ment. This opportunity came 
about as a direct result of 
volunteering undertaken in 
the 3rd year Community En-
gagement module. It has 

been an exciting journey 
since then; one that has led 
to a full time position as a 
Geospatial Consultant in 
Getmapping’s Business Inno-
vation team and the ability to 
build upon the GIS skills and 
knowledge learned through-
out my time at BSU, oh and I 
also got enagaged! 

Day to day my role varies, 
which gives a lot of variety 
and the ability to develop a 
wide range of skills that 
stretch across all areas of 
Getmapping’s core business. I 
am currently the service man-
ager for all of the Local Au-
thority Customers, dealing 
with any technical and practi-
cal issues and am also re-
sponsible for the Parish 
Online product which serves 
over 1000 Parish Councils 

across the UK.  I 
am involved in 
writing specifica-
tions for new prod-
ucts and tools 
building the user 
interfaces; alt-
hough I still have a 
long way to go to 
in understanding 
javascript. 

Other areas that 
my role covers include 
providing training and consul-
tancy for all our Online GIS 
products, assisting the sales 
team in providing technical 
support and demonstrations 
when meeting new potential 
customers, and providing a 
GIS perspective on new pro-
jects. I have also had the op-
portunity to speak at a range 
of industry and academic 

conferences as well as organ-
ising and running Getmap-
ping’s Indaba (user group) 
conferences.  This summer I 
have also begun training in 
our Flight Operations depart-
ment, capturing Aerial Pho-
tography which has been a 
great reason to get out of the 
office and enjoy the UK from 
the sky. 

My time as BSU was invalua-
ble in preparing me to make 
the most of this opportunity. 
The course content gave me a 
solid grip on data manage-
ment and the many different 
aspects of GIS which are now 
central to my job. The input 
from external organisations 
whether speaking in lectures 
or through work placements 
provided a key insight into 
the industry and also gave a 
broader range of experience 

events and reunions. Please 
make sure you let the Associ-
ation know if you change 
your address, by completing 
the relevant form. 

Do remember that you can 
also access the BSU careers 
service for three years after 
graduation, and specific sup-
port and workshops for grad-
uating students are run 
throughout the summer.   

Please also keep in touch 

For those of you graduating 
in the summer, receiving your 
certificate and attending the 
ceremony should not be the 
end of your relationship with 
BSU. With Mary Berry as its 
President, Bath Spa Universi-
ty’s Alumni Association is a 
network of over 40,000 for-
mer students and staff. The 
Association will keep you in 
touch with the latest news 
from the University and its 
alumni, and it organizes 

with the geography team as 
we always like to hear from 
former students. Perhaps you 
will be the alumnus profiled 
in next year’s newsletter! 

Alumni news 
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to draw on in interviews, 
presentations and making deci-
sions. I must also acknowledge 
the amazing work of the staff, 
their dedication to see each 
student achieve their best and 
the support they provide was a 
real encouragement to me in 
reaching this point today.  

So here’s to another year of 
adventure.... 

http://www.bathspa.ac.uk/Media/alumni/Alumni%20contact%20details%20form.pdf
http://www.bathspa.ac.uk/about-us/alumni


 

 

during recruitment events. 
Get paid to improve your 
communication skills, impart 
your knowledge of, and en-
thusiasm for geography at 
BSU, and add value to your 
CV at the same time. 

Attend public lectures and 
seminars: learn more about 
current research and contem-
porary issues by attending 
lectures and seminars beyond 
your modules. These are or-
ganized by subjects across 
the university, are held regu-
larly, and are advertised on 
the BSU website. 

Be an RGS Ambassador: train 
as an ambassador for the 
Royal Geographical Society, 
and promote the benefits of 
studying geography to school 
pupils. Training is held every 
year at BSU and you will have 
an opportunity to design and 
deliver a session to a school 

There are plenty of ways to 
get involved with geography 
activities at BSU, beyond 
attending timetabled ses-
sions. Here are some exam-
ples: 

Become a StAR: represent 
your peers and help to im-
prove your course and uni-
versity. You will receive train-
ing from the Students’ Union 
and you will be required to 
act as a liaison between stu-
dents on your course and the 
geography lecturers. Your 
role involves gathering feed-
back, attending meetings 
each term and discussing new 
ideas. Find out more by vis-
iting the Students’ Union 
website and stand for elec-
tion as a Student Academic 
Representative in the autumn 
term. 

Be an Ambassador: work as a 
BSU geography ambassador 

group. The experience will 
help you to gain valuable 
transferable skills. 

Join the GeogSoc: become a 
member of the student-run 
Geography Society and get 
involved with geography-
related activities. These can 
include participating in, or 

Get Involved With Geography At BSU     

even organising, social 
events, walks and other field 
excursions, and fundraising 
activities. 

Watch out for emails and 
notices about these and oth-
er events and opportunities 
throughout the academic 
year. 

http://www.rgs.org/OurWork/Schools/Careers+and+Further+Study/Promoting+and+supporting+geography+in+your+school+or+college/Geography+Ambassador+scheme.htm
http://www.bathspasu.co.uk/

